
 

 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 

NORTHERN ILLINOIS GAS COMPANY ) 

d/b/a NICOR GAS COMPANY ) 

 ) Docket No. 13-0XXX 

Application pursuant to Section 8-104 of the ) 

Public Utilities Act for Consent to and ) 

Approval of an Energy Efficiency Plan ) 

 

VERIFIED PETITION 

Northern Illinois Gas Company d/b/a Nicor Gas Company (“Nicor Gas” or the 

“Company”), by its attorneys, petitions the Illinois Commerce Commission (the “Commission”) 

for an Order pursuant to Section 8-104 of the Public Utilities Act (the “Act”), 220 ILCS 5/8-104, 

consenting to and approving Nicor Gas’ proposed Energy Efficiency Plan (“EEP”). In support of 

this petition (the “Petition”), Nicor Gas states as follows: 

1. Nicor Gas is an Illinois corporation with its general office at 1844 Ferry Road, 

Naperville, DuPage County, Illinois 60563-9600.  It is engaged principally in the business of 

distributing and selling natural gas to over 2.2 million customers in the northern part of Illinois, 

and is a public utility subject to the jurisdiction of this Commission pursuant to the Act. 

2. Nicor Gas supports this Petition with the Direct Testimony and attached exhibits 

of the following witnesses, which are filed simultaneously herewith:  James J. Jerozal Jr., 

Managing Director, Energy Efficiency, AGL Services Company (Nicor Gas Exs. 1.0, 1.1, and 

1.2); Edward M. Weaver, President,  First Tracks Consulting Service, Inc., and an expert in the 

preparation and execution of utility energy efficiency plans (Nicor Gas Exs. 2.0, 2.1, and 2.2); 

Hammad S. Chaudhry, Manager, Energy Efficiency Design for Nicor Gas (Nicor Gas Ex. 3.0); 

and Malcolm J. Quick, Energy Conservation Program Analyst, Regulatory and Quality 

Assurance for Nicor Gas (Nicor Gas Exs. 4.0, 4.1, and 4.2). 
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3. Nicor Gas files this Petition in response to the requirements of Section 8-104(f) of 

the Act, which provides the Commission authority to review and, by Order, either approve or 

disapprove the proposed EEP.  220 ILCS 5/8-104(f).  Nicor Gas respectfully submits its EEP as 

Nicor Gas Exhibit 1.1 herewith.  Additionally, Section 8-104 of the Act details the parameters of 

an acceptable energy efficiency program. 

4. Nicor Gas has previously filed and received Commission approval of energy 

efficiency plans.  The Company received Commission approval for a voluntary gas energy 

efficiency plan in the Final Order entered on March 25, 2009 in Docket No. 08-0363.  In 

addition, the Commission approved Nicor Gas’ first triennial energy efficiency plan under 

Section 8-104 of the Act in the Final Order entered on May 24, 2011 in Docket No. 10-0562.  

5. In its Order in Docket No. 10-0562, the Commission also approved Nicor Gas’ 

Rider 30, Energy Efficiency Plan Cost Recovery (“Rider 30”), by which the Company recovers 

its costs incurred implementing the provisions of the Act.  Docket No. 10-0562, Final Order at 

67; 220 ILCS 5/8-104(e) (“A utility providing approved energy efficiency measures in this State 

shall be permitted to recover costs of those measures through an automatic adjustment clause 

tariff filed with and approved by the Commission.”).  Consistent with the requirements of the 

Act, Nicor Gas will continue to recover its costs associated with the proposed EEP through Rider 

30. 

6. In compliance with Section 8-104(f), the Direct Testimony of Mr. Jerozal (Nicor 

Gas Ex. 1.0) includes discussion of: 

a. The proposed energy efficiency measures used to achieve the proposed 

reductions in energy use; 
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b. The proposals to implement new building and appliance standards that 

have been placed into effect; 

c. The estimates of the total amount paid for gas service, expressed on a per 

therm basis, associated with the proposed measures to achieve the therm 

reduction goals; 

d. Nicor Gas’ coordination with the Illinois Department of Commerce and 

Economic Opportunity (“DCEO”) on energy efficiency measures 

proportionate to the share of total annual utility revenues from households 

at or below 150 percent of the poverty level, and targeted to households 

with incomes at or below 80 percent of area medium income; 

e. The overall portfolio of energy efficiency measures being cost-effective, 

using the total resource cost test and representing a diverse cross-section 

of opportunities to participate for customers of all rate classes; and  

f. The provision of quarterly status reports on the Company’s and DCEO’s 

implementation of and expenditures for the portfolio of measures. 

7. Section 8-104(c) calls for total natural gas savings goals of 2.0% by May 31, 

2015, 3.0% by May 31, 2016, and 4.2% by May 31, 2017.  However, Section 8-104(e) allows for 

modification of these savings goals under the statutory spending limits prescribed by the Act.  

Nicor Gas’ EEP contains proposed modified energy savings targets, as further detailed below, 

that are consistent with these requirements of the Act and Nicor Gas seeks approval of the same. 

8. In addition to the items specified above, as set forth in the Company’s Direct 

Testimony, the proposed EEP complies with all other requirements enumerated in Section 8-104.  

Accordingly, Nicor Gas respectfully requests that the Commission approve its proposed EEP, as 
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well as render certain other conclusions and findings consistent with the Company’s requests 

made in this docket. 

9. In particular, Nicor Gas respectfully requests the Commission to specifically 

make the following findings with respect to elements of the EEP: 

a. Nicor Gas’ three-year spending limit is $93.1 million; 

b. Nicor Gas’ three-year therm reduction goal is 21.5 million therms, but this 

amount may be adjusted over the three-year period to reflect changes to 

the Illinois Technical Reference Manual and changes to Net-to-Gross 

values that change after the start of the EEP; 

c. Nicor Gas’ proposed Net-to-Gross Framework and strategy to compensate 

for evaluation risks are appropriate; 

d. Nicor Gas has the flexibility to manage its budget and savings goal across 

the three-year period; 

e. Nicor Gas should participate in the joint electric and gas Stakeholder 

Advisory Group (“SAG”); and 

f. Nicor Gas, the other Illinois utilities, DCEO and other stakeholders should 

work together in the SAG to develop approaches required for delivering 

fuel switching measures that are consistent with the provisions of 8-

104(b). 

10. In addition to reviewing Nicor Gas’ proposed EEP, the Commission will 

simultaneously be considering the energy efficiency plans of Commonwealth Edison Company 

(“ComEd”) (Docket No. 13-0495), Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a Ameren Illinois (“Ameren”) 

(Docket No. 13-0498), and DCEO (Docket No. 13-0499).  While Section 8-104 contains no 
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deadline for the Commission to enter an Order regarding Nicor Gas’ proposed Plan, Section  

8-103(f) of the Act establishes a five month period for the Commission to consider and either 

approve or disapprove ComEd’s, Ameren’s and DCEO’s proposed plans.  220 ILCS 5/8-103(f).   

11. Several of Nicor Gas’ proposed energy efficiency programs are designed to work 

in conjunction with the proposed programs of ComEd, Ameren, and DCEO.  Accordingly, Nicor 

Gas respectfully requests that the Commission establish a schedule in this docket to correspond 

with a Commission decision in the other dockets so that the utilities and DCEO may implement 

the joint programs in a timely and coordinated manner. 

12. Moreover, Section 8-104(c) specifies that Nicor Gas must begin measuring 

energy efficiency savings for the Plan as of June 1, 2014, with Plan years starting on June 1 of 

the current year and ending on May 31 of the next year.  Entry of an Order in this docket on or 

before March 1, 2014 would greatly enhance Nicor Gas’ ability to implement all of its programs 

in a timely fashion to meet the June 1, 2014 start date.  Providing ample implementation time 

offers the greatest potential for Nicor Gas to meet its energy reduction goals.  Consequently, 

Nicor Gas respectfully requests that the Commission issue an Order approving Nicor Gas’ 

proposed Plan no later than March 1, 2014.  To facilitate this request, the Company has attached 

as Exhibit A hereto the appropriate municipalities list to assist the Commission in serving notice.  

In addition to the municipalities identified in Exhibit A, the Company also is providing service to 

the Villages of Grayslake, Lake County, and Sammons Point, Kankakee County, Timberlane, 

Boone County, as well as the Township of Rockton, Winnebago County. 
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WHEREFORE, Northern Illinois Gas Company d/b/a Nicor Gas Company respectfully 

requests that the Commission, on or before March 1, 2014, enter an Order in accordance with 

Section 8-104 of the Act consenting to and approving the Company’s proposed Energy 

Efficiency Plan and granting such further and additional relief as may be necessary, just, and 

reasonable. 

 Dated:  September 30, 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John E. Rooney 

Anne W. Mitchell  

ROONEY RIPPIE & RATNASWAMY LLP 

350 West Hubbard Street, Suite 600 

Chicago, Illinois 60654 

(312) 447-2800 

john.rooney@r3law.com 

anne.mitchell@r3law.com 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

NORTHERN ILLINOIS GAS COMPANY  

D/B/A/ NICOR GAS COMPANY  

 

 

By:  /s/ Anne W. Mitchell  

        One of its attorneys 
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