
STATE OF ILLINOIS 
 

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 
 
 
USCOC of Central Illinois, LLC   : 
       : 
Petition pursuant to Section 13-401 of the : 
Public Utilities Act to Amend a Certificate  :  13-0452 
of Service Authority to provide commercial : 
mobile radio service within its licensed  : 
service territory in Illinois.   : 
 
 

ORDER 
 
By the Commission: 
 
I. Procedural History 
 
 On July 29, 2013, USCOC of Central Illinois, LLC (“Petitioner”), an Illinois limited 
liability company, filed a petition application with the Illinois Commerce Commission 
(“Commission”), pursuant to Section 13-401 of the Public Utilities Act (“the Act”), (220 
ILCS 5/13-401).  Petitioner seeks to amend its Certificate of Service Authority previously 
granted in Docket 04-0322 to provide commercial mobile radio service (“CMRS”), to 
include the authorizations previously granted to USCOC of Illinois RSA #1, LLC in Docket 
04-0323; to USCOC of Illinois RSA #4, LLC in Docket 04-0324; and to USCOC of 
Rockford, LLC in Docket 4-0325. 
 
 Since all of the information necessary for the Commission to provide the requested 
relief is contained in the petition, no hearing was necessary and it was waived.  No 
petitions for leave to intervene were filed in this Docket and there were no contested 
issues. 
 
II. The Petition 
 
 Pursuant to its Certificate of Service Authority, Petitioner is authorized to provide 
CMRS within the Peoria, Illinois Metropolitan Statistical Service Area encompassing 
Peoria, Tazewell and Woodford Counties, and in other Illinois territories in which it has 
been authorized by the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”).  Petitioner has 
provided CMRS pursuant to its certificate. 
 
 On January 2, 2009, USCOC of Illinois RSA #1, LLC, USCOC of Illinois RSA #4, 
LLC and USCOC of Rockford, LLC implemented the merger of these three entities with 
and into Petitioner, with Petitioner as the surviving entity.  (Exhibit 3 attached to the 
petition).  By operation of law, Petitioner assumed and succeeded to all of the rights duties 
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and obligations of USCOC of Illinois RSA #1, LLC, USCOC of Illinois RSA #4, LLC and 
USCOC of Rockford, LLC, on January 2, 2009.  An FCC Public Notice dated January 28, 
2009 reflects the FCC’s grant of transfer of control referenced in the preceding sentence.  
(Exhibit 4 attached to the petition). 
 
 In Docket 04-0653, February 27, 2008, Petitioner, USCOC of Illinois RSA #1, LLC, 
USCOC of Illinois RSA #4, LLC and USCOC of Rockford, LLC were designated Eligible 
Telecommunications Carriers.  Petitioner’s designation had an immediate effect in non-
rural Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier (“ILEC”) areas and in rural ILEC study areas 
entirely within its service area.  With regard to rural ILEC areas only partially within 
Petitioner’s service area, the designation was conditional upon an FCC grant of 
concurrence in redefining those areas.  Petitioner applied to the FCC and concurrence 
was granted via operation of the FCC’s rules when the 90-day review window closed on 
June 29, 2008. 
 
 The merger of USCOC of Illinois RSA #1, LLC, USCOC of Illinois RSA #4, LLC and 
USCOC of Rockford, LLC with and into Petitioner was transparent to all customers and did 
not affect customer service in any way.  The service areas, study areas, five-year plans, 
and rates and terms of service have all remained the same.  Petitioner has reported to the 
Commission in combined fashion for USCOC of Illinois RSA #1, LLC, USCOC of Illinois 
RSA #4, LLC and USCOC of Rockford, LLC. 
 
 Petitioner notifies the Commission of the aforementioned merger for the purpose of 
the Commission’s report to the Universal Service Administrative Company (“USAC”) and 
the FCC, as needed to receive Universal Service support. 
 
 In addition to the amended Certificate of Service Authority, Petitioner requests that 
the Commission order acknowledge the merger; direct the Office of General Counsel to 
take all necessary measures to notify the FCC and/or USAC of the merger in order to 
comply with the law to maintain uninterrupted universal service funding to Petitioner; and 
allow Petitioner to file all future reports with the Commission as a single report for the 
combined areas served by Petitioner. 
 
III. Commission Analysis and Conclusions 
 

The Commission finds that transfer of control of the existing FCC licenses to 
Petitioner, held by USCOC of Illinois RSA #1, LLC, USCOC of Illinois RSA #4, LLC and 
USCOC of Rockford, LLC, and the Articles of Merger filed with the Illinois Secretary of 
State, appear to be in compliance with all applicable statutes, rules and regulations.   

 
 The order directs the Office of General Counsel to take the necessary steps to 
notify the FCC and USAC of the merger in order to comply with the law to maintain 
uninterrupted universal service funding to Petitioner.  The order also permits Petitioner   to 
file all future reports with the Commission as a single report for the combined areas served 
by Petitioner. 
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The Certificates of Service Authority granted to USCOC of Illinois RSA #1, LLC, 
USCOC of Illinois RSA #4, LLC and USCOC of Rockford, LLC are canceled in Docket 13-
0451, September 10, 2013. 
 
 Petitioner’s request that the order separately acknowledge the merger is 
unnecessary.  The Commission has no jurisdiction over the merger itself and the 
acknowledgement would have no bearing on the transfer of the FCC licenses to Petitioner. 
 
IV. Findings and Ordering Paragraphs 
 
 The Commission, having reviewed the entire record herein and being fully advised 
in the premises, is of the opinion and finds that: 
 

(1) Petitioner, a Illinois limited liability company, seeks to amend its Certificate of 
Service Authority previously granted in Docket 04-0322, to include the 
authorizations previously granted to USCOC of Illinois RSA #1, LLC, 
USCOC of Illinois RSA #4, LLC, and USCOC of Rockford, LLC; 

 
(2) the Commission has jurisdiction over Applicant and the subject matter 

herein; 
 
(3) the recitals of fact and conclusions of law set forth in the prefatory portion of 

this Order are supported by the evidence of record and are hereby adopted 
as findings of fact and law; 

 
(4) transfer of control of the existing FCC licenses to Petitioner, previously held 

by USCOC of Illinois RSA #1, LLC, USCOC of Illinois RSA #4, LLC and 
USCOC of Rockford, LLC, and the filings made by Petitioner with the Illinois 
Secretary of State, appear to be in compliance with all applicable statutes, 
rules and regulations; 

 
(5) pursuant to Section 13-402 of the Act, the following Sections of 83 Ill. Adm. 

Code should be waived or declared inapplicable to Petitioner: Sections 210, 
220, 255, 285, 300, 305, 705, 710, 720, 725, 730, 735, 745, 755, 756, 757, 
770 and 772; 

 
(6) the Office of General Counsel should be directed to take the necessary 

steps to notify the FCC and USAC of the merger in order to comply with the 
law to maintain uninterrupted universal service funding to Petitioner; 

 
(7) Petitioner should be permitted to file all future reports with the Commission 

as a single report for the combined areas served by Petitioner; 
 
(8) the petition should be granted.  
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 IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Illinois Commerce Commission that the 
petition of USCOC of Central Illinois, LLC to amend its Certificate of Service Authority 
granted in Docket 04-0322 to include the authorizations previously granted to USCOC of 
Illinois RSA #1, LLC, to USCOC of Illinois RSA #4, LLC, and to USCOC of Rockford, LLC 
should be, and is hereby, granted. 

 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Amended Certificate of Service Authority 

hereinabove granted shall be the following: 
 

AMENDED CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE AUTHORITY 
 

 THE CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE AUTHORITY 
granted to USCOC of Central Illinois, LLC in Docket 04-0322 
to provide commercial mobile radio service within the Peoria, 
Illinois Metropolitan Statistical Service Area encompassing 
Peoria, Tazewell and Woodford Counties, and in other Illinois 
territories in which it has been authorized by the FCC, is 
hereby amended to also include the authorizations to provide 
commercial mobile radio service previously granted to USCOC 
of Illinois RSA #1, LLC in Docket 04-0323, to USCOC of 
Illinois RSA #4, LLC in Docket 04-0324, and to USCOC of 
Rockford, LLC in Docket 04-0325. 

 
 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Office of General Counsel is directed to take 
the necessary steps to notify the FCC and USAC of the merger in order to comply with the 
law to maintain uninterrupted universal service funding to Petitioner. 
 
 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Petitioner is permitted to file all future reports with 
the Commission as a single report for the combined areas served by Petitioner. 

 
 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the applicability of Commission rules with respect 
to USCOC of Central Illinois, LLC is subject to any future Commission proceeding initiated 
to consider the applicability of such rules. 
 
 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the provisions of the Commission’s Rules, 
identified in Finding (5) above, are hereby waived or declared inapplicable to USCOC of 
Central Illinois, LLC.  
 
 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that subject to the provisions of Section 10-113 of the 
Public Utilities Act and 83 Ill. Adm. Code 200.880, this Order is final; it is not subject to the 
Administrative Review Law. 
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 By Order of the Commission this 10th day of September, 2013. 
 
 
 
 
       (SIGNED) DOUGLAS P. SCOTT 
 
         Chairman 
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