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Q1.  Please state your name, address, and occupation for the record. 18 
 19 

James Bedeker, 3285 Cemetery Road, Morris, Illinois, Farmer. 20 
 21 
 

Q2.  Do you own land that is located on the route that is proposed by Rockford Clean Line? 22 
 

 Yes, my wife and I own property located along the proposed route including Cemetery 23 
Road in Grundy County, Illinois individually and as beneficiary under First Midwest Bank Trust 24 
#6243.  25 
 

Q3.  Please provide the location of the property. 26 
 

 Please see Exhibit A  27 
 

Q4.  What interest do you have in the pending litigation I.C.C number 12-0560? 28 
 

The proposed route runs directly through the property that I own. The property is 29 
currently personally farmed by me. The property consists of a large amount of floodplain 30 
and wetland. In addition, I have spent hundreds of thousands of dollars on mechanical 31 
irrigation systems for the property.  The proposed route would adversely impact these 32 
operations. 33 

 

Q5.  Can you describe the terrain or other topographic conditions of your property? 34 
  

The property consists of over six hundred acres and slopes from Cemetery Road toward the 35 
Illinois River. The property also has located on it the Peacock Slough which has been 36 
identified as a protected wetland. 37 

 

Q6.  What potential impact to you and your property do you foresee if the transmission line is installed 38 
according to the proposed route? 39 

 

The installation of the transmission line and the structures proposed with the transmission 40 
line will have a severe detrimental impact on my property. First, and foremost the proposed 41 
route will severely impede the operation of my mechanical irrigation system, thereby 42 
causing me to lose significant dollars from my farming operations. For example, if not for 43 
the mechanical irrigation system during the drought of the past year my crop yield would 44 
have been substantially less.  In addition, I will receive no consideration for the loss of the 45 
funds that I expended in constructing the mechanical irrigation system. I am also concerned 46 
about the impact the structures and transmission line would have on the drainage and 47 
wetland areas of the property. According to the USDA and IEPA, there are protected 48 
wetlands on the property which have a variety of wildlife within them. The property also 49 
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regularly floods. Therefore, I am concerned that the construction activities and flooding 50 
would create additional adverse impacts on the farming operations of my property. In 51 
addition, I raise and breed Arabian horses on the property. The impact of the construction 52 
activities of this project would severely disrupt the peace and enjoyment of my livestock. 53 
Lastly, my wife and I maintain a home on the property. It goes without saying that the 54 
construction activities and installation of a line so close to my home will severely impact my 55 
use and enjoyment of the home as well as my property values as a whole. The impact would 56 
be such that it would render my property valueless. 57 

 

Q7.  Does this conclude your direct testimony? 58 
 

 Yes, it does. I thank the board for its consideration. 59 


