
STATE OF ILLINOIS 
 

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 
 
 
Commonwealth Edison Company  : 
       : 13-0276 
Petition seeking confidential treatment of : 
Portions of annual AMI Implementation : 
Report.       : 
 

 
PROPOSED ORDER 

 
By the Commission: 
 
 On April 4, 2013, Commonwealth Edison Company (“ComEd”) filed a verified 
Petition requesting that the Commission enter an order keeping portions of its annual AMI 
Implementation Report confidential for a period of time for not less than five (5) years.  
 
 In the Petition, ComEd states that this portion of the Report generally identified the 
location of where work was performed with respect to distributed generation projects.  The 
Report indicates that the distributed generation metric repeported in the table reflects 
ComEd’s response time to a distributed resource project application.  It does not, however, 
include any customer names, or electric usage, rates, or billing data. or any other personal 
information about ComEd’s customers.  (Petition at 1) ComEd concludes that the general 
public has no legitimate interest in the location that “data.”  ComEd argues that Section 
7(1)(c) of the Illinois Freedom of Information Act protects from disclosure information that 
would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of what ComEd calls “personal privacy.”  In 
support it cites 5 ILCS 140/7(1)(c).  ComEd states that the data it seeks to have treated as 
confidential concerns the location of Distributed Generation projects that are identified by a 
partial street address.  (Petition at 1) Those locations were included in a table on pages 6-8 
of Attachment 1 to the Report.  (Petition at 2) does not state the nature of the work 
performed or why the location of that work is private information.  Additionally, ComEd 
requests that this Commission protect this information from disclosure for a period of five 
(5) years.  ComEd states no facts supporting its request for confidentiality for five (5) years.   
 
 However, tThe section of the Freedom of Information Act cited by ComEd provides 
as follows:  
 

[T]he following shall be exempt from inspection and copying: 
 
c) Personal information contained within public records, the disclosure of 

which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, 
unless the disclosure is consented to in writing by the individual subjects 
of the information. “Unwarranted invasion of personal privacy” means the 
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disclosure of information that is highly personal or objectionable to a 
reasonable person and in which the subject's right to privacy outweighs 
any legitimate public interest in obtaining the information. The disclosure 
of information that bears on the public duties of public employees and 
officials shall not be considered an invasion of personal privacy.  

 
5 ILCS 140/7(1)(c). This portion of the Illinois Freedom of Information Act has been 
construed to provide that a private party’s name, address, telephone number or social 
security number are exempt from production.  Local 1274, Illinois Federation of Teachers, 
AFT, AFL-CIO v. Niles Township High School District 219, 287 Ill. App. 3d 187, 191, 678 
N.E. 2d 9 (1st Dist. 1997); Heinrich v. White, 2012 IL App (2d) 110564, 5, 975 N.E.2d 726.  
The information provided by ComEd in its Petition indicates that what it intends to keep 
secret does not fit within the protections afforded by the statute.   
 
 ComEd has not provided the Commission with information establishing that the 
information it requests is protected from public scrutiny by the Illinois Freedom of 
Information Act.  Because the underlying data is customer information, we find it 
appropriate to provide this information confidential treatment It also has not stated any 
reason why this protection should be afforded for a period of five years.  The relief 
requested in ComEd’s Petition should be denied, without prejudice granted.   
 
 The Commission, having considered the entire record herein and being fully advised 
in the premises, is of the opinion and finds that:  
 

(1) Commonwealth Edison Company is an Illinois corporation engaged in the 
transmission, distribution, and sale of electricity to the public in Illinois and is 
a public utility as defined in Section 3-105 of the Public Utilities Act;  

 
(2) the recitals of fact set forth in the prefatory portion of this Order are 

supported by the Petition and are hereby adopted as findings of fact; 
 

(3) Section 5-109 of the Public Utilities Act states, in relevant part: 
 

All reports made to the Commission by any public utility 
and the contents thereof shall be open to public 
inspection, unless otherwise ordered by the 
Commission. 

 
(4) Section 7(1)(c) of the Illinois Freedom of Information Act, (5 ILCS 140/7(1)(c) 

exempts from public disclosure:  
 

Personal information contained within public records, 
the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly 
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, unless the 
disclosure is consented to in writing by the individual 
subjects of the information. “Unwarranted invasion of 
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personal privacy” means the disclosure of information 
that is highly personal or objectionable to a 
reasonable person and in which the subject's right to 
privacy outweighs any legitimate public interest in 
obtaining the information. The disclosure of 
information that bears on the public duties of public 
employees and officials shall not be considered an 
invasion of personal privacy.  

 
(5) the verified Petition presents no facts indicating that the information specified 

above falls within the exemption stated in Finding five (5) above; 
 

(6) the Petitioner's request to afford confidential treatment to a portion of keep its 
2012 Annual AMI Implementation Report should be denied, without prejudice 
granted. 

 
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the relief requested in ComEd’s Petition to 

afford confidential treatment to a portion of keep its 2012 Annual AMI Implementation 
Report is denied, without prejudice granted.   

 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, subject to the provisions of Section 10-113 of the 

Public Utilities Act and 83 Ill. Adm. Code Section 200.880, this Order is final; it is not 
subject to the Administrative Review Law.  
 
 
DATED:       May 2431, 2013 
BRIEFS ON EXCEPTIONS DUE:    May 31, 2013 
 
        Claudia E. Sainsot, 
        D. Ethan Kimbrel, 
        Administrative Law Judges 
 

Attachment A




