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ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 1 

DOCKET NO. 12-0560 2 

JAMES BATES 3 

Submitted On Behalf Of 4 

IBEW LOCALS 51, 9, 145 and 196 5 

I. INTRODUCTION AND WITNESS QUALIFICATIONS 6 

Q. Please state your name and business address. 7 

A. My name is James Bates and my business address is 301 E. Spruce Street, Springfield, 8 

Illinois 27032. 9 

Q. What is your occupation? 10 

A. I am the Business Manager for Local Union No. 51, International Brotherhood of 11 

Electrical Workers, AFL-CIO (“IBEW Local 51”). 12 

Q. Please summarize your educational background and professional experience. 13 

 During my career I have attended a variety of classes at Illinois Central College, 14 

University of Illinois, and the University of Wisconsin.  Among other things I have negotiated 15 

numerous contracts in both the Utility and Construction branches.  I have also been involved in a 16 

large number of arbitrations in my time with the Local. 17 

Q. What are your duties and responsibilities in your present position? 18 

A. I have overall responsibility for all aspects of operations of IBEW Local 51 including 19 

managing the staff, negotiating contracts, preparing arbitrations, and organizing new members.  20 
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Q. On whose behalf are you testifying in this proceeding? 21 

A. I am testifying on behalf of IBEW Local Unions 51, 9, 145 and 196.  22 

Q. Please identify IBEW Local 51. 23 

A. The IBEW represents approximately 55,000 members in Illinois who work in a wide 24 

variety of fields, including utilities, construction, telecommunications, broadcasting, 25 

manufacturing, railroads and government.  It is among the largest unions in the AFL-CIO and 26 

has members in many skilled occupations.  IBEW Local 51, whose main office is located in 27 

Springfield, Illinois, is a labor union representing approximately 3300 total members and is a 28 

collective bargaining representative of individuals employed by Ameren Illinois Company, 29 

Dynegy Midwest Generation, and Exelon Generation (f/k/a AmerGen Energy Company), among 30 

others.  IBEW Local 51 has current collective bargaining agreements with these public utilities 31 

and power generating companies covering the wages, fringe benefits, and terms and conditions 32 

of employment for approximately 2000 employees and more than 1000 retirees.  More than 2000 33 

IBEW Union contractors also work for Ameren to provide services such as tree trimming and 34 

line maintenance, among other types of work. 35 

Q. Please identify IBEW Local 9. 36 

A. Local 9, International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (“IBEW Local 9”), whose main 37 

office is located in Hillside, Illinois, is a labor union representing approximately 2,400 members 38 

who perform outside linework, among other types of work.  Its jurisdiction covers all or part of 39 

Cook, Will, Grundy and Kankakee Counties in Illinois.  40 
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Q. Please identify IBEW Local 145. 41 

A. Local 145, International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (“IBEW Local 145”), whose 42 

main office is located in Moline, Illinois, is a labor union representing approximately 1,100 43 

members who perform outside linework, among other types of work.  Its jurisdiction covers all 44 

or part of Carroll, Whiteside, Rock Island, Henry and Mercer Counties in Illinois. 45 

Q. Please identify IBEW Local 196. 46 

A. Local 196, International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (“IBEW Local 196”), whose 47 

main office is located in Batavia, Illinois, is a labor union representing approximately 800 48 

members who perform outside linework, utility, maintenance, generation and wind power, 49 

among other types of work.  Its jurisdiction covers all or part of Carroll, Stephenson, Winnebago, 50 

Boone, McHenry, Lake, Whiteside, Jo Davies, Ogle, DeKalb, Kane, DuPage, Lee and Kendall 51 

Counties in Illinois. 52 

Q. What is the purpose of your testimony? 53 

A. I am testifying in support of Rock Island Clean Line, LLC’s (“Rock Island”) proposed 54 

Rock Island Clean Line transmission project (“Rock Island Project”).  55 

II. ROCK ISLAND CLEAN LINE PROJECT 56 

Q. What is your understanding as to the purpose and scope of this proceeding? 57 

A. I understand Rock Island is seeking a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity 58 

and a Section 8-503 Order from the Illinois Commerce Commission to construct, operate and 59 

maintain the Illinois portion of the Rock Island Project, which will be a + 600 kilovolt (“kV”) 60 

high voltage direct current electric transmission line, from northwest Iowa to a converter station 61 
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in Channahon, Illinois, and two 345 kV alternating current electric transmission lines (one single 62 

circuit line and one double circuit line) from the converter station to the Collins Substation near 63 

Morris, Illinois.  I understand that the total length of the Rock Island Project will be 64 

approximately 500 miles and the Illinois portion will be approximately 121 miles and is 65 

proposed to run through Rock Island, Whiteside, Henry, Bureau, LaSalle and Grundy Counties.  66 

Q. Do IBEW Locals 51, 9, 145 and 196 support Rock Island’s Petition? 67 

A. Yes.  The Rock Island Project is important to Illinois’ future for several reasons: to 68 

strengthen the transmission grid and provide reliable electric service, to provide access for 69 

additional high quality wind generation resources to Illinois markets, and to create good quality 70 

jobs and support economic development.  Having a reliable electric grid supports the growth and 71 

development of the Illinois economy.  Providing access to Illinois markets for additional, high 72 

quality wind generation resources will help to meet the growing demand for clean electricity and 73 

can help to lower electricity prices for consumers.  Additionally, the creation of quality union 74 

jobs is important to the state in this time of economic recovery.  The construction and installation 75 

of the Project facilities in Illinois, including the construction and installation of the converter 76 

station in Channahon, Illinois, will be a very substantial construction project in Illinois.  77 

Q. Is the use of IBEW workers instrumental to the construction of the Rock Island 78 

Project? 79 

A. Yes.  The IBEW promotes a highly skilled workforce by providing extensive training and 80 

education to its members.  This expertise results in projects being completed efficiently, safely, 81 

and reliably.   82 
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Q. What types of jobs will the Rock Island Project create? 83 

A. IBEW expects that, as estimated in Rock Island Exhibit 5.2 at Table 4, the Rock Island 84 

Project will create 1,087 jobs (an average of 362 jobs per year for a three-year period) 85 

specifically associated with construction of the lines. These will be jobs for, among others, line 86 

workers, equipment operators and ground men. In addition, the construction of the DC-to-AC 87 

converter station in Channahon, Illinois, is projected to create 626 jobs (an average of 208 jobs 88 

per year for a three-year period). These will all represent an important source of employment for 89 

IBEW members. Additionally, once the Rock Island Project is completed and placed into 90 

operation, there will be permanent jobs for maintenance and outside linework on the Project.  As 91 

such, IBEW strongly supports the Project because of the economic and job creation benefits it 92 

will bring IBEW members and the state.  93 

Q. In addition to the job creation benefits, are there any other benefits of the Rock 94 

Island Project? 95 

A. Yes.  The Project will be beneficial to the overall economy of Illinois.   Some 96 

components of the Project, such as the cable wire, will be produced or fabricated in Illinois.  97 

Also, although the Project is intended to provide transmission capacity to Illinois for wind 98 

generation facilities to be built in northwest Iowa, some components for those wind generation 99 

facilities may be produced or fabricated in Illinois.  Beyond these specific benefits in terms of 100 

increased manufacturing and fabrication in Illinois, as summarized in Rock Island’s Petition and 101 

summarized principally in the testimonies of Michael Skelly and David Berry of Rock Island, the 102 

Rock Island Project will enable substantial additional wind generating capacity, located in 103 

excellent wind resource areas, to access the Illinois markets.  This additional wind generating 104 



IBEW Exhibit 1.0 
Page 6 of 6 

capacity and the electricity it produces will assist utilities and power suppliers in meeting the 105 

Illinois Renewable Portfolio Standards as well as, more generally, in meeting the demand for 106 

electricity from renewable resources.  By accommodating the construction of the additional wind 107 

generation capacity, and increasing the import capability into Illinois, the Project will enable 108 

more electricity supply to be available to Illinois customers.  This will also reduce the prices in 109 

the competitive wholesale electricity markets and should lower retail prices for customers.  110 

Therefore, the construction and operation of the Rock Island Project will promote the 111 

development of an effectively competitive electricity market.  The Rock Island Project will also 112 

provide for the integration of wind energy from areas remote from Illinois with wind energy 113 

from sources within Illinois.  Providing access for this additional generating capacity to the 114 

Illinois market should also improve reliability of service for Illinois.  All of these benefits are 115 

important to the continuing economic development in Illinois.  A reliable, competitive electric 116 

supply is good for economic development, and the Rock Island Project will help promote a 117 

reliable, competitive electric supply. 118 

III. CONCLUSION 119 

Q. Does this conclude your direct testimony? 120 

A. Yes, it does. 121 


