
 
 
 

 
 
June 19, 2012 
 
 
[Landowner name and address] 
 
 
Re:  [Insert tax ID] 
  
Dear [Title] [Last Name], 
 
We are writing to contact you about an important energy project being developed in your area 
by Clean Line Energy Partners (“Clean Line”) and its project development company, Rock Island 
Clean Line LLC (“Rock Island”).  The project, an overhead electric transmission line, is called 
the “Rock Island Clean Line.”  In this letter and the accompanying materials, you will find 
additional information about Rock Island Clean Line and about the Illinois regulatory process for 
approving the construction of a transmission line.   
 
You have received this notice because, according to the records of the tax collector for your 
county, property in which you have an interest lies along the proposed route and could be 
affected by the location or construction of this transmission line.  It is our intention to reach a 
fair and reasonable agreement with you to acquire an easement or other land rights on the 
above-referenced property to construct and operate the transmission line.  We would like to 
schedule a meeting with you where we can discuss topics such as proposed compensation for 
the easement, construction practices Rock Island will use in building the project, and the 
measures Rock Island will employ to minimize impacts to existing land use.  At this meeting, we 
can show you a map of the area where Rock Island is seeking an easement or other land rights 
on your land. 
 
Projects like the Rock Island Clean Line are critical to improving the electric transmission 
system in the United States and will result in greater energy security, increased reliability, and 
lower prices for power.  The Rock Island Clean Line is an approximately 500-mile overhead 
transmission line that will run from northwest Iowa, cross the Mississippi River and enter Illinois 
south of Cordova, Illinois, and terminate near Morris, Illinois.  The project will connect some of 
the best wind energy resources in the country with communities in Illinois and other states to 
the east, areas that have a strong demand for clean energy.  By delivering enough clean energy 
to power around 1.4 million homes, the project will help to reduce power prices for 
consumers, contribute to energy security, increase state and local tax revenues, and reduce 
pollution. 
 

 



 
 
 

Rock Island has filed an application with the Illinois Commerce Commission (“ICC”) to obtain a 
Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity under §8-406 of the Public Utilities Act 
(“PUA”), the state regulatory approval needed to construct, operate and maintain a transmission 
line in Illinois.  Rock Island has also requested an order from the ICC under §8-503 of the PUA 
authorizing and directing Rock Island to build the transmission line.  The easements needed to 
construct, operate and maintain the transmission line will typically be between 145 and 200 feet 
in width with the exception that, for the approximately 3-mile segment between Rock Island’s 
converter station in Channahon, Illinois, and its termination near the Collins Substation, the 
easement width will be 270 feet.  The construction, operation and maintenance of the line may 
require certain rights of access and entry to the easement and temporary construction 
easements.  The structures supporting the transmission line on its straight-line runs will typically 
utilize single, drilled-pier type concrete foundations or direct imbed type foundations that are 
characteristic of single pole type structures.  Rock Island will generally not use multi-foundation 
lattice-type structures for the transmission line, except that lattice-type structures may be 
required for points where the line turns, for long spans such as river crossings, and for other 
situations where needed to deal with specific engineering and environmental challenges. 
 
We have enclosed the “Statement of Information from the Illinois Commerce Commission 
Concerning Acquisition of Land or Land Rights-of-Way by Illinois Utilities and Common 
Carriers by Pipeline,” the Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement that Rock Island has 
executed with the Illinois Department of Agriculture, the Clean Line Employee Code of 
Conduct, a compensation fact sheet, and a DVD with information about the project. 
 
We would like to speak with you to discuss in greater detail the construction practices Rock 
Island will use to build the project, the measures Rock Island will employ to minimize impacts to 
existing land use, and proposed compensation for the easement.  You can reach us toll free at 
(855) 466-1009 or mknox@rockislandcleanline.com at your earliest convenience to schedule a 
mutually agreeable time to meet.  If we do not hear from you, we would like to contact you 
again to schedule a meeting.   For more information about the project, please visit our project 
web site at www.rockislandcleanline.com. 

Thank You, 

 

Mike Knox 
 
PO Box 4144, Waterloo, Iowa 50704 
(855) 466-1009 
mknox@rockislandcleanline.com 
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TITLE 83: PUBLIC UTILITIES  
CHAPTER I: ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 

SUBCHAPTER b: PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO MORE THAN ONE KIND OF 
UTILITY 

PART 300 GUIDELINES FOR LAND AND RIGHT-OF-WAY ACQUISITIONS  
SECTION 300.APPENDIX A STATEMENT OF INFORMATION FROM THE ILLINOIS 

COMMERCE COMMISSION CONCERNING ACQUISITION OF LAND OR LAND 
RIGHTS-OF-WAY BY ILLINOIS UTILITIES AND COMMON CARRIERS BY PIPELINE
 

  
Section 300.APPENDIX A   Statement of Information from the Illinois Commerce 
Commission Concerning Acquisition of Land or Land Rights-of-Way by Illinois Utilities and 
Common Carriers by Pipeline 
  

A representative of a public utility or a common carrier by pipeline (collectively the 
company) is contacting you to negotiate the purchase of property or the acquisition of land or a 
land right-of-way over or through property that you own, or in which you have an interest as an 
owner.  The company proposes to construct, operate and maintain certain facilities on your land, as 
set forth in the accompanying letter.  The company representative contacting you will further 
explain the proposed project. 
  

The purpose of this Statement is to provide you with general information regarding the 
Illinois Commerce Commission's (Commission's) regulatory process governing a company's 
proposed project, including the procedures that companies must follow before they can exercise the 
power of eminent domain to acquire land or land rights.  Eminent domain is the power of the State, 
or those to whom the power is delegated by the State, to take private property for public use upon 
payment of just compensation to the landowner as is determined by the courts.  This Statement 
covers several questions that landowners commonly pose to Commission staff members about 
proceedings at the Commission that relate to a company's proposed project when a company seeks 
to place facilities on or near those landowners' property.  This Statement, however, is not a legal 
opinion concerning your rights under the law, or the Commission's rules.  It also is not a detailed 
analysis of the procedures involved.  If you have any questions concerning your legal rights, you 
may wish to consult an attorney. 
  

Requests for a Commission Certificate under 
Section 8-406, 8-406.1, or 15-401 of the Public Utilities Act 

  
Ordinarily, before constructing major new facilities, a public utility must obtain a certificate 

of public convenience and necessity from the Commission under Section 8-406 or 8-406.1 of the 
Public Utilities Act [220 ILCS 5/8-406 or 8-406.1].  Likewise, a common carrier by pipeline 
ordinarily must obtain a certificate in good standing from the Commission under Section 15-401 of 
the Public Utilities Act [220 ILCS 5/15-401] before constructing a pipeline or other facility.  In 
either case, to obtain a certificate, the utility or common carrier files an application with the 
Commission describing the proposed project.  The Commission then initiates a proceeding to 
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consider evidence regarding the application and notifies affected landowners of the date, 
time and place of the initial hearing regarding the proposed project.  If you have concerns about 
such a proposal, the Commission encourages you to participate in the Commission's certificate 
proceeding.  Changes to a company's proposal are much less likely after the Commission has 
approved the proposal and issued the company a certificate.  Landowners may participate in the 
proceeding, either through oral or written statements, or by intervening in the proceeding regarding 
the proposed project, as provided in the Commission's Rules of Practice (83 Ill. Adm. Code 200).  
In this type of proceeding, the Commission considers such factors as the public need for the 
proposed project, the type of facilities to be constructed, and the feasibility of the proposed location 
of the facilities.  If the Commission determines that a company has met the requirements for 
obtaining a certificate and it approves the facility's design and location, it will grant a certificate to 
the company authorizing construction of the facility and the route that the facility will take across 
or through property not owned or controlled by the company. 
  

Requests for a Commission Order Under 
Section 8-503 of the Public Utilities Act 

  
A company may also seek a Commission Order under Section 8-503 [220 ILCS 5/8-503] 

authorizing or directing it to construct the proposed project, either in conjunction with its request to 
obtain a certificate under Section 8-406 or 15-401, or separately.  If a company seeks an order 
pursuant to Section 8-503 in a separate proceeding, the Commission will notify affected 
landowners of the Section 8-503 proceeding, and affected landowners may participate in this type 
of proceeding in the same manner as is described above for applications for certificates under 
Section 8-406 or 15-401.  If, at the conclusion of the proceeding, the Commission grants the 
company's request for an order pursuant to Section 8-503, it will issue an order authorizing the 
proposed project or directing the company to construct the proposed project, including the specific 
route of the facility.  If the Commission grants a company's request for a certificate under Section 
8-406.1, the Section 8-406.1 order must also contain an order pursuant to Section 8-503 
authorizing or directing the construction of the high voltage electric service line. 
  

Requests for Eminent Domain Authority Pursuant to  
Section 8-509 of the Public Utilities Act 

  
A company seeking a certificate under Section 8-406.1 or a Commission Order under 

Section 8-503 may also apply to the Commission for authorization under Section 8-509 [220 ILCS 
5/8-509] to use the power of eminent domain through the courts pursuant to the Eminent Domain 
Act [735 ILCS 30] to acquire the land or land rights necessary for the project.  The company may 
elect to seek Commission authorization pursuant to Section 8-509, either in conjunction with its 
request for a certificate under Section 8-406.1 or for a Commission Order under Section 8-503, or 
separately.  If the Commission authorizes the use of eminent domain under Section 8-509, and if 
the company is unable to reach agreement with the landowners to acquire the property interests 
necessary to complete the proposed project, the company will file a condemnation lawsuit in the 
circuit court where the property is located in order to obtain the property interests that the project 
requires.  The courts, not the Commission, make the final decision as to whether the company can 
acquire land or land rights by eminent domain and, if so, the compensation that the company will 
pay to the landowner.   
  

Attempts by Companies to Acquire Property Rights 
  

Before seeking a Commission Order authorizing or directing a company to construct a 
project, a company may choose to acquire land or land rights from landowners.  A company may 
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seek to purchase land or acquire a right for use of the land.  Alternatively, a company may 
seek to obtain an option to purchase land or land rights at a future date.  A company representative 
will provide affected landowners with information regarding the price and other terms that the 
company intends to offer for the land or land rights.  Such a company uses its own forms for this 
type of transaction.  The Commission does not require a company seeking to acquire land or land 
rights to use any particular form.   
  

The price and other terms for the land or land rights is a matter of negotiation. between each 
landowner and a company.  The Commission does not participate in the negotiation The 
Commission also does not establish or approve the negotiated price and other terms for the 
acquisition of land or land rights.  Negotiation involves discussion and bargaining in an effort to 
reach a mutual agreement.  During the negotiations, and at any time, you may be represented by an 
attorney.  However, you are under no obligation to retain anyone to provide legal counsel.  Further, 
you are under no obligation to negotiate or reach an agreement with the company that is seeking to 
acquire land or land rights.  The Commission does not require such a company to obtain by 
negotiation a fixed amount or percentage of land or land rights necessary for the project before it 
seeks Commission authorization to acquire land or land rights. 
  

The Commission typically makes its final decision regarding a project's route in certificate 
proceedings.  Once a company obtains a certificate, issues such as the specific route of the project 
are not typically reconsidered in subsequent Section 8-503 proceedings before the Commission.  
Once a company obtains a Commission Order pursuant to Section 8-503 for a project, issues such 
as the specific route of the project will not be reconsidered in subsequent Section 8-509 
proceedings before the Commission and in subsequent condemnation proceedings before the 
courts.  You should not delay in taking whatever action that you believe is, or may be, necessary to 
protect your property interests.  If you elect to negotiate with a company, the Commission 
encourages you or your representative to negotiate vigorously.   
  

If you have any questions about this Statement or Commission rules and procedures, please 
contact: 
  

Director, Safety & Reliability Division 
Illinois Commerce Commission 
527 East Capitol Avenue 
Springfield, Illinois 62701 

  
Please address specific questions concerning your individual property to the company 
representative. 
  

(Source:  Amended at 37 Ill. Reg. 2864, effective March 1, 2013) 
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Rock Island Clean Line LLC 
Rock Island Clean Line Project 

Code of Conduct 
For 

Right-of-Way Agents and Subcontractor Employees 
 

This Code of Conduct applies to all communications and interactions with property owners 
and occupants of property by all right-of-way agents and subcontractor employees 
representing Rock Island Clean Line LLC in the negotiation of right-of-way and the 
performance of surveying, environmental assessments and the other activities for the Rock 
Island Clean Line Project on property not owned by Rock Island Clean Line LLC. 
 
 
1.  All communications with property owners and occupants must be factually correct and 
made in good faith. 

a. Do provide maps and documents necessary to keep the landowner properly informed 
b. Do not make false or misleading statements. 
c. Do not misrepresent any fact. 
d. If you do not know the answer to a question, do not speculate about the answer. Advise 

the property owner that you will investigate the question and provide an answer later. 
e. Follow-up in a timely manner on all commitments to provide additional information. 
f. Do not send written communications suggesting an agreement has been reached when, 

in fact, an agreement has not been reached. 
g. If information provided is subsequently determined to be incorrect, follow up with the 

landowner as soon as practical to provide the corrected information. 
h. Do provide the landowner with appropriate contact information should additional 

contacts be necessary. 
2. All Communications and interactions with property owners and occupants of property 
must be respectful and reflect fair dealing. 

a. When contacting a property owner in person, promptly identify yourself as 
representing Rock Island Clean Line LLC. 

b. When contacting a property owner by telephone, promptly identify yourself as 
representing Rock Island Clean Line LLC. 

c. Do not engage in behavior that may be considered harassing, coercive, manipulative, 
intimidating or causing undue pressure. 

d. All communications by a property owner, whether in person, by telephone or in 
writing, in which the property owner indicates that he or she does not want to negotiate or does 
not want to give permission for surveying or other work on his or her property, must be respected 
and politely accepted without argument. Unless specifically authorized by Rock Island Clean 
Line LLC, do not contact the property owner again regarding negotiations or requests for 
permission. 
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e. When asked to leave property, promptly leave and do not return unless specifically 
authorized by Rock Island Clean Line LLC.  

f. If discussions with the property owner become acrimonious, politely discontinue the 
discussion and withdraw from the situation. 

g. Obtain unequivocal permission to enter property for purposes of surveying or 
conducting environmental assessments or other activities. Clearly explain to the property owner 
the scope of the work to be conducted based on the permission given. Attempt to notify the 
occupant of the property each time you enter the property based on this permission. 

h. Do not represent that a relative, neighbor and/or friend supports or opposes the Rock 
Island Clean Line Project. 

i. Do not suggest that any person should be ashamed of or embarrassed by his or her 
opposition to the Rock Island Clean Line Project or that such opposition is inappropriate. 

j. Do not argue with property owners about the merits of the Rock Island Clean Line 
Project. 

k. Do not suggest that an offer is “take it or leave it.” 
l. Do not threaten to call law enforcement officers. 
m. Avoid discussing a property owner’s failure to note an existing easement when 

purchasing the property and other comments about the property owner’s acquisition of the 
property. 

 
3. All communications and interactions with property owners and occupants of property 
must respect the privacy of property owners and other persons. 

a. Discussions with property owners and occupants are to remain confidential. 
b. Do not discuss your negotiations or interactions with other property owners or other 

persons unaffiliated from Rock Island Clean Line LLC. 
c. Do not ask relatives, neighbors and/or friends to influence the property owner or any 

other person. 
 



ILLINOIS LANDOWNER COMPENSATION FACT SHEET

$1,500 annually or $18,000 one time

Monopole Type Structure

$500 annually or $6,000 one time

Truss Type Structure

$500 annually or $6,000 one time

Lattice Type Structure
(generally for turns or long spans only)

Clean Line believes in fairly compensating landowners who have transmission facilities on their property.  This fact 
sheet provides an overview of the compensation Clean Line is offering Illinois landowners.

EASEMENT PROPERTY

For the DC section covering the majority of the route, Clean Line will use an easement that is approximately  
145-200 feet wide for the specific purpose of constructing, operating and maintaining the transmission line.   
For the AC section of the route that is approximately 3 miles long, the easement will be approximately 270 feet 
wide.  The land within the easement is referred to as the “Easement Property.”

Landowners will be able to continue to farm the land within the Easement Property.  Land in the Easement 
Property taken out of production by the transmission line foundations will typically comprise less than 1% of the 
Easement Property.

COMPENSATION CALCULATION

There are two primary components to compensation:  easement payments and structure payments.

EASEMENT PAYMENT

Easement compensation is based on the area of the easement, calculated in acres, and the fair market value of the 
land required for the easement.  Fair market value is determined through a market study conducted by an independent 
appraiser.  A property specific estimate will be calculated for each landowner at 90% of fair market value.

STRUCTURE TYPES AND PAYMENTS

Structure compensation is calculated based on the type of structure selected by Clean Line and the number of 
structures located on a specific property.  The landowner may elect to receive a one-time payment or annual payments, 
at the landowner’s preference.  Annual payments will be made as long as a structure is on the Easement Property.

ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION

Additional payments will be made to landowners in situations, such as:

• crop damage       
• center pivot irrigation interference       
• damage to drainage tile       
• commercially marketable timber



DETERMINING LAND VALUE

A market study will be performed within each county along the proposed route by a certified independent 
appraiser to determine the current market value ranges of properties.  These market values and specific 
characteristics of each parcel will be used in determining compensation for the Easement Property.  The price per 
acre offer used to determine compensation for the Easement Property is calculated at 90% of fair market value.  
For purposes of the example below, that price per acre offer is $8,000.

CONTACT

Rock Island Clean Line

Mike Knox 
PO Box 4144 
Waterloo, Iowa 50704 
tel (855) 466-1009 
mknox@rockislandcleanline.com

EASEMENT PAYMENT

 175  foot easement width x  2,640  feet (half a mile) =  462,000  square feet

 462,000  square feet / 43,560  (square feet in an acre) = ~ 10.6  acres

 10.6  acres x  $8,000  (price per acre offer) =  $84,800 

Easement Payment = $84,800 
 added to 
 
STRUCTURE PAYMENT

 2  (monopole structures) x  $6,000  (per monopole) =  $12,000 

Structure Payment = $12,000

LANDOWNER COMPENSATION EXAMPLE

In this example we are assuming:

•  A price per acre offer of $8,000 (as discussed above) 
•  A 175-foot-wide easement that spans half a mile 
•  Two monopole structures are placed on the easement property 
•  The landowner has chosen to receive a one-time upfront 
   payment.  At their preference, landowners may choose one-time 
   or annual payments for structures.

As illustrated below, under these circumstances the 
landowner would receive a payment of $96,800.

Total Payment: $84,800 (easement payment) + $12,000 (structure payment) = $96,800

This example is not an offer and is based on a price per acre offer of $8,000 and other factors. Actual 
offers will be based on a market study of land values for each parcel and may be higher or lower than 
this estimate. Company representatives and land agents are available to meet anytime.


