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Q: Please provide your name. 1 

A: My name is  Bill Cole. 2 

Q: Please introduce yourself to the Commission. 3 

A: I am 82 years old.  My wife and I live in 603 W. Main, Hillsdale, Illinois.  4 

Q: What do you do for a living? 5 

A: I have been a tree farmer since 1960.  This includes the selecting and 6 

marketing of trees of most species native to the Midwest.  I’m also responsible 7 

for culling of unwanted species and replanting of trees.  In years past, I also 8 

managed sixty-thousand acres for General Motors, twenty-thousand acres tillable 9 

and forty-thousand acres of timber. 10 

Q: Why are you providing this testimony? 11 

A: I am providing this testimony in opposition to Rock Island Clean Line’s 12 

proposal to build a powerline across a portion of the land I currently manage for 13 

Mr. Ed Simpson. 14 

Q: Are you familiar with the area of land that the project is proposing to 15 

cross? 16 

A: Yes.  I have helped to manage the timber belonging to Ed Simpson, and 17 

his father, Virgil, before him over the last forty plus years.   18 

Q: Can you describe the land? 19 

A: This is one of the largest and most pristine woods privately held in the 20 

area.  Species consist of mostly oak and walnut with a high percentage of these 21 

trees being veneer quality.  The woods on the west side of Route 84 22 

(approximately one-half mile wide) has Mississippi River frontage on the west 23 
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side.  A small portion of it floods for a short while with high spring snow melt.  An 24 

acre or so would be considered shallow water wetland.  On the east side of 25 

Route 84, the land has very sensitive soil types.  The soil is primarily loam, which 26 

is highly susceptible to erosion. 27 

Q: is the land profitable? 28 

A: Very much so.  The last sale of seventy trees sold for over $1,000.00 29 

each.  30 

Q: Is there wildlife in the area? 31 

A: Yes.  These particular woods are blessed with huge Whitetail deer and 32 

wild turkey populations.  Additionally, there are a couple of shallow water 33 

wetlands in this particular woods that are used by waterfoul every year. 34 

Q: What is your main concern with the proposed project? 35 

A: As I said before, the soil on Mr. Simpson’s land is very sensitive, and with 36 

any massive disturbance to the soil, major gullies can be formed.  Construction of 37 

a powerline through this area would lead to complete destruction of all 38 

vegetation.  It would take about two years to restore any kind of ground cover.  39 

Secondly, it would require the spraying of some harsh chemicals to control the 40 

regrowth of weeds and brush.  The spraying of these chemicals would have to be 41 

done on an annual or semi-annual basis in order to keep it free of brush.  These 42 

highly water soluble chemicals could easily leach through the sandy soils and 43 

end up in the area’s water supply.  Because a wide swath of land will be tree 44 

free, I will necessarily lose out on some measure of paying work in the area. 45 

Q: Do you have anything else to add? 46 
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A: The woods owned by Mr. Simpson are located in a prime location in the 47 

upper part of Rock Island County.  It would be highly sought after for housing, 48 

farming, and recreation. 49 

Q: Does this conclude your testimony? 50 

A: Yes. 51 


