
RESA-IGS—AG/CUB 1.05 
 

With respect to the CUB Gas Market Monitor, explain fully how data is obtained 
and inputted to the model.  Also indicate if the manner in which data is obtained 
and inputted to the model has been changed since its creation and, if so, when, 
how and why. 

 
Response 
 
How data is obtained: 

Price information from the Purchased Gas Adjustments is reported publicly on the Nicor 
and Peoples Gas websites.  Price information on Alternative Gas Supplier (“AGS”) offers is 
gathered on a weekly basis by either direct contact with the AGS, from an AGS website, and/or 
the Commission’s website: 

http://www.icc.illinois.gov/ags/products.aspx?said=2&mid=R&showFixed=1&showVari
able=0&showFixedVariable=0&showOther=0"  
 
On a weekly basis, CUB’s list of AGS plan prices is circulated to AGS representatives for the 
review and comment of those representatives.  CUB will adjust plan prices resulting from this 
review in instances of plan updates or when adjustments need to be made due to changes in 
contract terms, such as introductory discount rates or monthly fees.  The Gas Market Monitor is 
generally updated every month to reflect the most current information available. 
 
How data is input: 

On a monthly basis, updated price information is compiled by CUB staff in an Excel 
spreadsheet.  That price data is compiled in a larger database of price information containing all 
price data on which the Gas Market Monitor (“GMM”) relies.  This price information is then 
processed through a program developed by CUB, which calculates the data and compares each 
Alternative Retail Gas Supplier (“ARGS”) plan to the corresponding utility price.  The Gas 
Market Monitor is updated with new charges or credits to the advertised price of any offer each 
month.   

 
The calculations assume that one customer is enrolled on each plan offered by an ARGS.  

Each month that a given plan, fixed or variable, is offered constitutes a separate “plan” for the 
purposes of that calculation.   Fixed price offers are considered a “plan” for the duration 
specified in the offer.  For each month the offer continues to be available to new customers, the 
Gas Market Monitor considers that to be a new plan, because the performance of that plan will 
change based on the month the customer signs up.  Variable price offers are considered a “plan” 
for a twelve month period.  For each month the offer continues to be available to new customers, 
the Gas Market Monitor considers that to be a new plan, because the performance of that plan 
will change based on the month the customer signs up.   

 
Since its initial launch in 2006, the Gas Market Monitor has been updated to reflect the 

different offers made by each ARGS serving residential customers each month.  In some cases, 
the AGS does not communicate with CUB, and in this situation CUB relies on publicly-available 
information from the Commission’s website for data on that ARGS’ offers.  The GMM also 
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takes into consideration introductory offers such as fixed lower rates for a particular period of 
time.   

ICC Docket 12-0569
CUB/AG Response to RESA/IGS Motion to Strike

Attachment C

2




