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AIC-AG/CUB 3.30 In lines 547-548, of his Direct Testimony, Mr. Rubin states: “I recommend 

that the Commission require Ameren to separate its residential class into a 

heating class and a non-heating class.”  If AIC were to conduct a cost-of-

service study comparing heating and non-heating customers in GDS-1, is 

it Your position that, for purposes of such a study, AIC should consider 

customers using less than 20 therms per month to be non-heating 

customers, while customers using more than 20 therms per month should 

be considered heating customers? 

 

 

RESPONSE: 

 

 

Mr. Rubin used 20 therms per month in his testimony as an illustration. 

 

In Mr. Rubin’s opinion, a more appropriate division would be 30 therms per month, based on the 

following data from the U.S. Energy Information Administration’s Residential Energy 

Consumption Survey (conducted in 2009, results released in January 2013).  

< http://www.eia.gov/consumption/residential/data/2009/> 

 

The average natural gas use for a household in Illinois that used natural gas in 2009 was 1,026 

therms per year (Table CE 2.3).   

 

Those Illinois households used approximately 67.4% of natural gas for space heating; 20.5% for 

water heating; and 12.1% for other uses (such as cooking, clothes drying, etc.) (Table CE 4.3). 

 

Multiplying the percentages by annual consumption would mean that approximately 334 therms 

per year (1,026 therms x (20.5% + 12.1%)) were used for functions other than space heating.  

Dividing this by 12 months per year would mean that approximately 28 therms per month would 

be a typical level of consumption for water heating, cooking, and other non-space-heating uses.   

 

Mr. Rubin would suggest, therefore, that a reasonable delineation between a low-use (probably 

non-heating) customer and other (probably heating) customers would be consumption that does 

not exceed 30 therms in any month. 
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