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Q. Please state your name and business address. 

A. My name is Greg Rockrohr.  My business address is 527 East Capitol Avenue, 

Springfield, Illinois  62701. 

Q. By whom are you employed and in what capacity? 

A. I am employed by the Illinois Commerce Commission (“Commission”) as a 

Senior Electrical Engineer in the Safety and Reliability Division.  In my current 

position, I review various planning and operating practices at Illinois electric 

utilities and provide opinions or guidance to the Commission through Staff 

reports and testimony. 

Q. What is your previous work experience? 

A. Prior to joining the Commission Staff (“Staff”) in 2001, I was an electrical 

engineer at Pacific Gas and Electric Company in California for approximately 18 

years.  Prior to that, I was an electrical engineer at Northern Indiana Public 

Service Company for approximately 3 years.  I am a registered professional 

engineer in the state of California. 

Q. What is your educational background? 

A. I hold a Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical Engineering from Valparaiso 

University.  While employed in the utility industry and at the Commission, I have 

attended numerous classes and conferences relevant to electric utility 

operations. 

Q. What is the purpose of your testimony? 

A. On July 29, 2013, Ameren Illinois Company ("AIC") filed a petition requesting that 

the Commission authorize AIC’s use of eminent domain pursuant to Section 8-
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509 of the Public Utilities Act (“the Act”) to acquire certain rights of way across 

specific properties.  The purpose of my testimony in this proceeding is to provide 

information regarding AIC’s attempts to acquire those property rights through 

negotiations. 

Q. Has the Commission ever given Staff guidance as to the information it 

would like Staff to provide in a Section 8-509 proceeding? 

A. Yes.  In its Final Order in ICC Docket No. 10-0173, the Commission stated: “The 

Commission expects Staff to inquire regarding and/or verifying a utility's efforts to 

obtain property through negotiation in future cases concerning Section 8-509.” 

Illinois Power Company, ICC Order Docket No. 10-0173, 14 (November 23, 

2010). 

Q. What property rights is AIC seeking? 

A. The property rights at issue in this proceeding relate to Docket 12-0080, and are 

associated with AIC’s plan to construct a 138 kilo-volt (“kV”) transmission line 

between its Bondville Route 10 and Southwest Campus Substations, in 

Champaign County, as illustrated by Exhibit A to AIC’s petition.  In its Final Order 

in Docket 12-0080, the Commission granted AIC a Certificate of Public 

Convenience and Necessity pursuant to Section 8-406.1 of the Act and an order 

pursuant to Section 8-503 of the Act authorizing AIC to construct this 138 kV 

transmission line.1  AIC initially stated that it seeks eminent domain authority to 

acquire property rights crossing four properties out of the total of 49 properties 

that the planned transmission line will cross.2  However, on August 8, AIC 

                                            
1
 Ameren Illinois Company, ICC Order Docket No. 12-0080, 26 (August 15, 2012). 

2
 AIC Ex. 1.0, 4:67-71. 
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witness Roger Nelson filed supplemental testimony explaining that AIC had 

acquired property rights across one of these four properties, and on August 14 

AIC informed Staff that it acquired property rights across a second of the four 

properties. 3  In this proceeding, AIC now seeks eminent domain authority to 

obtain property rights across two properties. 

Q. With regard to these two properties, has AIC provided adequate 

information regarding its attempts to obtain through negotiation the 

property rights it seeks? 

A. I believe so.  AIC witness Nelson explains AIC’s process for negotiating for land 

rights and states that AIC or its representative have contacted each owner of the 

three properties at least 15 times.4  AIC included a summary of its contacts with 

each of the landowners of the properties within AIC Ex. 3.1.  In addition, AIC 

provided copies of its confidential workpapers for each property that include the 

date and time of each of its attempts to contact the landowners, as well as the 

basis for its property evaluations and financial offers.5  Following my review of the 

extensive information AIC provided, I found it unnecessary to seek additional 

information about AIC’s attempts to negotiate with landowners. 

Q. Do you have concerns regarding AIC’s need for eminent domain authority 

for either of the two properties now covered by AIC’s petition? 

A. No.  AIC will need to construct new 138 kV facilities across these properties, and 

AIC will not have access to its 138 kV facilities that cross these two properties 

from a developed roadway. 

                                            
3
 AIC Ex. 3.0, 2:33-38, and AIC’s August 14, 2013 supplemental Resp. to Staff DR 1.01. 

4
 AIC Ex. 1.0, 7-8:143-163. 

5
 AIC Ex. 1.0, 11-12:226-247.  
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Q. Has AIC indicated whether it needs to acquire any new or additional 

property rights across other parcels, beyond the properties addressed by 

its eminent domain request, to construct its proposed Bondville Route 10 

to Southwest Campus 138 kV transmission line? 

A. Yes.  AIC states that it still needs to acquire property rights across four parcels 

not included in its request for eminent domain authority: two owned by the 

University of Illinois, and two owned by Illinois Central Gulf Railroad.  AIC 

expects its negotiations with these two landowners to conclude successfully.6  I 

do not know the present status of AIC’s property rights negotiations for these four 

parcels. 

Q. Does this conclude your prepared direct testimony? 

A. Yes. 

 

                                            
6
 AIC Ex. 1.0, 4:72-77. 


