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       : 
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ORDER 
 
By the Commission: 
 
 On March 15, 2013, Frontier North Inc. (“Petitioner”) filed with the Illinois Commerce 
Commission (“Commission”) a verified petition requesting an order protecting from 
disclosure for not less than five years confidential and proprietary information contained in 
a report required by Commission rules. Specifically, Section 790.350 of 83 Ill. Adm. Code 
790, “Interconnection” (“Part 790”), requires annual reporting by incumbent local exchange 
carriers ("ILECs") of particular information concerning interconnections between the ILEC 
and competitive local exchange carriers ("CLECs") for the preceding calendar year. 
Petitioner is an ILEC and as such must submit such an annual interconnection report 
("Report"). Petitioner filed with the Chief Clerk of the Commission a redacted public 
version and a confidential unredacted version of its Report for 2012 on March 13, 2013.  
  
 Petitioner indicates that its 2012 Report contains highly sensitive competitive  
information, including:  
 

1 The identity of CLECs that purchase collocation, interconnection and 
unbundled network elements from Frontier North, Inc.;  

 
2 The location at which interconnection occurs; and  
 
3 The total quantity of unbundled network elements that have been purchased 

by each.  
 
 The Petitioner seeks confidential treatment of its 2012 Report for a period of five 
years.  In the Petition, Petitioner also noted that the information contained in this report, if 
made public, would enable a potential competitor to learn confidential information on the 
location of interconnection, number, location and type of collocation arrangements; etc.  
Petitioner notes that the location and type of collocation arrangements are generally 
longer-term arrangements that once established vary over time.  The Petitioner contends 
that disclosure of the information after only two years following issuance of the report 
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would provide other competitors and potential competitors with fresh and reliable insight 
into the number, type and location of individual CLEC collocation arrangements and the 
quantity of unbundled network elements that have been purchased by each CLEC.  
Therefore, Petitioner states making the collocation information contained in the Part 
790.350 Report available to competitive CLECs after a period of only two years would 
provide CLECs with competitively sensitive marketing information.  Thus, Petitioner 
believes that their confidential information should be protected for a period of at least five 
years, noting that the Commission has generally granted that period of confidential 
treatment for the report pursuant to Part 790.350. The Petitioner notes that the 
Commission has so ruled from 2004 to 2012, and cited Docket Nos. 05-0144, 06-0171. 
07-0158, 08-0162, 09-0125, 09-0159, 10-0145 and 11-0193, and 12-0181.   
 
 The Commission notes that pursuant to Section 4-404 of the Public Utilities Act 
("Act"), 220 ILCS 5/1-101 et seq., the Commission must provide adequate protection for 
confidential and proprietary information. Section 200.430 of 83 Ill. Adm. Code 200 "Rules 
of Practice," also provides for protection of confidential information.   In light of the 
competitive harm that both Petitioner and interconnected CLECs could experience if the 
Report is immediately made available to the public, the Commission finds that confidential 
treatment of the Report is warranted. Based on the information and arguments presented 
by Petitioner, the Commission also concludes that the confidential and proprietary 
information in the Report should be protected from public disclosure for a period of five 
years. Because the Commission has been giving greater thought to recent requests for 
confidential treatment, however, it may consider shorter periods of confidential treatment 
appropriate for future Reports if the record supports such a finding.  
 
 Since all of the information to grant the requested relief was contained in the 
petition, the hearing was waived.  Commission Staff did not participate in this docket. No 
petitions to intervene were received. The Commission, having considered the entire record 
herein and being fully advised in the premises, is of the opinion and finds that:  
 

(1) Petitioner Frontier North Inc. is an ILEC, as defined in the Act;  
 
(2) the Commission has jurisdiction over Petitioner and the subject matter 

herein;  
 
(3) the recitals of fact set forth in the prefatory portion of this Order are 

supported by the record and are hereby adopted as findings of fact;  
 
(4) Section 7(1)(g) of the Freedom of Information Act ("FOIA"), 5 ILCS 140/1 et 

seq., exempts the following from public disclosure:  
 

Trade secrets and commercial or financial information 
obtained from a person or business where the trade 
secrets or commercial or financial information are 
furnished under a claim that they are proprietary, 
privileged or confidential, and that disclosure of the 
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trade secrets or commercial or financial information 
would cause  competitive harm to the person or 
business, and only insofar as the  claim directly applies 
to the records requested;  

 
(5) tthe information discussed above falls within the exemption identified in 

Finding (4); and  
 
(6) the information redacted from Petitioner’s filing made to comply with Section 

790.350 of Part 790 should be exempt from public disclosure under Section 
7(1)(g) of the FOIA until March 15, 2018. 

 
 IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Illinois Commerce Commission that the 
information specified in Finding (6) above is afforded confidential treatment and is exempt 
from public disclosure and will be accessible only by the Commission and the Commission 
Staff until March 15, 2018.  
 
 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Illinois Commerce Commission retains 
jurisdiction over Frontier North Inc. and of the subject matter hereof for the purpose of 
issuing such further orders as the Commission may deem necessary.  
 
 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, subject to the provisions of Section 10-113 of  the 
Act and 83 Ill. Adm. Code 200.880, this Order is final; it is not subject to the Administrative 
Review Law. 
 
 By Order of the Commission this 14th day of August, 2013. 
 
 
 
 
      (SIGNED) DOUGLAS P. SCOTT 
 
        Chairman 
 


