
 

Page 1 of 11 

ComEd Ex. 8.01 – Biographies of Attorneys and Paralegals 

Eimer Stahl LLP 

David M. Stahl is one of the founding partners of Eimer Stahl.  He has practiced complex 

commercial, regulatory, and energy litigation for nearly forty years.  His has extensive 

experience in the field of energy law regulation and litigation, beginning in the mid-1970’s when 

he litigated matters at the FERC, Nuclear Regulatory Commission, and Securities and Exchange 

Commission and in state and federal courts involving the interconnection of the Electrical 

Reliability Council of Texas with the eastern interconnected grid and the expansion of the spent 

fuel pools at the Dresden and Quad Cities nuclear generating facilities.  He has represented 

ComEd in proceedings at the ICC involving the potential cancellation of the Byron and 

Braidwood nuclear generating stations in favor of construction of fossil units or other 

alternatives and the subsequent rate-basing of those units; a variety of rule makings at the FERC 

involving deregulation of wholesale energy markets as well as various proceedings at the ICC 

relating to competition in retail markets; and a variety of litigation matters involving “stranded 

cost” recovery and retroactive operation of statutes involving subsidized waste-to-energy 

facilities.  He has represented parties in arbitrations concerning “regulatory out” clauses, and has 

represented a number of industrial facilities in disputes with power and energy suppliers.  He has 

had a lead role in every ComEd delivery services rate case at the ICC since 2005 and has been 

recognized by Chambers & Partners (2010-2012) as a leading Energy & Natural Resources 

attorney in Illinois.  He graduated magna cum laude from the University of Michigan Law 

School in 1971, and was a member of the Order of the Coif.  In 1973 he joined the firm of Isham, 

Lincoln & Beale, becoming a partner of that firm in 1979.  He joined Sidley & Austin as a 

partner in 1988, leaving that firm in July 2000 to found Eimer Stahl LLP. 
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Mark R. Johnson is a partner at Eimer Stahl.  His practice focuses principally on matters 

involving utility regulation and restructuring, and he has been recognized by Chambers & 

Partners (2010-2012) as a leading Energy & Natural Resources attorney in Illinois.  His focus 

includes traditional and formula ratemaking, smart grid, energy efficiency, renewable energy, 

clean coal, energy procurement, utility restructuring and competitive market development, and 

financing.  He also provides counsel regarding the preparation, implementation and 

interpretation of legislation related to these issues.  Before joining Eimer Stahl, Mark was an 

associate with the Chicago office of Sidley Austin LLP.  He graduated with distinction from the 

University of Iowa College of Law in 2002 and received an undergraduate degree cum laude 

from Wheaton College in 1999.   

Ronit C. Barrett is a partner at Eimer Stahl, although at the time the services at issue in 

these cases were rendered, she was an associate.  She focuses her practice on utility regulatory 

matters including traditional and formula ratemaking, rule-making, and audit proceedings before 

the Commission, as well as state and federal court litigation related to these issues.  Before 

joining Eimer Stahl, Ronit was an associate with the San Diego office of Gray Cary, now known 

as DLA Piper.  She received her law degree from the University of Virginia School of Law in 

1999, and received an undergraduate degree with high honors, the Academic Excellence Award, 

and distinction in the major from the University of California Santa Barbara in 1996.   

Jonathan M. Wier is of counsel at Eimer Stahl.  In addition to his commercial litigation 

practice, Jon represents utilities in regulatory matters, including traditional and formula 

ratemaking, energy efficiency, and energy procurement.  Before joining Eimer Stahl, Jon was an 

associate with the Chicago office of Mayer, Brown and Platt. Jon also served as Assistant 

General Counsel to Speaker of the Illinois House of Representatives, Michael Madigan, during 
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the 2000 legislative session.  He graduated Order of the Coif from the University of Wisconsin 

Law School in 1999 and received an undergraduate degree in accounting from the Wharton 

School of Finance at the University of Pennsylvania in 1996.   

Vanessa D. McClinton is a staff attorney at Eimer Stahl.  In addition to her commercial 

litigation practice, she has experience in matters relating to utility regulation, including rate 

setting and utility audits.  Before joining Eimer Stahl, Vanessa served as consultant to the Fuse³ 

Group, LLC where she assisted in planning retention-focused workshops for women and 

minority associates in large law firms. From 1999 to 2001, Vanessa was an associate with the 

Chicago office of Sidley & Austin.  She also served as a judicial law clerk for U.S. District Judge 

Anna Diggs Taylor from 1998 to 1999.  Vanessa graduated from the Northwestern University 

School of Law in 1998, where she was a recipient of the Ronald Kennedy Scholarship.  In 1995, 

she received her undergraduate degree, with distinction, from the University of Michigan.   

Judy M. Lipinski is a paralegal at Eimer Stahl.  She has almost seven years of paralegal 

experience, most of that focused on utility regulatory work.  In 2003, she received a certification 

with honors from the American Bar Association-approved and accredited Institute for Paralegal 

Studies at Loyola University Chicago, as well as an undergraduate degree summa cum laude in 

Criminal Justice from Saint Xavier University.   

James L. McGovern is a paralegal at Eimer Stahl.  He has five years of experience as a 

project assistant and/or paralegal.  In 2007 he received a certification from the American Bar 

Association-approved and accredited Institute for Paralegal Studies at Loyola University 

Chicago, and in 2005 he received an undergraduate degree from Western Illinois University.   

Rooney, Rippie, & Ratnaswamy LLP 
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John E. Rooney is a founding partner of Rooney Rippie & Ratnaswamy LLP.  His 

practice for nearly 25 years has focused on the electric and gas industry.  For more than 16 years 

he has represented clients in regulatory and strategic matters and in litigation of those matters 

before agencies and in trial and appellate courts.  In recent years, his work has included bundled 

and delivery rate design and revenue proceedings under both test year and formula rates, 

including both general and tariff-specific proceedings, commission approvals of corporate 

reorganizations, wholesale energy supply and demand procurement, and siting and licensing of 

new facilities.  He has been recognized as a leading energy lawyer in Illinois by Chambers USA 

– America’s Leading Business Lawyers consecutively since 2003.  He graduated from The John 

Marshall Law School in 1988.  He served as an Administrative Law Judge at the Illinois 

Commerce Commission for 8 years, and served as Chief Administrative Law Judge for 5 of 

those years.  He formerly was a partner at Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal LLP before forming 

Rooney Rippie & Ratnaswamy LLP in March of 2010. 

E. Glenn Rippie is a founding partner of Rooney Rippie & Ratnaswamy LLP.  His 

practice has, for more than 20 years, focused on representing electric and gas industry clients in 

regulatory and strategic matters, and in litigation of those matters before agencies and in the trial 

and appellate courts.  In recent years, his work has included bundled and delivery rate design and 

revenue proceedings under both test year and formula rates, including both general and tariff-

specific proceedings, wholesale energy supply and demand response procurement, siting and 

licensing new facilities, purchase and sale of energy generation and delivery companies and 

assets, development, approval, and review of Smart Grid strategies and related price responsive 

rates, alternative regulation, and prudence and service reliability investigations. He has been 

named a #1-rated energy lawyer in Illinois by Chambers USA – America’s Leading Business 
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Lawyers for six straight years.  He is cited by The Best Lawyers in America® and the Illinois 

Leading Lawyers Network® for his work in energy and administrative law, and was selected in 

2005, 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010 as an Illinois Super Lawyers® for energy work.  He graduated 

from Yale Law School in 1985, where he was a Coker Fellow.  He formerly was a partner at 

Hopkins & Sutter and at Foley & Lardner LLP before forming Rooney Rippie & Ratnaswamy 

LLP in March of 2010. 

John P. Ratnaswamy is a founding partner of Rooney Rippie & Ratnaswamy LLP.   He 

has practiced for over 25 years and focused on representing electric and gas industry clients in 

regulatory and strategic matters and in litigation of those matters before agencies and in trial and 

appellate courts.  In recent years, his work has included a wide variety of matters from public 

utility requests for rate increases to regulatory reconciliations and audits to electric market 

restructuring to wholesale and retail energy sales.  He has been recognized by Chambers USA as 

one of the top Energy & Natural Resources attorneys in the state of Illinois consecutively since 

2007.  He was also selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America® 2010 and 2011 and 

the 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2010, and 2011 Illinois Super Lawyers® lists in the field of energy 

law.  He has published articles on a number of subjects, such as the inter-relationship of federal 

bankruptcy and energy regulation statutes.  He graduated from Northwestern University School 

of Law in 1985, cum laude.  Mr. Ratnaswamy clerked for the late Honorable Francis D. 

Murnaghan, Jr., of the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, and the Honorable 

Norma L. Shapiro of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania.  

He formerly was a partner at Hopkins & Sutter and at Foley & Lardner LLP before forming 

Rooney Rippie & Ratnaswamy LLP in March of 2010.  He also serves as an Adjunct Professor 

of Legal Ethics at the Northwestern University School of Law and has done so since 1996.    
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Carmen L. Fosco is a partner with Rooney Rippie & Ratnaswamy LLP. He has litigated 

complex regulatory, operational, commercial, and energy litigation matters for over 14 years, 

while practicing law for 30 years.  His current practice includes a wide variety of matters from 

public utility requests for rate increases to regulatory reconciliations and audits to electric market 

restructuring to wholesale and retail energy sales where he represents electric and gas industry 

clients before agencies and in trial and appellate courts.  Before joining Rooney Rippie & 

Ratnaswamy, Mr. Fosco spent more than 14 years with the Illinois Commerce Commission.  Mr. 

Fosco also has more than 12 years of private sector legal experience as general counsel for a 

group of companies that owned and managed multi-family and single-family residential real 

estate, and as an associate at Burke, Smith & Williams Chartered where his practice focused on 

commercial litigation matters.  He graduated from DePaul Law School in 1983. 

Carla Scarsella is a partner with Rooney Rippie & Ratnaswamy LLP. She has litigated 

complex regulatory, operational, commercial, and energy litigation matters for over 9 years.  Her 

work involves a wide variety of matters from public utility requests for rate increases to Smart 

Grid technologies to the construction of electric transmission lines to electric market 

restructuring to wholesale and retail energy sales where she represents electric and gas industry 

clients before agencies and in the trial and appellate courts.  Ms. Scarsella has been recognized 

by Chambers USA as an up and coming attorney in the Energy & Natural Resources field in the 

state of Illinois in 2012 and as an associate to watch in 2011.  Before joining Rooney Rippie & 

Ratnaswamy, Ms. Scarsella was an associate with Foley & Lardner LLP and a Staff attorney at 

the Illinois Commerce Commission.  Prior to joining the Illinois Commerce Commission, Ms. 

Scarsella worked in tax consulting for 8 years, including as a Senior Tax Consultant in the Real 

Estate Tax Practice of Deloitte & Touche LLP.  Ms. Scarsella received her law degree from The 
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John Marshall Law School in 1992. Additionally, Ms. Scarsella is a registered certified public 

accountant in Illinois. 

Susan L. Rubner is an associate with Rooney Rippie & Ratnaswamy LLP. She joined the 

firm in March of 2012, and her practice has focused on complex regulatory and energy litigation 

matters.  She represents electric and gas industry clients before agencies and in trial and appellate 

courts involving a variety of matters ranging from public utility requests for rate increases to 

Smart Grid technologies to the construction of electric transmission lines.  Prior to joining 

Rooney Rippie & Ratnaswamy Ms. Rubner was an Assistant Cook County State’s Attorney in 

Illinois for 5 years, practicing in the Appellate and Juvenile Divisions.  As a State’s attorney Ms. 

Rubner served as lead counsel in numerous bench and jury trials.  Prior to that, Mr. Rubner was a 

paralegal at ComEd.  Ms. Rubner received her law degree from The John Marshall Law School 

in 2006. 

Caitlin M. Shields is an associate with Rooney Rippie & Ratnaswamy LLP. She joined 

the firm in June 2011, and her practice has focused on complex regulatory, environmental and 

energy litigation matters.  She represents electric and gas industry clients before agencies and in 

trial and appellate courts involving a variety of matters ranging from public utility requests for 

rate increases to wholesale and retail energy sales to customer complaints.  Prior to joining 

Rooney Rippie & Ratnaswamy Ms. Shields clerked for the Honorable Judge Herbert L. 

Stern III of the Denver District Court where she focused on complex civil litigation and 

administrative appeals.  Ms. Shields received her law degree from University of Denver Sturm 

College of Law in 2009. 
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Julia H. Good was a paralegal at Rooney Rippie and Ratnaswamy LLP.  She has more 

than 10 years of paralegal experience, most of that focused on utility regulatory work.  In 1991, 

she received an undergraduate degree in English from The University of Texas at Austin.   

Brian J.D. Dodds is a paralegal with Rooney Rippie and Ratnaswamy LLP.  He has 5 

years of experience as a project assistant and/or paralegal.  He received an undergraduate degree 

in English in 2006 from the University of Illinois at Urbana/Champaign and a master of arts in 

Political Science in 2008, also from the University of Illinois at Urbana/Champaign.   

Sidley & Austin LLP 

G. Darryl Reed is of counsel to Sidley Austin LLP.  He has practiced complex 

commercial litigation, regulatory, energy, and communications litigation for nearly 25 years.  

During the past 13 years at Sidley, he has represented and/or provided counsel to clients on 

matters involving economic and commercial litigation, energy law, oil and gas pipeline 

regulation, telecommunications, broadband, wireless and video law, and transportation law.  

Prior to joining Sidley, he served as Deputy General Counsel – Telecommunications; Chief Trial 

Counsel – Telecommunications; and Trial Counsel – Energy/Telecommunications in the Office 

of General Counsel at the Illinois Commerce Commission for 9 years where he advised the 

Commission and its staff on a wide variety of regulatory, legislative and strategic planning issues 

including interpretation of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, the prosecution of numerous 

utility and  telecommunications company mergers and acquisitions, and the drafting and review 

of testimony related to the goals of reducing regulation, increasing customer choice and 

promoting and facilitating competition in Illinois’ electric industry on behalf of the Commission.  

Prior to joining the Illinois Commerce Commission, he was an Assistant Attorney General in the 
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Office of the Illinois Attorney General where he was the lead attorney responsible for 

representing the People of the State of Illinois before the Illinois Commerce Commission, 

various circuit and appellate courts of Illinois, as well as the Illinois Supreme Court, in 

addressing all aspects of utility rate regulation. He received his law degree from DePaul 

University College of Law in 1988 and received an undergraduate degree from Eastern Illinois 

University in 1977.  Prior to receiving his law degree, Mr. Reed served in the United States 

Marine Corps from 1978-1984. 

Debbie Ochwat is a senior legal assistant (paralegal) at Sidley Austin LLP.  She has 

nineteen years of experience as a project assistant and/or legal assistant and is assigned to the 

Commercial, Competition and Securities law group at Sidley.   

Foley & Lardner LLP 

John L. Rogers is retired, although at the time the services at issue in these cases were 

rendered, he was a partner with Foley & Lardner LLP.  In the energy industry, he has experience 

with claims involving nuclear decommissioning, nuclear operations, fuel and purchased power 

costs and other matters.  Mr. Rogers has been Peer Review Rated as AV® Preeminent™, the 

highest performance rating in Martindale-Hubbell's peer review rating system and was selected 

for inclusion in the 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010 Illinois Super Lawyers® lists.  For his work in 

the energy field, he has been listed in Chambers USA: America's Leading Business Lawyers 

(2005 - 2012).  A law graduate of Harvard University (J.D., magna cum laude, 1973), Mr. 

Rogers was a member of the Board of Editors of the Harvard Law Review. He received his 

bachelor's degree from the University of Virginia (B.A., high distinction, 1970). 

Jenner & Block 
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David W. DeBruin is Managing Partner of the Washington, D.C. office of Jenner & 

Block LLP.  Clients seek his counsel primarily on complex Supreme Court and appellate 

litigation, including with regard to appeals of energy, regulated utility and complex ratemaking 

matters.  Mr. DeBruin was a trial attorney at the Public Defender Service for the District of 

Columbia, where he handled a large number of jury and bench criminal trials.  Mr. DeBruin 

clerked for Justice John Paul Stevens, U.S. Supreme Court, and Hon. Harry T. Edwards, U.S. 

Court of Appeals, D.C. Circuit.  He graduated summa cum laude from the University of 

Michigan Law School in 1980. 

Barry Levenstam is a partner at Jenner & Block LLP.  His practice emphasizes civil and 

criminal appellate litigation, as well as complex civil litigation in the trial courts.  He has served 

as counsel for parties or amici in more than 100 appeals in the United States Supreme Court, 

United States Courts of Appeals across the country, the Illinois Supreme Court and appellate 

courts, and various other states’ appellate and supreme courts.  Mr. Levenstam clerked for Hon. 

Robert J. Steigmann, Circuit Court of Illinois, Sixth Judicial Circuit, and Hon. Philip W. Tone, 

U.S. Court of Appeals, Seventh Circuit.  He graduated magna cum laude from the University of 

Illinois College of Law in 1978, was selected for the Order of the Coif; and University of Illinois 

Law Forum (now Law Review), Topics Editor. 

Katherine A. Fallow is a partner at Jenner & Block LLP.  She represents companies and 

trade associations before trial and appellate courts across the country on a wide range of cases, 

including regulatory matters.  Ms. Fallow clerked for Hon. Rosemary Barkett, U.S. Court of 

Appeals, Eleventh Circuit, and Hon. Robert E. Keeton, U.S. District Court, District of 

Massachusetts.  She graduated magna cum laude from Harvard Law School in 1996, and 

received a B.A. with highest honors from the University of California at Berkeley in 1991. 
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Matthew E. Price is an associate at Jenner & Block LLP.  He litigates and advises on 

complex issues of administrative and constitutional law, including complex issues arising in the 

area of energy law and public utility regulation.  He has litigated and advised clients concerning 

federal preemption issues arising in the electricity industry, and he has represented an electric 

utility company in several ratemaking appeals.  Mr. Price has extensive appellate experience 

including arguments before four U.S. Courts of Appeals.  Mr. Price clerked for Justice Stephen 

Breyer of the United States Supreme Court, and for Judge Michael Boudin of the United States 

Court of Appeals for the First Circuit.  He graduated magna cum laude from Harvard Law 

School in 2006. 

Bharat R. Ramamurti an associate at Jenner & Block LLP.  He has litigated appeals 

before several U.S. Courts of Appeals, and before the U.S. Supreme Court.  He has also worked 

extensively on a ratemaking appeal for an electric utility company.  Mr. Ramamurti served as a 

law clerk to Judge Janice Rogers Brown of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of 

Columbia Circuit, and Judge James Robertson of the United States District Court for the District 

of Columbia.  He graduated from Yale Law School in 2007, was a Coker Fellow and Notes 

Development Editor, Yale Law Journal. 

Mary Frances Patston is a paralegal at Jenner & Block LLP.  She has over 23 years of 

experience as a litigation paralegal, with a focus on appellate work.  She received a certificate 

with honors from the American Bar Association-approved and accredited Paralegal Program at 

Roosevelt University as well as an undergraduate degree in General Studies from the University 

of Michigan in 1981.   




