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CHECK YOUR TEMPERATURES
Set your thermostat to the warmest comfortable 
temperature. You can save around 10 percent a 
year on cooling and heating bills by turning your 
thermostat setting up or down 7°F to 10°F for 
eight hours per day (U.S. Department of Energy).

SAVE AUTOMATICALLY
Use a programmable thermostat to conserve 
energy automatically during the afternoon, while 
you are sleeping or away from home. 

GET MORE FAN APPEAL
Use fans along with or instead of your air 
conditioner. Fans use far less electricity than 
air conditioners. Fans could allow you to raise 
the thermostat setting 4° with no reduction in 
comfort (U.S. Department of Energy).

STAY COOL IN THE SHADE
Shade sunny windows on hot days. 

TIPS FOR SAVING ALL SUMMER LONG

PRE-COOL FOR SAVINGS 
You can manage your cooling costs by pre-cooling your home 
during hours when the price of electricity is low, and using 
less air conditioning during higher priced hours. 

 z Run the air conditioner in the evening, overnight and 
during the morning hours when electricity is cheaper.  

 z Increase your thermostat temperature setting or turn off 
your air conditioner during the afternoon. 

The goal is for your air conditioner to idle during the highest 
priced times, especially between 2 p.m. and 5 p.m.  Try the 
recommended settings in the table, then adjust to find what 
works best for your home and your comfort level. 

RECOMMENDED TEMPERATURE SETTINGS

TIME PHASE TEMPERATURE SETTING
10 p.m. - 10 a.m. Pre-cooling 69°F - 72°F

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Idle 82°F - 85°F

6 p.m. - 10 p.m. Comfort 75°F - 78°F

COMED’S CENTRAL AC CYCLING AND LOAD GUARD
If you have central air conditioning and own your 
home, ComEd can help you save money and help the 
environment.

COMED’S CENTRAL AIR CONDITIONING CYCLING
By enrolling in ComEd’s Central Air Conditioning 
(AC) Cycling you can earn credits on your electricity 
bill. Once you enroll, ComEd will install a special 
switch on your central air conditioning unit that 
allows it to automatically cycle your compressor off 
and on during summer days with high electricity 
demand. In return, you will receive a monthly credit 
on each ComEd bill from June through September.

Depending upon which option you choose, you can 
earn a total annual credit of either $20 or $40 by 
giving up a few degrees of cooling during a limited 
number of summer weekdays.

LOAD GUARD AUTOMATED PRICE RESPONSE SERVICE
Load Guard is an air conditioning cycling option 
especially for ComEd RRTP participants. Once you 
sign up for ComEd Central AC Cycling, you can add 
Load Guard to cycle your air conditioner based on the 
price of electricity.

Load Guard also lets you choose the price at which 
your air conditioner will cycle off and on. For a cooler 
home environment, choose the Blue (14 cents) option. 
For the more environmentally-friendly option, select 
the Green (10 cents) level.

To learn more about how you can enroll in ComEd 
AC Cycling and Load Guard, visit the RRTP 
program Web site at www.theWattSpot.com or call 
1-877-WATTSPOT.

YOUR 2012 COMED RESIDENTIAL REAL-TIME PRICING PROGRAM SUMMER ENERGY GUIDE

STAY COOL FOR LESS
Heating and cooling account for around half of a typical U.S.  
household’s summer energy consumption (ENERGY STAR®). 
Being smart about how you use your air conditioner will help 
you save on electricity this summer.
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COOK UP SOME SAVINGS 
COOL IT IN THE KITCHEN
Avoid heating up the kitchen on hot days. 
Use the microwave, enjoy no-cook meals, or 
grill outside. 

CLEAN THE COILS
Vacuum your refrigerator’s coils and, of 
course, don’t leave the fridge door open 
longer than necessary.

CLEAN UP EFFICIENTLY
Dishwashers use electricity and produce 
heat. Only wash full loads so you won’t have 
to run the dishwasher as often. Wait until 
the hottest time of day has passed before 
running your dishwasher, and use the more 
efficient “energy-saving” or 
“no-heat-dry” setting. 

CLEAN UP ON LAUNDRY 

FILL IT UP

Wash full loads of laundry rather than 
multiple small loads. You’ll save time 
and spend less on electricity.

CHILL OUT

Wash in cold water when possible to save 
on water heating costs. Most laundry 
detergents available today work well even 
in cold water.

DON’T OVER DRY IT

Make sure the dryer stops once your 
clothes are dry, or hang clothes on a rack or 
clothesline. 

USE LESS ELECTRICITY FOR 
ELECTRONICS 
SAVE ON STAND-BY POWER
Many electronics and appliances use 
“standby” power even when they are turned 
off. Devices that use standby power include 
those with a remote control, clock, or a power 
adapter. It is easy to cut stand-by power and 
save money:  

 z Unplug electronics when not in use.  

 z Use a power strip to shut off power to 
multiple electronic devices at once. 

CUT COMPUTING COSTS
 z Turn off your computer if you are not 

going to use it for more than two hours. 
Turn off the monitor if you are not going 
to use it for more than 20 minutes.  

 z Check your computer’s settings and 
choose power-saving options.

GET CHARGED LESS FOR CHARGING
Unplug cell phone chargers and power 
adapters for other rechargeable electronics 
when not in use. The power adapter itself 
draws a small amount of power even when 
the rechargeable device is not connected.
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DOWNLOAD THE 2012 SUMMER ENERGY GUIDE 

Summer is the season when hourly electricity prices typically fluctuate most, and being smart about your electricity use 
will help you manage your electricity costs with the ComEd Residential Real-Time Pricing (RRTP) program.

During the summer, electricity prices tend to be highest in the late afternoon. Depending on weather and other conditions, 
some days will have higher prices than others. High price days tend to occur when the weather is particularly hot. Low 
price days can occur on weekends and when the weather is cool. Keep this pattern in mind, or check predicted day-ahead 
prices (after 5 p.m. CT) and real-time day-of prices at theWattSpot.com or by calling 1-877-WATTSPOT. In addition, you’ll 
receive an alert in advance by email or text message (SMS) when prices are expected to be high. To make sure you receive 
your high-price alerts this summer, please let us know if your e-mail address or phone number has changed. 

Throughout the summer, following these basic guidelines will help you manage your electricity costs with the ComEd 
RRTP program: 

•	Reduce electricity usage between the hours of 2 p.m. and 5 p.m., especially on hot summer days or after receiving a 
high-price alert. 

•	Limit air conditioning usage during higher priced hours and try pre-cooling to take advantage of lower priced hours. 
(See the Summer Energy Guide for details on pre-cooling.)

For more tips on saving energy and money during the summer, download the 2012 Summer Energy Guide at  
theWattSpot.com. 

CHANGE TO THE RRTP PROGRAM COST RECOVERY CHARGE WITHIN THE CUSTOMER CHARGE LINE ITEM ON YOUR BILL 

In our November 2011 newsletter we discussed the fact that the Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC) was conducting a 
regulatory review of the ComEd Residential Real-Time Pricing (RRTP) program. The ICC recently completed its review 
and issued an Order to continue RRTP. As a result of this Order, there will be a change to the RRTP Program Cost 
Recovery Charge within the Customer Charge line item on your bill. Starting with the July 2012 billing cycle, the RRTP 
program cost recovery charge, included in the Customer Charge, will be a $0.04 per month charge for all residential retail 
customers not taking service under RRTP (this previously was a $0.05 charge), and a $0.43 per month charge for all 
residential retail customers taking service under RRTP (this also previously was a $0.05 charge). The $0.43 per month 
charge includes the $0.04 charge applicable to all residential retail customers plus a $0.39 participant charge for all 
residential retail customers taking service under RRTP. These charges are subject to change as allowed by the Illinois 
Public Utilities Act. 

LEARN MORE ONLINE

•	Learn more about managing household energy costs while on RRTP by visiting the  
RRTP program’s Web site at theWattSpot.com.

•	 If you are looking for more ways to save, go to https://comed.opower.com/ei/app/ideas/free 
for some quick and easy tips.  

•	For other Smart Ideas® for saving energy and money, please visit ComEd.com.

Visit these Web sites for more tips:
•	Energy Star: energystar.gov 
•	U.S. Department of Energy: energysavers.gov 

COMED RESIDENTIAL REAL-TIME PRICING PROGRAM UPDATE, JULY 2012 



STAY IN TOUCH
WITH COMED RESIDENTIAL REAL-TIME PRICING

ComEd RRTP has a new website and new contact information starting November 15. 
Visit ComEd.com/RRTP or call 1-888-202-RRTP (7787).
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NEW WEBSITE AND CONTACT INFORMATION 
FOR COMED RRTP STARTING NOVEMBER 15, 2012 
The ComEd Residential Real-Time Pricing (RRTP) 
program is pleased to announce a new website 
and new contact information. Please update your 
bookmarks and address book with the information 
below, and keep in touch. 

•	Website:	Check hourly electricity prices, find 
the answers to frequently asked questions, 
view your electricity usage and bill comparison 
statement, and more at ComEd.com/RRTP. 

•	Email:	Email us at info@comedrrtp.org. 

•	Phone: Call the new ComEd RRTP program 
phone number at 1-888-202-RRTP	(7787) 
Monday through Friday between 8 a.m. and  
5 p.m., or leave a message outside those hours 
and we’ll get back to you in one business day. 

We look forward to hearing from you!

Sincerely, 

David Becker, ComEd RRTP Team




