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INTERIM ORDER 

 
By the Commission: 
 
 On May 2, 2013, CenterPoint Energy – Illinois Gas Transmission Company LLC 
(“Applicant”) filed a Verified Application requesting that the Commission:  (i) issue an 
interim order granting Applicant temporary authority to operate, as a common carrier by 
pipeline, the facilities formerly owned and operated by CenterPoint Energy – Illinois Gas 
Transmission Company (“Company”), and to provide the services provided by Company 
at the rates and on the terms and conditions set forth in the tariffs in Company’s name 
presently on file with the Commission, pending the outcome of this proceeding; and (ii) 
issue a final order granting Applicant a Certificate of Good Standing (“Certificate”) 
pursuant to Section 15-401 of the Illinois Common Carrier by Pipeline Act, 220 ILCS 
5/15-401 (“Act”), and certain other relief, including permission to file a revised tariff, as 
well as the authority to maintain its books and records outside of this State.   
 
 The application states that Company was a certificated common carrier by 
pipeline in Illinois by way of Docket No. 98-0510; Applicant is the limited liability 
company successor to Company.  Applicant succeeded to all of the businesses and 
assets of Company on May 1, 2013, and intends to conduct those businesses in the 
same manner as Company using the same assets and personnel.  Applicant states that 
it will continue to be fit, willing, and able to operate as a common carrier by pipeline in 
Illinois following Company’s conversion from a corporation to a limited liability company, 
and now requests a Certificate of Good Standing be issued to ensure that Applicant is in 
full compliance with the Act. 
 
 In support of its Application, Applicant states that it is a limited liability company 
doing business at CenterPoint Energy – Illinois Gas Transmission Company LLC, 1111 
Louisiana Street, Houston, Texas 77002.  Applicant is authorized to do business in 



13-0340 
Interim Order 

2 

Illinois.  Applicant’s registered agent in Illinois is CT Corporation System, 208 S. LaSalle 
Street, Chicago, Illinois 60604. 
 
 Applicant’s corporate predecessor was a Delaware corporation, which was a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of CenterPoint Energy Resources Corporation (“CERC”), a 
natural gas energy company with operations in natural gas distribution, competitive 
natural gas sales and services, interstate pipelines, field services, and other operations.  
The Commission certified Company as a common carrier by pipeline to own and 
operate a pipeline system in Illinois for the conveyance of natural gas in Docket No. 98-
0510.  The pipeline system originally consisted of approximately 73 miles of 10-inch 
diameter pipeline with no compression and a maximum firm load capacity of 
approximately 36,000 dekatherms per day.  Company delivered the natural gas to end 
use customers located within Illinois.   
 
 In 2009, the Commission granted Company a Certificate of Good Standing and 
allowed Company to replace 55 miles of the pipeline with a 2.2-mile pipeline in Docket 
No. 09-0054.  In that docket, the Commission found that a public need for the 2.2-mile 
pipeline existed; the Company was fit, willing, and able to operate the pipeline; and the 
pipeline would convenience the public.   
 
 Following the conclusion of Docket No. 09-0054, the pipeline system now 
consists of approximately 20.2 miles of 10-inch diameter pipes, with no compression 
and a maximum firm load capacity of approximately 65,000 dekatherms per day, that 
extend from an interconnection with Natural Gas Pipeline (NGPL) in Glen Carbon, 
Illinois, to various delivery points in Madison County, Illinois.  The pipeline transports 
natural gas and operates as a Hinshaw pipeline under the jurisdiction of the 
Commission and as an interstate pipeline under the jurisdiction of the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission.  
 
 According to the application, the Company’s customer, WRB Refining, purchases 
capacity on the pipeline.  WRB Refining operates a large-scale oil refinery in Roxana, 
Illinois and is under contract until 2016.  The refinery makes products such as gasoline 
and other fuels and chemicals used by virtually every Illinois citizen.  It serves the public 
at large, both with the product created and the jobs sustained in the local economy.   
 
 In the Application, Applicant states that WRB Refining will continue transporting 
products using Applicant’s pipelines upon Certification.  There will be no change in the 
size, length, current capacity, products shipped, or normal operating flow rates for the 
certified pipeline due to the corporate change.  By supplying the refinery with reliable 
and affordable natural gas, Applicant’s pipeline benefits Illinois citizens as a whole.  The 
pipeline ensures continued service to Illinois residents.  
 
 There have been no major problems, incidents, or complaints with respect to the 
operation of Company’s pipeline in Illinois; Company was never charged with violating 
any Federal or State laws or rules or regulations related to the operation of its pipeline 
systems.  In connection with Docket No. 09-0054, certain landowners filed objections 
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with respect to the Company’s request to, among other things, abandon certain pipeline 
facilities.  After issuance of the Final Order in Docket No. 09-0054, the Company 
worked directly with certain landowners to remove abandoned pipe upon request, and 
neither the Company nor the Applicant were/are aware of any remaining issues with 
respect to such removal.   
 
 On May 1, 2013, Company reorganized under Delaware law and became 
Applicant, a limited liability company.  Applicant succeeded to all of the businesses and 
assets of Company, and conducts those businesses using the same personnel as 
Company.  Company converted from a corporation to a limited liability company 
because Company’s parent changed from CERC to a master limited partnership jointly 
and equally controlled by CERC and OGE Energy Corp.  Accordingly, as of May 1, 
2013, Company legally became Applicant, who now owns the same assets previously 
owned by Company and provides the same services previously provided by Company.  
Company’s tariff was duly filed with the Commission and, contemporaneous with this 
Application, the Applicant seeks to file a new tariff and rate schedule reflecting the name 
change, as well as some additional non-substantive changes.  Applicant seeks a 
Certificate consistent with the Certificate held by Company to ensure that it is in full 
compliance with the provisions of the Act. 
 
 Applicant states that it qualifies for a Certificate of Good Standing because 
Applicant’s application for a Certificate was properly filed; a public need for its service 
exists; Applicant is fit, willing, and able to provide the service in compliance with this 
Act, Commission regulations, and orders; and public convenience and necessity 
requires issuance of the Certificate. 
 
 Applicant claims that its application was properly filed.  Before effecting the 
reorganization, a representative from the Company communicated with Commission 
Staff with respect to requesting this Certificate.  After the Company had the necessary 
documentation with respect to the reorganization, Applicant filed this application for a 
Certificate of Good Standing to ensure compliance with the Act.  Thus, consistent with 
its understanding of the proper procedure, Applicant filed this application immediately 
upon reorganizing. 
 
 Applicant further states that a public need exists for Applicant’s services.  
Company has made available and has provided customers reliable and affordable 
natural gas pipeline service for the last fifteen years.  WRB Refining, a large-scale 
refinery in Roxana, Illinois, will continue transporting products, as necessary, using 
Applicant’s pipelines with no change in the size, length, current capacity, products 
shipped, or normal operating flow rates for the certified pipeline due to the corporate 
change. 
 
 Applicant also states that it is fit, willing, and able to provide service in 
compliance with the Act, Commission regulations, and orders.  Company’s assets for 
the Year 2012 total approximately $10.6 million.  Company’s revenue for the Year 2012 
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total approximately $223,000.  Applicant owns the assets previously owned by, and 
provides the services previously provided by, Company. 
 
 Applicant further states that it will continue to possess the same technical and 
managerial ability to own and operate the pipeline and to provide the services 
previously provided by Company.  Michael C. Stoll, Division Vice President, replaced 
Mr. Robert A. Trost in 2013 and had marketing responsibility for the Company, and 
Frank J. Antoine, Division Vice President Midstream Operations, oversaw the 
operations of the Company.  Mr. Stoll and Mr. Antoine continue these responsibilities for 
the Applicant.  Mr. Stoll has 29 years of experience in natural gas business and 
marketing, and Mr. Antoine has 29 years of experience in natural gas engineering and 
pipeline operations.   
 
 Applicant conducts Company’s businesses using the same personnel as 
Company, which operated the pipeline for fifteen years, and which the Commission 
found was fit, willing, and able to operate as a common carrier by pipeline in Docket No. 
09-0054.  Applicant claims it is equally fit, willing, and able following the corporate 
restructuring.  
 
 Applicant also claims that issuing Applicant a Certificate of Good Standing would 
convenience the public.  Applicant will continue supplying natural gas to WRB Refinery, 
who has been notified of the change in corporate structure.  Applicant states that if it is 
not certificated, Applicant will not be able to transport natural gas and the public would 
be inconvenienced.  Like Company, Applicant is fit, willing, and able to operate the 
pipeline without incident, consistent with Federal and State laws and the  rules and 
regulations related to the operation of its pipeline system.   
 
 Applicant claims the reorganization does not change, reduce, or impair the 
oversight or operation of the pipeline in Illinois in any respect.  The conversion from a 
Delaware corporation to a Delaware limited liability company, and the name change 
from “CenterPoint Energy – Illinois Gas Transmission Company” to “CenterPoint Energy 
– Illinois Gas Transmission Company LLC,” are the only changes.  
 
 Applicant further requests permission to file its revised tariff and rate schedule, 
as well as the authority to continue to maintain its books and records outside of Illinois.  
Applicant would like to maintain its contract information in its St. Louis, Missouri office; 
its accounting, regulatory, and environmental information in its Shreveport, Louisiana 
office; and its gas control operations information in its Houston, Texas office.  Applicant 
will make available to the Commission at the Commission’s offices in Springfield, Illinois 
such documents as the Commission may properly request of Applicant in the exercise 
of the Commission’s duties and responsibilities under the Act and any rules and 
regulations promulgated thereunder.  
 
 Applicant claims that interim relief is necessary.  Applicant requests that the 
Commission, at the earliest possible date, issue an interim order granting it all of the 
authority requested herein on temporary basis pending the outcome of this proceeding.  
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To ensure continued service to Illinois citizens and compliance with the Act, Applicant 
requests that, based on the information contained in this Verified Application, the 
Commission grant Applicant temporary status as a properly certificated common carrier 
by pipeline.  Applicant filed a motion for an interim order requesting this relief 
contemporaneously with the Application. 
 
 The Commission, having considered the entire record herein and being fully 
advised in the premises, is of the opinion and finds that: 
 

(1) Applicant is a Delaware limited liability company that operates a pipeline 
for the transport of fuels on an intrastate basis in Illinois; Applicant is a 
“common carrier by pipeline” as that term is defined in the Act; 

 
(2) the Commission has jurisdiction over Applicant;  
 
(3) good cause exists to grant Applicant an interim certificate to operate as a 

common carrier by pipeline, pending the outcome of this proceeding; 
 
(4) the same technical, financial and managerial resources that supported 

CenterPoint Energy - Illinois Gas Transmission Company in Docket No. 
98-0510 and Docket No. 09-0054 continue to support CenterPoint Energy-
Illinois Gas Transmission Company LLC, and show that the Applicant has 
the managerial, financial, and technical expertise, to operate as a common 
carrier by pipeline, pending a final resolution of this proceeding; 

 
(5) if not already filed, Applicant should file with the Office of the Chief Clerk 

of the Commission all documentation that was filed with the Illinois 
Secretary of State pertaining to the change in corporate entity from 
CenterPoint Energy – Illinois Gas Transmission Company to CenterPoint 
Energy – Illinois Gas Transmission Company LLC; 

 
(7) in all respects, the relief granted to CenterPoint Energy-Illinois Gas 

Transmission Company in Docket No. 98-0510 and Docket No. 09-0054 
should be applicable to CenterPoint Energy - Illinois Gas Transmission 
Company LLC pending a final resolution of this proceeding; and; 

 
(6) upon entry of this Interim Order, if not already filed, Applicant shall file with 

the Commission its revised tariff and rate schedule to reflect the corporate 
change; and 

 
(7) Applicant may maintain its books and records outside of this State, 

provided that Applicant agrees to make such books and records available 
to the Staff of the Commission at a convenient location in this State should 
the Staff reasonably request to review such books and records from time-
to-time. 

 



13-0340 
Interim Order 

6 

 IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED, pursuant to Section 15-401 of the Common 
Carrier by Pipeline Law, CenterPoint Energy - Illinois Gas Transmission Company LLC 
shall be, and is hereby, certificated to operate as a common carrier by pipeline, as set 
forth and requested in CenterPoint Energy - Illinois Gas Transmission Company LLC’s 
Verified Application, pending the outcome of this proceeding. 
 
 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED upon entry of this interim order, if not already filed, 
CenterPoint Energy - Illinois Gas Transmission Company LLC shall file new tariffs to 
reflect the corporate change, said tariffs to be effective upon the cancellation of the 
currently effective CenterPoint Energy - Illinois Gas Transmission Company tariffs. 
 
 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED THAT CenterPoint Energy-Illinois Gas Transmission 
Company LLC may maintain its books and records outside of this State, provided that 
Applicant agrees to make such books and records available to the Staff of the 
Commission at a convenient location in this State should the Staff reasonably request to 
review such books and records from time to time. 
 
 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this Order is not final; it is not subject to the 
Administrative Review Law. 
 
 By Order of the Commission this 18th day of June, 2013. 
 
 
 
 (SIGNED) DOUGLAS P. SCOTT 
 
 Chairman 


