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Q: What is your name and business address. 1 

A: My name is Sid Nelson.  My business operates out of the Morris Municipal 2 

Airport, 9980 N. Rt. 47 Morris, Illinois 60450. 3 

Q: How long have you lived in the area? 4 

A: I was born and raised in Grundy County, Illinois.  I attended elementry 5 

school at Saratoga Grade School 60C, graduated Morris Community High School 6 

District 101 in 1973, and studied at Arkansas Tech, Russellville, Arkansas.  7 

Q: When did you return to the area? 8 

A: After my studies, I returned to the area and began farming.  I purchased 9 

my grandfather’s farm located on Nelson Road in Saratoga Township, and rented 10 

farm ground from area landowners.  I married my wife, Deb, in 1978 and we have 11 

raised two sons. 12 

Q: In what ways have you been involved with the area? 13 

A: My wife and I both served on the Grundy County 4H Board.  Additionally, I 14 

was road commissioner for Saratoga Township 1979 – 1982.  I was elected as a 15 

school board member for Saratoga Grade School 60C in 1990, and served as 16 

President for seven of my eight years in that position.  During that same time, I 17 

served on the Morris Area Leisure Services Board, the Grundy Economic 18 

Devlopment Council, the Heritage Corridor Convention and Visitors Bureau.   19 

Q: Are you currently serving on any boards or committees? 20 

A: I am serving on the Grundy County Planning Commission, to which I was 21 

appointed in 2011. 22 
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Q: It is fair to say you are familiar with aviation and businesses relating 23 

to aviation? 24 

A: Yes.  I started flying in 1976.  I started Pipeline Patrol and Aerial Services 25 

in 1982, which consisted of patrolling underground pipelines.  That business had 26 

contracts with Badger Pipeline, Enron, Kinder Morgan, Texaco and Amoco 27 

Pipelines.  The business was sold in 1987.  28 

Q: Do you have additional aviation business experience? 29 

A: In 1984 I started Nelson Airshows, where I performed in airshows across 30 

the Midwest for sixteen years.  While in the airshow business, I was the Vice-31 

President, and on the safety committee of, the Professional Airshow Performers 32 

and Producers Association.  I also served on the safety committee of the 33 

International Council of Airshows.  In my capacity with the ICAS, I and others 34 

worked closely with Washington D.C. in the mid-1990’s to rewrite all the rules 35 

and regulations for airshows due to prior accidents.  During that same time, I was 36 

made an Aerobatic Competency Evaluator.  This meant that pilots came to me to 37 

demonstrate their aerobatic abilities and knowledge in order to obtain a 38 

competency card that allowed them to fly in airshows. 39 

Q: It seems then, that you have a great deal of experience with aviation 40 

safety, correct? 41 

A: Yes. 42 

Q: Do you have further aviation-business experience? 43 
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A: Yes.  I was hired in 1990 by the City of Morris to oversee construction of 44 

and manage the Morris Municipal Airport in Saratoga Township.  In doing so, my 45 

wife and I produced the Morris Skyfest Airshow for ten years. 46 

Q:  What about the intersection of aviation and agriculture? 47 

A: In 1987, I started flying as an aerial applicator – also known as crop duster 48 

– for Harold Miller out of Leland, Illinois and Benoit Aerial Spraing Inc., for crops 49 

throughout northern Illinois.  Since that time, I have founded Nelson Airspray, 50 

Inc., based out of Morris Municipal Airport, Washburn Field, C09.  Other 51 

operations we run include a spraying operation in Southeast Minnesota.  52 

Additionally, I fly for other operations in North Dakota, Oklahoma, and Kansas. 53 

Q: Are you familiar with farming, outside of aerial applications? 54 

A: Yes, as I said, I had purchased my grandfather’s farm.  When I left the 55 

Airport, I had 2000 acres that I was farming in Illinois.  I subsequently purchased 56 

800 acres in North Dakota.  There we started Nelson Hay Farm, Inc., and 57 

produced high quality alfalfa that was marketed as far away as New York.  The 58 

Illinois farming operation was sold in 2004 and the North Dakota operation in 59 

2008. 60 

Q: Why are you providing this testimony? 61 

A: I strongly oppose obstacles being built in agricultural enviroments, 62 

including Rock Island Clean Line’s structures. 63 

Q: Why do you strongly oppose these obstacles? 64 

A: With the world’s population growing every day, we need to produce as 65 

much as we can off the farm land we have left.  To do this, farmers have to use 66 



ILA Exhibit 4.0 
Direct Testimony of Sid Nelson 

Docket 12-0560 
 

 5 

every tool available.  Building highlines diminishes the ability of aerial applicators 67 

to be able to apply herbicides, fungicides, fertilizer, and insecticides to farmland. 68 

Q:  Can’t these items be applied by ground crews? 69 

A: There are certain applications that cannot be done by ground rigs to 70 

growing crops.  The only way to apply these materials is with aerial application.  71 

In a lot of fields we may make multiple applications because the fungicides, 72 

insecticides, and herbicides will target one specific pest.  Aerial application is 73 

used when ground application work cannot be done due to the density and height 74 

of a standing crop or because the field is too wet.  Additionally, with aerial 75 

application we are able to cover a lot of acres in a short period of time. 76 

Q: Are there other reasons to use aerial application? 77 

A: Aerial application is used now more than ever due to advanced technology 78 

in high production agriculture.  We regularly make aerial application of fertilizer, 79 

fungicide and insecticides to growing crops.  The fertilizer we apply is a foliar 80 

application of nitrogen, phosphate, and potash (NPK).  This is done late in the 81 

season to corn, soybeans and wheat for a yield boost.  This is normally done by 82 

air, due to the size of the crop.  We will also make applications of nitrogen using 83 

dry urea in corn prior to tassel.  Because of the size of the corn, this is also done 84 

by air.  These applications can make a significant difference in yield.  Fungicides 85 

fight stalk disease and are sprayed both early and late season in wheat, corn and 86 

soybeans.  Fungicides help increase stalk quality for standability and huge 87 

increases in yield.  Insecticides protect the plant from insects that can cause 88 

huge losses in just a few days.  89 
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Q: How would Rock Island’s proposed power line affect the application? 90 

A: By allowing high line wires to be built across the proposed farms, the land 91 

that the wires cross and land in the vicinity of these wires may no longer have the 92 

option of aerial application which will greatly diminish the potential yield.   93 

Q: Why is this? 94 

A: Safety.  If an aircraft were to come in contact with the high line wires, or 95 

towers, it would most certainly cause catostrophic failure of the airplane, and, in 96 

most cases, death to the pilot.  To accurately spray a field, aerial applicators 97 

have to come within ten feet of the crop in order to reduce drift and optimize 98 

spray patterns.  Because of the amount of product – herbicide, fungicide, 99 

pesticide, or other application – the airplane carries, it cannot always make 100 

significant altitude changes to climb over obstacles.  Cross country high line 101 

wires create a hazard because the height of the wires and towers are too high to 102 

climb over.  Wind towers are difficult to navigate around because of the quantity 103 

of towers and the turbulence they create.  This may not look too dangerous when 104 

standing on the ground, but when you are flying an agriculural airplane, ten feet 105 

off of the ground, and at 150 mph, things happen real fast and attempting to 106 

navigate around these hazardous obstacles is dangerous and unforgiving. 107 

Q: Can you tell us about the equipment you use? 108 

A: Almost all agricultural aircraft flown today are turbine powered and cost 109 

between $500,000.00 to $1,750,000.00.  They carry from 400 to 1,000 gallons of 110 

liquid product and fly at speeds from 135 mph to 180 mph.  They are very 111 

sophisticated and are equipped with GPS and flow control.  112 
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Q: Will Rock Island’s project adversely affect your business, and the 113 

business of other local aerial applicators? 114 

A: Undoubtedly.  My business is very safety conscious and we all have to go 115 

through PASS programs every year, which is a safety program put on by 116 

National Agricultural Aviation Association.  Additionally, most airplanes go 117 

through pattern testing at the start of the application year.  Due to safety 118 

concerns, I will lose large amounts of business in the vicinity of the line. 119 

The proposed route of this high line goes through the most productive 120 

farm ground in northern Illinois.  In the past, I have made aerial application to 121 

most fields that the power lines are proposed to cross.  For every one hundred 122 

acres not aerially sprayed, there may be a $1,000.00 loss. 123 

Q: What about your clients? 124 

A: My clients, the farmers, will certainly be affected as well.  If any of these 125 

fields in the vicinity or under the power lines have a pest infestation and the 126 

farmer is unable to apply a pesticide by air, it has the potential to cause 127 

significant to complete crop loss.  Based upon my years of experience as a 128 

farmer and an aerial applicator, many farmers would be losing tens of thousands 129 

of dollars due to lost yields.  Insofar as I fly out of the Morris Municipal Airport, 130 

which has approximatly $70,000.00 worth of fuel sales for agricultural aircraft 131 

annually, it can expect a $10,000.00 per year decrease in that amount.   132 

Additionally, based upon my experience in aviation and managing the 133 

Morris Airport, I would expect the power line to have a negative impact on 134 

precision approaches in the future.  This would keep Morris Airport from amount 135 
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of corporate aircraft making use of the Morris Airport during adverse weather, 136 

affecting its business. 137 

Q: Have you reviewed the Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement that 138 

Rock Island Clean Line and the Illinois Department of Agriculture signed? 139 

A: Yes. 140 

Q: Has this alleviated your concerns? 141 

A: No.  Nothing in the Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement helps prevent 142 

losses to my business. 143 

Q: Does this conclude your testimony? 144 

A: Yes. 145 


