
 

 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 
 

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 
 

Aqua Illinois, Inc. ) 
 ) Docket No. 13- 
Petition for 20-Year Meter Testing Variance ) 
in Aqua Illinois’ Vermilion Division ) 
  
  
 

VERIFIED PETITION OF AQUA ILLINOIS, INC. 
 

Aqua Illinois, Inc. (“Aqua” or the “Company”) hereby requests pursuant to 83 Ill. Admin 

Code §600.340, that the Illinois Commerce Commission (the “Commission”) enter an Order 

granting Aqua a variance authorizing the Company to test 5/8” service water meters within its 

Vermilion Division every 20 years.  In support of this Petition, Aqua states as follows: 

1. Aqua provides water and sewer public utility service to the public in certain areas 

of Kankakee, Vermilion, Will, Boone, Knox, Lake, Cook, DeKalb, Kane, and Champaign 

Counties in the State of Illinois.  The Company is a public utility within the meaning of the Act, 

220 ILCS 5/3-105. 

2. Section 600.340 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice (“Rules”) provides, in 

pertinent part: 

Unless otherwise approved by the Commission, each service water meter shall be 
periodically inspected and tested in accordance with the following schedule, or as 
often as the results may warrant, to insure that the meter accuracy is maintained 
within the limits set out in Section 600.310: 

5/8 inch meter – 10 years or for each 100,000 cubic feet registered. 

83 Ill. Admin. Code §600.340 (emphasis added). 

3. As further described in the Direct Testimony of Robert Ervin, Area Manager of Aqua’s 

Vermilion Division, Aqua currently inspects and tests 5/8” water meters within the Vermilion 

Division at intervals no greater than every 10 years.  In light of advancements in meter 
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technology and lifespan, the Company has conducted a comprehensive review and analysis of its 

meter testing program in the Vermilion Division to determine whether a 20-year variance would 

be appropriate.  As part of that review, Aqua conducted a random test of a total of 69 – 5/8” 

water meters at 20-plus years of age and 54 water meters at 15-plus years of age to determine 

their accuracy.  The testing was conducted consistent with Section 600.310 – Test and Allowable 

Error – of the Illinois Administrative Code.   

4.  The test data revealed positive results.  It effectively demonstrates that a 20-year meter 

testing period is reasonable and appropriate for the Vermilion Division.  Moreover, switching to 

a 20-year testing period will benefit customers as testing costs will decrease and, because many 

of these meters are located within a customer’s premises, customers may experience fewer 

inconveniences associated with meter testing.   

5. In the interests of cost savings, Aqua also requests that it have the option of either 

replacing 5/8” meters with 20 years of service with new meters, or testing, reconditioning, and 

returning such meters to service. 

5. In further support of this Petition, Aqua is filing the Direct Testimony of Robert Ervin, 

Area Manager of Aqua’s Vermilion Division, as attached hereto. 

WHEREFORE, for all of the reasons set forth above, Aqua Illinois, Inc. respectfully 

requests that the Illinois Commerce Commission enter an Order: (1) approving a 20-year meter 

testing variance for Aqua’s Vermilion Division, (2) authorizing Aqua to either replace or test, 

recondition, and return to service water meters with 20 years of service within Aqua’s Vermilion 

Division, and (3) granting any and all other appropriate relief. 
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Dated:  June 18, 2013 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Aqua Illinois, Inc. 
 
By:    /s/  John E. Rooney  
       One of its attorneys 
 

John E. Rooney 
Caitlin M. Shields 
Rooney Rippie & Ratnaswamy LLP 
350 West Hubbard Street, Suite 600 
Chicago, Illinois 60654 
(312) 447-2800 
john.rooney@r3law.com 
caitlin.shields@r3law.com 




