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Q: Please provide your name. 1 

A: My name is  Curtis Jacobs. 2 

Q: Please introduce yourself to the Commission. 3 

A: I am 36 years old and married.  My wife and I have two childern who are 4 

both under five years of age.  I have a Bachelor of Science degree, with a major 5 

in Engineering and a minor in Business Management.  I have lived on my 6 

property virtually all of my life. 7 

Q: What do you do for a living? 8 

A: I am a farmer.  I work the same land that both my grandparents and my 9 

parents have farmed for over seventy-two years.   10 

Q: Why are you providing this testimony? 11 

A: I am providing this testimony in opposition to Rock Island Clean Line’s 12 

proposal to build a powerline across the State of illinois, including my land. 13 

Q: Is your farming operation different than most? 14 

A: Yes.  We are committed to the production of only non-genetically-modified 15 

crops (“non-GMO”) on the entirety of our land.  We currently produce corn, 16 

soybeans, and alfalfa.  Through our improved farming practices, we have 17 

increased our yields to levels comparable to the claims that the GMO hybrids 18 

claim that they can produce.   19 

 There are premiums paid out to us when we sell our grain for following this 20 

farming practice.  The premiums change from month to month.  They typically 21 

average $0.50 - $0.95 per bushel for corn and $1.75 – $2.25 per bushel for 22 

soybeans. The premiums increase the longer we store the grain on site. In one 23 
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field along the proposed line, even in the drought last year, we experienced over 24 

250 bushel per acre yields. 25 

Q: How do you obtain such high yields without using GMO hybrids? 26 

A: We currently utilize many opportunities that precision farming advances 27 

allow today. We rely on very high precision GPS systems throughout the year for 28 

farming practices from guidance and mapping in the tractors to mapping and 29 

guidance in the combine. We are currently utilizing a Real Time Kinematic 30 

correction signal on our tractors for our primary field work. We move these 31 

systems to other vehicles for scouting operations after the crop is planted and 32 

sometimes after the crop is out in the winter. We hire Rock River Lumber and 33 

Grain to obtain soil samples on all of our property on a three year rotating basis 34 

to be able to maintain soil fertility and to generate fertilizer prescriptions for all of 35 

our fields each year. All of the products that are applied are done so using 36 

variable rate technologies. All of our past soil test results are kept on site and can 37 

be used as a guideline to help document the fertility history of the farms. I also 38 

have seven years of harvest production records in the form of yield maps to 39 

further document the improvements that we have had over the past years.  40 

Q: Will the proposed transmission line affect your crop production? 41 

A: Yes.  Having non-GMO crops grown means that our crops may not be as 42 

resilient as some GMO varieties.  They are more susceptible to soil and 43 

atmospheric conditions as well as pests and disease.  The building of the line will 44 

lead to soil compaction, tile damage, and many other issues. 45 

Q:  Do you utilize other technologies in your farming operations? 46 
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A: Yes.   In our farming practices we also employ the use of crop dusters to 47 

apply insecticides and fungicides to protect our crops. This is applied in an east-48 

west flight pattern to best maximize crop coverage per pass. The proposed line 49 

would run north and south bisecting one farm making it no longer possible to use 50 

aerial applicators. The line would then turn east and west and follow the edge of 51 

another farm also limiting the ability to use aerial applicators on both of those 52 

farms. Without using the planes to apply the needed products we would 53 

experience a loss in grain quality and quantity produced.  This would cause a 54 

direct economic impact to our operation. At this time crop dusting does not affect 55 

our crop insurance premiums.   56 

Q: Do your fields utilize tile systems? 57 

A: Every field that we own has one or more tile lines running though it. Most 58 

of the fields have very complex, expansive tile systems that cross the entire field 59 

and most were installed before detailed mapping systems were used. Some have 60 

never been located on a map. One of the parcels along the proposed line has a 61 

very extensive tile system along with multiple surface drainage structures that we 62 

have installed to allow rapid surface drainage. This field has a history of flooding 63 

four to six inches deep after a three to four inch rainfall. This field is located at the 64 

base of a waterway that we crop for hay. This waterway contributes to the 65 

majority of that flooding.  This waterway contains two ten inch tile mains that 66 

drain the fields on the higher ground. They take the water shed from 67 

approximately 200 acres of land.  Construction activities would destroy a large 68 
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amount of this tile, and without it being mapped, the damage may not be 69 

apparent for several years. 70 

Q: Does your property contain any conservation land? 71 

A: According to the maps for the proposed line, this project would cross over 72 

conservation land we have that is in the filter strip program. This program is a 73 

joint effort put together and managed by both the Farm Service Agency  and the 74 

Natural Resource Conservation Service. This practice has multiple purposes. 75 

Firstly, it is a conservation practice to help protect the drainage ditches from 76 

sediment, chemical, and possible nutrient loss. Secondly, it also provides a 77 

nesting area for migratory birds.  Both are important practices for farmers to be 78 

environmentally responsible. With these areas providing a nesting area, we are 79 

restricted from entering onto these fields unless necessary during the nesting 80 

season. That runs from April until August. Given the layout of the filter strips in 81 

two of our parcels that would be affected, this land is blocked from entry. After 82 

consultation with county directors, and other research, about any possible 83 

provisions to be made due to the line, I have come to the understanding that no 84 

provisions for transmission structures or utilities have been accepted on these 85 

lands in the past.   86 

Q: How does this impact your farm? 87 

A: The program operates on a ten year lease to the USDA.  Those lease 88 

agreements were renewed in the spring of 2013. Any violations to the contract 89 

that we have signed could cause us to forefeit all of our payments for this and 90 
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possible all other programs in which we are currently enrolled. We currently have 91 

nine acres of property that would be affected by this project.   92 

Q: Will the project impede access to your property? 93 

A: Yes.  In fact, we replaced a drainage ditch crossing along  2980th Avenue 94 

near the intersection of the main ditch and two lateral ditches. This is our only 95 

access to one parcel that is landlocked. Moving this access crossing would not 96 

be acceptable as it would cause us to cross the surface drainage structures. Any 97 

excessive traffic over them would most likely destroy their ability to function 98 

properly.  Additionally, soil compaction will occur. 99 

Q: Is it safe to assume then, that the line will greatly affect your 100 

livelihood? 101 

A: Yes.  Non-GMO crops will be much more susceptible to moisture issues 102 

caused by tile collapse, the inability to aerially apply certain agents, compaction, 103 

and other yield declining impacts.  Additionally, revenue from conservation land 104 

will be lost. 105 

Q: Did Rock Island Clean Line make errors in their routing study near 106 

your property? 107 

A: Yes.  After reviewing the maps that Rock Island Clean Line produced in 108 

this Docket, I found that there were errors in the information that it chose to 109 

report. Rock Island did send out a crew to “visually” check the route. However, 110 

that crew also missed detailed information that was not shown on the maps 111 

accurately.  For one, a levee was not shown on all the maps and on some of the 112 
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maps on which it is shown topographically it is shown in locations that would 113 

make it physically impossible to build that structure in that location.  114 

Q: What do you mean by that statement? 115 

A: The levee is shown at the base of a hill, a location where a leveee cannot 116 

be built; while the inspectors had driven up the road – 2980th Avenue – they 117 

apparently did not realize their error.   118 

Q. What else is significant about the area where your property lies? 119 

A. Approximately one-half of our property lies within the Penny Slough 120 

Drainage District.  121 

Q: What is the Penny Slough Drainage District? 122 

A:  The Penny Slough Drainage District was created in 1938 under the Flood 123 

Control Act. This drainage district contains 10,048 acres owned by over seventy 124 

landowners and contains two commercial businesses and a non-profit 125 

organization within the levees of the drainage district. The District was created as 126 

a flood protection project. 127 

Q: Would the proposed transmission line affect the drainage district? 128 

A: Yes. The area of the transmission line’s proposed crossing of the Rock 129 

River, on the northern side of this District just below a sharp bend in the Rock 130 

River, has been a site of ice jams in the past. These ice jams hold back the water 131 

and increase the flooding dangers to this area. The levee has not to this date 132 

broken in the area where the transmission line crossing would occur.  133 

Significantly, however, official inspections by the Army Corp of Engineers, as 134 

reported in a September 2012 Periodic Inspection Report, noted certain 135 
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deficiencies in operations and maintenance and indicate that the levee district’sa 136 

system rating is “unnacceptable.”  A true and correct copy of a portion of Periodic 137 

Inspection Report (through the Executive Summary page) for the Penny Slough 138 

Drainage and Levee District, as inspected on April 4, 2012, and prepared by the 139 

Army Corps of Engineers, is attached as ILA Exhibit 2.01.1  The trees located on 140 

the river side of the levee constitute the main elements of protection from the 141 

flood waters and the ice flows. Removal of these trees in order to construct the 142 

proposed transmission line would leave the levee vulnerable to severe erosion by 143 

both high and fast moving flood waters and ice flow.  If monopoles or lattice 144 

structures were to be used at the river crossing, both types of structures would 145 

be susceptible to severe erosion or toppling around the base of the levee.  I have 146 

developed a map, based upon my life-long knowledge of the area, laid upon the 147 

materials submitted by Rock Island, showing the Penny Slough Drainage District.  148 

See ILA Exhibit 2.02. 149 

Q:  How are those in the Drainage District affected? 150 

A: The proposed crossing would endanger the livelihoods of everyone who 151 

lives or works within the more than 10,000 acre area that makes up the Penny 152 

Slough Drainage District.  Lists of landowners within the District as received from 153 

Freedom of Information Act Request responses from each county are attached 154 

as ILA Exhibits 2.03 (Whiteside County) and 2.04 (Henry County).  To my 155 

understanding, the District has not been notified, in spite of Rock Island Clean 156 

                                                 
1
 The entire report can be found on the Army Corp of Engineer’s website.  

www.nld.usace.army.mil. 
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Line’s claims that all persons having an ownership interest having been notified. 157 

The Drainage District has been granted the easement on the levee and 158 

additional property on both the land side and the river side of the levee.  159 

Additionally, as a land owner I have not yet received a land owner packet 160 

informing me about this project. I found out from the mailings that were sent to 161 

other neighbors and family.  162 

Q:  Are there other enviromental concerns of which you are aware? 163 

A: Yes.  The land along the Rock River has become an ever growing area of 164 

interest for the Bald Eagle. There are a few visible Eagle nests within a mile from 165 

the proposed river crossing. I was out scouting eagles in early March, 2013 and 166 

counted twelve within a mile up stream to 1 mile down stream of the proposed 167 

crossing.  Pictures of Bald Eagles that I have taken near the route, reflecting the 168 

actual conditions at the time and place of taking, all within a short distance of the 169 

line are attached as ILA Exhibits 2.05, 2.06 and 2.07.  The number of Eagles 170 

present in this area has steadily increased over the past 10 years. There was a 171 

time when just seeing an Eagle fly in this area was extremely rare. We now see 172 

them perching in a group of trees at the intersection of two drainage ditches 173 

where the proposed line will make a sharp 90 degree turn along 2980th Avenue.   174 

Q: Are there any other wildlife concerns that you believe the Illinois 175 

Commerce Commission should know about? 176 

A: We have a family of otters that have moved into the intersection of the 177 

ditches along this road.  I also know that Indiana Bats do migrate in the area.  In 178 
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fact, the NRCS has asked me and other landowners to avoid the clearing of trees 179 

due to them serving as a habitat for these endangered species. 180 

Q: Does the land near your property that will be affected hold any 181 

historical significance? 182 

A:   Yes.   This area contains camp sites from the Black Hawk Indian wars. 183 

These camp sites were scattered around the river bottoms. The US Army and the 184 

Indians both had settlements in the area. There have been many sites along this 185 

proposed route that have yielded numerous arrowheads and axeheads that were 186 

left behind or lost due to possible raids on the various camps along the river.  I 187 

know of a couple locations within approximately 200 to 300 feet from the 188 

proposed line where artifacts have been found in the past.  189 

Q:   You pointed out that some errors had been made by Rock Island in 190 

their visual inspection.  Have other issues appeared since the inspection? 191 

A: Yes.  Other than the fact that the ice jams were not present at the time the 192 

land was inspected, there have been new developments.  For example, my wife 193 

and I have a neighbor to the south of one of the affected parcels that has built a 194 

new house about 200 feet off the road way. The construction of this house had 195 

not started at the time of the so-called visual inspection.  This house is a single 196 

story ranch style house. It is now complete and the neighbor is living there.  The 197 

local electric cooperative has also installed overhead AC power poles and line to 198 

his house that will run parallel to the proposed route with only the country road 199 

separating them.   200 

Q: Have you reviewed the Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement? 201 



ILA Exhibit 2.0 
Direct Testimony of Curtis Jacobs 

Docket 12-0560 
 

 11 

A: Yes. 202 

Q: Has this alleviated your concerns? 203 

A: No. For one thing, the Agreement is not comprehensive, addressing only 204 

some of the items of concern to landowners.  205 

Q: Does this conclude your testimony? 206 

A: Yes.  207 


