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ComEd Ex. 8.10 – Glossary of Terms and Explanations of Narrative Entries 

 ARB means average rate base. 

 A “bridge analysis” compares revenue requirements in two cases and explains the drivers 

behind the change in a later case as compared to the immediately preceding case.   

 The CMC is the ComEd Management Committee.   

 Booz & Company uses the term “CTA,” which means Cost(s) to Achieve.  In addition, 

when Booz personnel refer to “socializing,” they mean circulating ideas or documents for 

review and comment.   

 CX stands for cross-examination. 

 In a November 28, 2012 entry from G. Rippie, EC refers to the Illinois Senate Executive 

Committee, which voted on resolutions related to the pension, year-end rate base, and 

interest issues on rehearing and, subsequently, appeal. 

 FRC means Formula Rate Case.   

 FTP means File Transfer Protocol, and involves obtaining information from the intranet 

site where data request responses were stored for use by the rate case team. 

 IEDT stands for Illinois Electricity Distribution Tax. 

 KPI stands for Key Performance Indicator and is related to ComEd’s annual incentive 

plans and to incentive compensation generally.   
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 PTM stands for pre-trial memo. 

 RBP stands for responsible business person. 

 In rate cases, the ComEd “steering committee” is a group comprised of internal business 

people, in-house attorneys and outside counsel who make strategic and policy decisions 

regarding litigation of each formula rate case.  The committee allows for senior level 

attorneys and business people to guide and coordinate the progress and prosecution of 

each case.   

 The “whitepaper” referenced throughout the narratives was an exhibit that accompanied 

Dr. Hemphill’s testimony in Docket No. 11-0721, and that explained in detail the 

operation of EIMA and the filings and timelines embedded in EIMA.   

 Time entries describing “work” on testimony, briefing, motions, affidavits, or proposed 

orders refer to drafting, reviewing, revising, and strategizing about these items.  Time 

entries describing “attention to” refer to drafting, reviewing, and revising various items.  

Occasionally “attention to” is also used for attending telephone conferences, meetings, 

and other items.  Time entries that use the phrase “follow up” generally refer to the tasks 

being conducted in a preceding entry from that same time keeper.   

 In conjunction with these cases, attorneys needed to review EIMA (including what is 

commonly referred to as the Trailer Bill), and perform work related thereto, including 

coordinating the initial formula rate filing with other filings required by EIMA, such as 

the metrics docket; meeting other requirements of EIMA, such as job creation; 

researching legislative history and comments; and reviewing and participating in 
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meetings regarding drafts of the pending legislation that gave rise to the formula rate 

cases to inform our strategic legal decisions regarding preparation for and prosecution of 

these cases.   

 Some attorneys and paralegals needed to complete FERC training and testing and obtain 

the security badge necessary to access and participate in the review of certain audit 

documents in preparation for the formula rate filing.   

 While our attorneys are generally familiar with Commission rules, we do not expect them 

to have committed to memory the more detailed and technical rules related to things such 

as formatting of filings.  Moreover, we expect them to verify that rules have not changed 

since the last time they referenced them.  Finally, it is just good practice to review the 

rules frequently. 

 Our attorneys drafted a mandamus motion for emergency use in the event that the 

Commission failed to accept ComEd’s initial formula rate filing, which was necessary 

and appropriate work given the uncertainty surrounding the precise requirements for 

filing this first formula rate case and thus whether the Clerk of the Commission would 

accept ComEd’s filing.   

 Whenever ComEd is involved in a rate case, we ask outside counsel to assist in the 

preparation of and present a discovery training session for ComEd’s witnesses and RBPs, 

which provides instruction regarding, among other things, the data request response 

process to ensure ComEd is able to process and respond to the anticipated volume of 

requests within compressed timeframes.  This is often referred to as a “discovery talk,” 

“EIMA presentation,” or “EIMA case training.”   
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 From time to time, ComEd has an EIMA status call for matters relating to that statute.  

These calls involve issues concerning rate cases as well as other matters.  We require 

attorneys to separately charge the time for these EIMA status calls to those matters to 

which the charges relate.  Thus, entries related to EIMA status calls in the narratives 

attached to my testimony are for rate case issues on those calls.  To the extent time is 

billed for rate cases and related dockets, those entries are also appropriately billed to the 

rate cases because the entries concern how the rate cases relate to other dockets – this 

coordination is appropriately billed to the rate cases.  ComEd also convenes weekly status 

calls or meetings during the pendency of a rate case to ensure that activities are 

progressing as planned and to assist in coordination of efforts.  These calls may also be 

referred to as “check-in” calls, reporting calls, rate case calls, rate status calls, or rate 

calls. 

 The rehearing in Docket No. 11-0721 created discovery issues in Docket No. 12-0321, 

and entries regarding those issues are properly billed to Docket No. 12-0321 even though 

they appear to be related to Docket No. 11-0721.   

 SFIO submits one combined monthly invoice for all work done on every docket that it is 

working on for ComEd, and ComEd assigns those charges to the proper matters.  To 

clarify this assignment process, a spreadsheet showing the invoice amounts reflected in 

ComEd Exhibit 3.09, attached to Mr. Fruehe’s testimony, is included with Exhibit 8.06 to 

my testimony.  Thus, although invoices from SFIO included charges for work done in 

Docket No. 10-0467 in addition to work done in furtherance of Docket No. 11-0721, the 

charges related to Docket No. 10-0467 were not included in rate case expense for Docket 

No. 11-0721.  In addition, although rehearing was not granted in Docket No. 10-0467, 
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ComEd and other parties did prepare petitions for rehearing, thus SFIO work on that 

topic was properly billed.  Moreover, the Bills supporting the work done for the Cash 

Working Capital Study by Mr. Hengtgen at SFIO were provided in discovery in Docket 

No. 12-0321 and are also attached to my testimony in this Docket.     

 The Bills supporting the work done for the Transmission Loss Study by Siemens were 

provided in discovery in Docket No. 12-0321 and are also attached to my testimony in 

this Docket.  In addition, a “kick-off meeting” is simply a way of referring to a meeting 

where professionals commence work on a project. 

 PDR&C evaluated specific ComEd 2011 capital investments and prepared related reports 

in connection with Docket No. 11-0721.1  Each PDR&C report contains a detailed 

description of the work performed, including interviews with key technical and 

management personnel and review of documentation relating to the planning and 

execution of these projects (such as ComEd standards, technical presentations, project 

authorization overviews, project status reports, and key technical reports).  PDR&C 

evaluated the management processes being utilized as well as samples of projected plant 

additions to determine if those processes and projected plant additions reflected good 

                                                 
1 The specific capital investments and their corresponding Investment Tracking Numbers (“ITN”) were: (1) 

Capacity Expansion Baseline work ITN 29335, and Capacity Expansion Projects between $100,000 and $5 million 
ITN 16542; (2) the Dearborn 12 kV Feeder Ties project ITN 23622; (3) the Facility Relocation Baseline work ITN 
19262, and Facility Relocation Projects less than $100,000 Regionally Managed ITN 19742; (4) the purchase of 
vehicles and equipment for ComEd’s fleet ITN 21402; (5) a sample of projects associated with ComEd’s 
Unspecified IT LRP Project Pool ITN 42096; (6) the Wacker Drive Reconstruction Project ITN 5363; (7) projects to 
purchase distribution transformers – corrective maintenance ITN 5346, and to purchase meters for customer field 
operations F&MS capital purchases ITN 3594; (8) the New Business work category projects Inside Chicago 
Baseline ITN 5968, and Outside Chicago Baseline ITN 5972; (9) overhead corrective maintenance work for 
Overhead Distribution Defect Repairs ITN 10622, Overhead Non-Emergency Corrective Maintenance ITN 30422, 
Substation Corrective Maintenance Capital Distribution ITN 29102, and Storm Restoration ITN 10628; (10) system 
performance projects 4/12 kV Mid-Circuit Reclosers ITN 40100, and Replace Distribution Poor Performing URD 
ITN 4920; and (11) underground corrective maintenance work for Distribution Emergency Cable Fault Replacement 
ITN 20543, and Distribution Cable Fault Repair ITN 10623.   
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utility practices designed to ensure prudent decision making and efficient 

implementation.  ComEd assembled the extensive documentation reviewed by PDR&C 

as workpapers and made those documents available in the Springfield and Chicago data 

rooms.  

 Ancillary charges on the legal invoices attached to my testimony are often corroborated 

and further explained by corresponding contemporaneous time entries. 

 In both rate cases, Ms. Lipinski, a paralegal (also known as a legal assistant) at Eimer 

Stahl, performed extensive work on data requests including assisting with their 

assignment to witnesses and tracking; attending the daily discovery tracking call when 

necessary; and formatting, coordinating, and serving data request responses.  To perform 

the tasks in the most efficient manner possible, it was necessary for Ms. Lipinski to 

relocate from Eimer Stahl’s offices in downtown Chicago to ComEd’s offices in Oak 

Brook.  To do this, Ms. Lipinski required a rental car.  In addition, when not stationed in 

Oak Brook, meeting the extensive discovery and filing obligations in the formula rate 

case often required Ms. Lipinski to work late into the night, requiring cab fare home to 

ensure her personal safety.  By way of example, on November 8, 2011, the day she rented 

the car for Docket No. 11-0721, Ms. Lipinski worked on the initial filing in that matter 

until 1:15 a.m., shortly before the truck containing the filing left for Springfield.  She 

then took a cab home and rented a car later that day for future use.   

 Invoices from Sidley Austin LLP (“Sidley”) were provided in discovery in Docket No. 

12-0321 and are also attached to my testimony in this Docket.  Sidley uses timekeeper 

numbers instead of initials in its invoices; 94140 represents Darryl Reed and 34990 
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represents Debbie Ochwat, a paralegal (also known as a legal assistant).  In addition, 

although the November 18, 2011 bill from Sidley includes amounts related to a future test 

year Article IX rate case, those amounts were properly assigned to a different matter, 

were not billed to the formula rate case, and are not included in rate case expense.  

 Jenner and Block also uses timekeeper numbers instead of initials in its invoices; 0688 

represents David DeBruin, 1439 represents Katherine Fallow, 10463 represents Barry 

Levenstam, 2338 represents Matthew Price, and 2293 represents Bharat Ramamurti, who 

are all attorneys; 0894 represents Mary Patston, who is a paralegal (also known as a legal 

assistant). 

 Representatives of ComEd met with representatives of Eimer Stahl in an effort to explore 

streamlining data processing, search, and recovery in rate cases.  These entries discuss 

Axcelerate/Recommind (a proprietary software program and vendor designed to index 

and search electronically stored information) and/or a discovery test module database.  

These entries were properly billed to Docket No. 11-0721 as they relate directly to 

discovery in a rate case, and preparing for and prosecuting rate cases.   

 One entry from Mr. Stahl on January 27, 2012 should indicate a call regarding witness 

Fetter as opposed to Setter.     

 Although scheduling is sometimes a “routine” matter, in rate cases where there are 

numerous parties and several rounds of testimony and briefing, scheduling is often time 

consuming and cumbersome.  Specifically, in Docket No. 11-0721, there were at least 

three proposed schedules that Mr. Fosco worked through, ultimately resulting in a 

compromise schedule agreed to by all parties.  
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 There are parallel issues between the formula rate cases of Ameren Illinois Companies 

(“AIC”) and ComEd, and it is necessary for our attorneys to review AIC’s positions from 

time to time. 




