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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 

Illinois Commerce Commission   ) 

On Its Own Motion     )  Docket No. 11-0711 

) 
Development and adoption of rules   ) 

concerning rate case expense.   ) 

 

 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS’  

MOTION TO MODIFY  

TIME ALLOTMENTS FOR ORAL ARGUMENT 

 

 

The People of the State of Illinois, by Lisa Madigan, Attorney General of the State of 

Illinois ("AG" or “the People”), pursuant to Part 200.190 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice, 

hereby request that the Commission reconsider and modify the time allotments for argument 

listed in its “Notice of Oral Argument”, dated September 11, 2013.  In support of the Motion, the 

People state the following: 

1. On August 20, 2013, the Commission granted oral argument in the above-

captioned proceeding, in response to requests made for oral argument by The Peoples Gas Light 

& Coke Company/North Shore Gas Company, Ameren Illinois Company and MidAmerican 

Energy Company. 

2. On September 11, 2013, the Commission issued a “Notice Of Oral Argument” 

(“Notice”) which provided that “Ameren, ComEd, MidAmerican, Nicor and Peoples Gas/North 

Shore will each have 20 minutes for their arguments.”  Notice at 1.  Staff and AG/CUB were 

granted 10 minutes each for argument, according to the Notice.  In a subsequent Notice, Staff’s 

allotted time was extended to 20 minutes for its arguments. Notice of September 11, 2013. 



2 
 

3. As provided in the Notices, the time allotments are as follows:  100 minutes for 

the Utilities, 10 minutes for the AG, 10 minutes for CUB and 20 minutes for Staff.  Thus, the 

Utilities have been permitted five times the amount of time for oral argument as Staff’s amount 

and five times the amount of oral argument as AG/CUB’s amounts. 

4. This division of time is inequitable for several reasons.  First, the Utilities’ filed 

Joint Initial and Reply briefs.  Their respective positions and interests on the issues are the same.  

Accordingly, while each utility should be given the right to appear at oral argument, if so 

desired, each utility does not require 20 minutes. 

5.  Second, this is not a proceeding in which the utility carries the burden of proof, as 

in a Section 9-201
1
 of the Public Utilities Act rate case proceeding.  Accordingly, the utilities are 

not in need of or entitled to more time than opposing parties for rebuttal or closing arguments.  

The instant docket is a rulemaking, with all parties’ interests and due process rights on an equal 

footing.     

6. In light of the facts described above, the People request that the Commission 

reconsider and modify the time allotments for the parties and Staff so that the total division of 

time for all parties is more equitable.  In that regard, the People propose the following division of 

time: 

Utilities:   8 minutes each, or a total of 40 minutes (to be divided as the Utilities 

   see fit); 

Staff:  20 minutes; and 

AG/CUB: 20 minutes (to be divided as AG/CUB sees fit); 

 

WHEREFORE, the People request that the Commission modify the time allotted for oral 

argument in accordance with the facts described and schedule proposed above. 

                                                           
1
 220 ILCS 5/9-201. 
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     Respectfully submitted, 

     PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS 

 

 By Lisa Madigan, Attorney General 

 
 

 
 

 By:_________/s/____________________ 

Karen L. Lusson 

Senior Assistant Attorney General 

Public Utilities Bureau 

100 W. Randolph Street, 11
th

 Floor 

Chicago, Illinois 60601 

Telephone:  (312) 814-1136 

E-mail:  klusson@atg.state.il.us 

 

 

September 13, 2013 
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