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Biography and Work History: 

Martin R. Cohen is a long-time national consumer advocacy and energy issues leader. For twenty 
years he was a leader of the Citizens Utility Board (CUB), an organization created by the Illinois 
General Assembly to represent the interests of residential and small business utility customers in 
regulatory matters. Serving as CUB’s Executive Director from 1991 to 2005, Mr. Cohen was a 
key negotiator of Illinois’ 1997 electric industry restructuring legislation. Mr. Cohen served for 
three years as Secretary of the National Association of State Utility Consumer Advocates 
(NASUCA). 

Mr. Cohen was appointed by Illinois Senate President John Cullerton to the Smart Grid Advisory 
Council in 2012, and was elected Chairman of the Illinois Science and Energy Innovation 
Foundation (d/b/a "Energy Foundry"), which is investing in Illinois energy technology ventures 
and supporting consumer education and engagement efforts during smart grid deployment I 
Illinois.  

Immediately prior to founding his consulting firm in February 2008, Mr. Cohen served for two 
years as the Director of Consumer Affairs in the Illinois Governor’s Office, analyzing and 
developing policy and legislation on a wide range of energy and consumer protection issues, 
including the Illinois Power Agency Act. Mr. Cohen also served briefly as Chairman of the 
Illinois Commerce Commission in 2005. His consulting work has included expert testimony in 
cases before regulatory commissions in Illinois and Missouri, and extensive research and writing 
on energy issues.  

Dockets in which Mr. Cohen has testified include: 

o Illinois Commerce Commission docket 07-0566, on behalf of Citizens Utility Board 

o Illinois Commerce Commission docket 07-0585, on behalf of Citizens Utility Board 

o Missouri Public Service Commission case no. ER-2008-0318, on behalf of the Attorney 
General of Missouri 

Mr. Cohen’s regulatory policy work has also included the following: 

o In October, 2012, on behalf of the Michigan Environmental Council, authored a report 
projecting the costs to electricity customers of an increase in the state's Renewable 
Energy Standard from 10% by 2015 to 25% by 2025.  
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o In May, 2012, on behalf of the Sierra Club and Natural Resources Defense Council, 
authored a report analyzing the long-term costs to Illinois energy consumers of three 
coal-gasification plants approved or pending before the Illinois General Assembly.  

o In March, 2012, appointed by State Senate President John Cullerton to the Smart Grid 
Advisory Committee, which is advising utilities on smart grid deployment in Illinois and 
oversee investment in consumer education and smart gird innovation. Mr. Cohen was 
elected Chairman of the Illinois Science and Energy Innovation Fund, which will be 
investing $72.5 million over ten years in energy-related Illinois projects and in consumer 
engagement and education regarding smart grid as it is deployed across the state. 

o In 2009 and 2010, working with EnerNex Corporation, served as a lead facilitator of the 
Illinois Statewide Smart Grid Collaborative (ISSGC), an effort initiated by the Illinois 
Commerce Commission (ICC) to engage stakeholder representatives in a group process 
focused on the regulatory policy implications of smart grid deployment. The 356-page 
ISSGC Report was released on October 1, 2010. 

o In September 2011, co-authored a paper on implications for low-income utility customers 
of prepayment for electric service, on behalf of the Distributed Energy Financial Group.  

o Consulted to the Illinois Power Agency Consultant on development of statewide 
Electricity Procurement Plans (2008, 2009) and long-term procurement planning (2010-
2012). 

o Co-authored research paper on Distributed Energy Resources in the U.S. (for an 
international client); leader (in Dubai, United Arab Emirates) of smart grid training 
course (2010) on behalf of Adica Consulting. 

o For RW Ventures, participated as strategic advisor on development of energy efficiency 
retrofit program for the City of Chicago (2009). 

o For Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel conducted organizational development and 
staff training (2009)  

o For the Missouri Coalition for the Environment, authored cost projections, analyses, 
rulemaking comments, and provided strategic advice on renewable electricity standards. 

o For Natural Resources Defense Council, authored five papers on renewable energy 
potential of selected states (2009-2010) 

Mr. Cohen also is a co-founder (1975) and remains co-owner of Chicago’s largest art center, 
Lillstreet Art Center.  

Education: 
Bachelor of Arts  
(1973), Washington University, St. Louis, MO  
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