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WIND ON THE WIRES’ BRIEF ON EXCEPTIONS  
 

NOW COMES Wind on the Wires, filing its’ Brief on Exceptions, under Section 

200.830 of the Rules and as proscribed in the Administrative Law Judge’s cover letter to 

the Proposed Order, which was amended by the Administrative Law Judge’s email 

dated July 15, 2013.  We will be responding to Staff’s and RESA’s proposed changes to 

Section 470.200.  

 

1. Staff’s Change to Section 470.200(a)(4) 

In its BOE, Staff proposes that Aggregation Suppliers provide a hyperlink to a 

website URL instead of providing a description of the ‘green’, renewable’ or clean’ 

product.  Wind on the Wires has no objection to that proposal or the replacement 

language Staff proposes for section 470.200(a)(4). (See Staff RBOE at 22)  

While Staff did not propose replacement language for the rationale in the 

Commission Analysis and Conclusion section of the ALJPO, in the event the ALJ is 

considering changing that section Wind on the Wires encourages the ALJ to keep this 

language in the Order as was stated in the ALJPO: 

Wind on the Wires’ suggestion that RESs report how much renewable 
energy is included in an aggregation offering is of interest generally, 
but also may be a determining factor for customers deciding whether 
to join an Aggregation Program. Thus, the Commission finds it should 
be included in the Proposed Rule. 

 

This language should be maintained because publically posting this information in one 

location makes the information easily accessed and used by potential aggregation 

customers as well as companies and generators working in the Illinois electricity market.  

This information not only helps residential customers, as the Proposed Order correctly 



states, but also benefits wind developers by informing them as to which Aggregation 

Suppliers may need wind energy or RECs to fulfill their contract obligations.   

In its BOE, Staff expresses concern about posting information on the 

Commission website about municipal aggregation products that use the terms ‘green 

energy’, ‘clean energy’ or ‘renewable energy’ since those terms are not defined.  Those 

terms do not need to be defined for the information or the URL to be provided to the 

Commission.  

‘Clean’, ‘green’ and ‘renewable’ are the commonly used terms used to identify an 

energy product/portfolio that includes renewable energy – and of specific interest to 

Wind on the Wires is that they indicate a portfolio that includes wind energy or 

renewable energy credits.  While there is a need for those terms to have a consistent 

meaning among all government entities, that common terminology isn’t needed for this 

information to be provided to the Commission.  Wind on the Wires’ proposal was simply 

intended to make publically available, in one location, a description of the clean, green 

or renewable products that Governmental Aggregators state they are offering.  We were 

not intending to establish a standard for those terms.  As stated above, compiling and 

making such information publically available in one place provides benefits to potential 

aggregation customers as well as companies and generators of renewable energy who 

serve the Illinois electricity market.   

If Staff is interested in defining what percentage of non-polluting resources is 

needed for a product to qualify as ‘clean’, ‘renewable’ or ‘green’ product, Wind on the 

Wires is willing to participate in those discussions.  Those terms, however, don’t need to 



be defined at this time to provide the public information that Wind on the Wires is 

proposing.   

If Staff is concerned about each Governmental Aggregator having a different 

meaning for ‘green,’ ‘renewable’ and ‘clean’, Staff can include a notice on its website 

that there is no common definition or standard being used by Governmental 

Aggregators for those terms and that visitors to the Commission’s website are 

encouraged to review the Governmental Aggregator’s website via the URL provided to 

fully understand the product being offered. 

 

2. RESA proposed Edits to Section 470.200(a)(6) 
 

RESA points out, in its BOE, that the ALJPO did not make a decision on its 

proposal to add a new notification requirement to Section 470.200 Notification to the 

Commission, as item (a)(6): “Any payments, inducements or donations, including civic 

contributions and consulting fees, made by the Aggregation Supplier, either directly or 

indirectly to the Governmental Aggregator.” (RESA BOE at 4-5) 

Wind on the Wires supports this addition to Section 470.200 because it is 

beneficial to both electricity customers and companies who serve the Illinois electricity 

market.  This notice lets the public know whether the Governmental Aggregator is 

receiving revenue or financial benefits from the municipal aggregation program.  

Consumers would be interested in this information when making a decision to stay with 

the Aggregation Supplier or move back to the utility.  The opt-out provision gives a 

homeowner the ability to exercise their preference as to whether he/she/they want part 



of the money they pay for electricity to also go to the Governmental Aggregator in the 

form of fees, payments or inducements.   

Unlike CES’ proposed language that the ALJPO rejected (ALPO at 26), RESA’s 

language is not vague.  CES proposed that an Aggregate Supplier notify the 

Commission whether they have “fees, commissions, or other amounts . . . that have 

been or may or will be paid . .” to the Governmental Aggregator. (ALJPO at 25)  The 

language proposed by RESA does not include any of the speculative or vague language 

such as fees that ‘may’ be paid. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 WHEREFORE, Wind on the Wires recommends that the Commission adopt the 

recommendations contained herein. 
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