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Q: Please provide your name. 1 

A: My name is  Ed Simpson. 2 

Q: Please introduce yourself to the Commission. 3 

A: I am 71 years old.  My wife and I live in Port Byron, Illinois.  My great-4 

great-grandfather, Dr. Jeremiah H. Lyford lived on the property that my wife and I 5 

still live on.  I own around six-hundred acres in total. 6 

Q: What do you do for a living? 7 

A: I am a farmer and timber is harvested on my land.  I also serve on the 8 

Board of Directors of Port Byron State Bank, and have been for thirty-three 9 

years.  I served as Chairman of the Board for seventeen of those years, but no 10 

longer do so. 11 

Q: Are you and your family involved in the local area? 12 

A: Yes. 13 

Q: Why are you providing this testimony? 14 

A: I am providing this testimony in opposition to Rock Island Clean Line’s 15 

proposal to build a powerline across a portion of the land I own.  This land would 16 

be the westerly-most point of the project in Illinois.  The soil conditions, presence 17 

of bald eagles, and historical significance will all be adversely affected by the 18 

project.  I am fully against this project in any form. 19 

Q: Are you familiar with the area of land that the project is proposed to 20 

cross? 21 

A: Yes.  The land has been in my family for generations.  This is an area of 22 

beautiful river high stand ridges where I have spent decades. 23 
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Q: What is your main concern? 24 

A: The topography and geology where the project proposes to cross are not 25 

suitable for such a project.  The approximate area of crossing is near Lyford 26 

Creek – named after my great-great-grandfather – which cuts into forty feet and 27 

exposed limestone cliffs and steep hillsides with erodable soil.  I can’t imagine 28 

the damage that would be caused to the steep land in order to get concrete and 29 

tower steel to the site.  It would require a separate road to the site.  Once this 30 

highly erodable soil is disturbed, extreme erosion will occur. 31 

Q: How do you know of the quality of the soil in this area? 32 

A: This land has been in my family for generations.  However, I have also 33 

reviewed a soil survey prepared by the Natural Resources Conservation Service.  34 

This government document indicates that areas directly impacted by the project’s 35 

proposed easement area consist of silt loams with “severe” erodability. 36 

Q: Are you providing the Comission with the survey? 37 

A: Yes.  Attached to this testimony is ILA Exhibit 5.01.  It is a true and correct 38 

copy of a Web Soil Survey that includes a map, a legend, an erosion hazard 39 

table, and a description.  The notations on page three are to indicate corrected 40 

acreage due to a rounding error.  The document bears the seal of the United 41 

States Department of Agriculture.  42 

Q: Can the soil erosion be mitigated? 43 

A: From what I have seen with other construction in the area over my life, 44 

and based upon my years of experience in managing timber and farming, with 45 

topography such as ours, my answer is No.  Despite the attempts of timber 46 
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companies, and others, to prevent erosion, it inevitably occurs, ruining the natural 47 

beauty of the land.  48 

Q: Is all the land along the Mississippi as steep as yours? 49 

A: No.  There is a great deal of land both to the north and south with less 50 

steep and vulnerable property. 51 

Q: You mentioned timber before; why? 52 

A: We have timber land from the Mississippi River, east for a little over one-53 

half mile.  It has been a managed tree farm that involves monitoring the growth 54 

devlopment of trees and harvesting of mature or damaged trees for the sake of 55 

the enviroment and for sale.  This strong timber management has been provided 56 

by John H. Hauberg, Bill Cole, and the Illinois State Forester, Steve Felt.  With 57 

their help, this land is a thriving remnant of timber for future generations. 58 

Q: Does the proposed powerline impact your timber? 59 

A: Yes, that half-mile of timber would be directly impacted as it will need to 60 

be felled.  This will result in erosion beyond the easement and will require brush 61 

control on steep slopes that will cause further damage.  Additionally, the required 62 

access roads that would be built will result in even more timber devastation. 63 

Q: You mention that your great-great-grandfather was on the land; is it 64 

fair to say that the land has a historical significance? 65 

A: Yes.  In fact, the best I can tell, the first tower planned on the Illinois side 66 

of the Mississippi River, inevitably very large, would likley sit on the log cabin site 67 

of my great-great-grandfather.  The cabin, which was built in 1837, along with a 68 

sawmill on Lyford Creek has a site that is still visible today.  Additionally, the 69 
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main Indian Trail of Chief Black Hawk, going from his main camp to the lead 70 

mines of Galena, will be impacted.  Modern day Route 84 runs approximately 71 

600 feet to the east of this trail. 72 

Q: Are there Bald Eagles in the area? 73 

A: Yes.  I have personally observed that some nest in the timber tract year 74 

round, raising their young.  Many frequent the area in the winter, fishing the open 75 

water, and roosting in trees along the river. 76 

Q: Have you reviewed the Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement? 77 

A: Yes. 78 

Q: Has this alleviated your concerns? 79 

A: No; while it provides a few minimal mitigation factors, the Agreement is 80 

incomplete and inadequate in several respects.  81 

Q: Do you have anything else to add? 82 

A: Yes.  We have plenty of power generated in this area, and would get no 83 

power from this line.  We do not need it.  This new line would likely be in 84 

competition with the nuclear generating station we have just a few miles from us.  85 

This powerline is proposed to cross through the majority of this state, cross the 86 

land I own, destroy that land, and will not even provide electricity to my home. 87 

Q: Does this conclude your testimony? 88 

A: Yes. 89 


