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1                      PROCEEDINGS

2      JUDGE YODER:  By the authority vested in me by

3 the Illinois Commerce Commission, I will now call

4 Docket Number 13-0240.  This is a complaint filed b y

5 Cornelius J. Crane against Ameren Illinois Company,

6 complaint as to billing and charges in Makanda,

7 Illinois.

8               Mr. Crane, would you state your name

9 and address for the court reporter, please?

10      MR. CRANE:  Cornelius Crane, C-R-A-N-E, 1376

11 Cedar Creek Road, Makanda, Illinois, but the mailin g

12 address is Carbondale, Illinois.

13      JUDGE YODER:  Okay.  And for Ameren?

14      MR. DEARMONT:  Good morning, Judge.  This is

15 Eric Dearmont on behalf of Ameren Illinois Company

16 d/b/a Ameren Illinois.  My business address is 1901

17 Chouteau Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63166.

18      JUDGE YODER:  All right.  Very well.  Is there

19 anyone else wishing to enter their appearance in th is

20 docket?

21                      (No response.)

22               Let the record reflect no response.
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1               Mr. Crane, this is a prehearing

2 conference.  This is our first hearing.  So what I

3 normally like to do is explain for complainants the

4 general process that we follow here at the

5 Commission.

6               All right?

7      MR. CRANE:  Yes.

8      JUDGE YODER:  Generally at the Commission we

9 handle our dockets by the beginning parties filing

10 prefiled testimony.  And what that is, since you ar e

11 the complainant, you would go first.  And when we s et

12 a date for you to file your direct testimony, you

13 would write out your testimony, whether in a questi on

14 and answer format or just in a narrative format,

15 indicating the facts of the matter and how you

16 believe Ameren has harmed you in some way or violat ed

17 the rules of the Commission -- or their tariffs, I am

18 sorry.  After you file that, then Ameren would have

19 the opportunity to file direct testimony laying out

20 their position on this docket.

21               Since you are the complainant, have

22 the burden of proof, you would have the opportunity
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1 to go last.  So you would have the opportunity to

2 then file rebuttal testimony which would lay out or

3 which would rebut anything that Ameren has raised i n

4 their testimony.

5               Do you understand what I have said so

6 far?

7      MR. CRANE:  I think I do.

8      JUDGE YODER:  All right.  And if you have othe r

9 witnesses besides yourself, they would also have to

10 file testimony by the deadlines that we would set

11 with a schedule at a future date in this docket.

12               All right?

13      MR. CRANE:  I understand.

14      JUDGE YODER:  Now, generally since this is the

15 first hearing and the parties haven't had much

16 opportunity to discuss the matter or to exchange

17 discovery requests or data requests, generally what

18 we do from today's date is we will kick this over

19 about 30 days to a status hearing, let the parties

20 start any discovery they want to do, have any

21 discussions about the matter.  Then at the next

22 hearing date what we will do is try and set a
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1 schedule.  So you can work between now and then

2 toward thinking about how you will prepare your

3 testimony.

4               All right?

5      MR. CRANE:  Yes.

6      JUDGE YODER:  Okay.  So if we go about 30 days ,

7 that would put us maybe June 11 or 12.  Do either o f

8 those days work any better for you?

9      MR. CRANE:  Either of those dates should work.

10      JUDGE YODER:  Okay.  Mr. Dearmont, either of

11 those work any better for you?

12      MR. DEARMONT:  No, I have no conflicts either

13 day, Judge.

14      JUDGE YODER:  Okay.  Well, if either of those

15 work for both of you, why don't we say June 11, 201 3,

16 at nine o'clock.  And at that date we will return;

17 hopefully the parties will have begun to discuss th e

18 matter and started working on any discovery that th ey

19 have.  And that's, you know, you asking questions o f

20 Ameren and its witnesses.  They will have the

21 opportunity to send you requests to find out

22 information and get that process going.
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1               Would Ameren be able to provide a

2 telephone call-in number for the next status hearin g,

3 Mr. Dearmont?

4      MR. DEARMONT:  We would be glad to.

5      JUDGE YODER:  Okay.  So, Mr. Crane, at the nex t

6 hearing it appears Ameren will be able to set up a

7 call-in number so you would not need to appear here

8 in Springfield.  You will be able to call in again

9 for that hearing.

10               All right?

11      MR. CRANE:  Yes.

12      JUDGE YODER:  Okay.  Do you have any questions

13 about what you need to do between now and June 11?

14      MR. CRANE:  I guess a lot of them.  I am

15 supposed to come up with questions and be prepared to

16 ask for June 11?

17      JUDGE YODER:  Well, between now and June 11 yo u

18 need to be starting your discovery process if there

19 is discovery that you want to find out from Ameren

20 and working that with Mr. Dearmont.  Now, if you

21 have --

22      MR. CRANE:  I have a few questions.
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1      JUDGE YODER:  I am sorry?  Go ahead.

2      MR. CRANE:  Between now and then I will send

3 him a list of questions that I would like answered?

4      JUDGE YODER:  Right.  Now, if there is

5 procedural questions you have about how you want th at

6 accomplished, maybe you can stay on the line here a nd

7 talk to Mr. Dearmont.  He is not going to be able t o

8 answer factual questions or anything like that.  Bu t

9 if there is a procedural question you have about ho w

10 they want that, where they want that sent and

11 everything, he can help you with that.

12               Okay?

13      MR. CRANE:  Yes.

14      JUDGE YODER:  Now, going forward when we decid e

15 to set testimony days, do you have any questions

16 right now about that?

17      MR. CRANE:  I mean, if there is a question I

18 have right now, it is how much money does Ameren wa nt

19 to waste when they did this.  Accept they made a

20 mistake for $217.60 and we can move forward.

21      JUDGE YODER:  Mr. Crane, you are talking

22 possible settlement or settlement for defense costs
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1 or anything like that.  That's not something to go

2 over now with me.  I am not getting involved in any

3 settlement talks.  This isn't a mediation or

4 arbitration.  So if you have any questions about th e

5 future filing of testimony, now is the time to ask

6 them, and if you have any questions that come up

7 between now and June 11 you can ask those at the Ju ne

8 11 status hearing.

9      MR. CRANE:  If -- I just come up with a list o f

10 questions of information that I need from them that

11 supports my concerns.

12      JUDGE YODER:  Okay.  Well, I can give you the

13 outline.  I can't tell you what to ask them or

14 anything.

15               All right?

16      MR. DEARMONT:  Mr. Crane, if you want to stay

17 on the line after the judge leaves, then I can give

18 you my contact information.

19      MR. CRANE:  Okay.  Thank you.

20      JUDGE YODER:  So I have kind of laid out that

21 first part.  And what we will be doing at the next

22 hearing if you guys don't settle, we will be settin g
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1 testimony dates.  After everybody gets their

2 testimony filed, then we'll be looking at an

3 evidentiary hearing.  But we will worry about that

4 date in the future.

5               All right, Mr. Crane?

6      MR. CRANE:  Yes.

7      JUDGE YODER:  So I will continue this matter

8 today 'til June 11, 2013, at 9:00 a.m.

9      MR. DEARMONT:  Judge, if I may just add, I

10 don't believe we have yet filed an answer or a

11 responsive pleading.  I would just note for you and

12 the record we would plan to do that sometime betwee n

13 today and the June 11 status, if that works for you .

14      JUDGE YODER:  Yes, that's fine.  So, Mr. Crane ,

15 Ameren is going to file what's called a formal

16 answer.  They will file their response to what you

17 have indicated in your complaint.  That's just to p ut

18 the case at issue.  So that will be filed.

19               Can we say you will file that by June

20 7, just so I have a date for the Clerk?

21      MR. DEARMONT:  Yes.

22      JUDGE YODER:  All right.  Anything further
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1 today, Mr. Crane?

2      MR. CRANE:  I don't think so.

3      JUDGE YODER:  Okay.  Stay on the line, and tal k

4 to Mr. Dearmont.

5               Anything further on behalf of Ameren,

6 Mr. Dearmont?

7      MR. DEARMONT:  Not this morning.  Thank you,

8 Judge.

9      JUDGE YODER:  Okay, thank you.  Continue this

10 matter to June 11 at nine o'clock.  Thank you.

11                      (Whereupon the hearing in this

12                      matter was continued until Jun e

13                      11, 2013, at 9:00 a.m. in

14                      Springfield, Illinois.)

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22


