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Dear ComEd RRTP program participant, 

As we enter summer, the season when hourly electricity 
prices typically fluctuate most, being smart about your 
electricity use will help you manage your electricity costs 
with the ComEd RRTP program.

During the summer, electricity prices tend to be highest in the 
late afternoon. Depending on weather and other conditions, 
some days will have higher prices than others. High price 
days tend to occur when the weather is particularly hot. Low 
price days can occur on weekends and when the weather is 
cool. Keep this pattern in mind, or check predicted day-ahead 
prices (after 5 p.m. CT) and real-time day-of prices at www.
theWattSpot.com or by calling 1-877-WATTSPOT. 

When predicted day-ahead hourly prices are expected to reach 
or exceed 14 cents per kilowatt hour (kWh) for any number 
of hours during the following day, you will be automatically 
notified after 5 p.m. CT. You can choose to receive these 
notifications by email, text message (SMS), or automated phone 
call. 

Additionally, you will receive an alert on any day the real-
time price that day reaches or exceeds 14 cents per kWh. 
You can select e-mail or text message (SMS) for these alerts, 
and you have the option of changing your real-time day-of 
alert price threshold to 10 cents per kWh. To make sure you 
receive your high price alerts this summer, please let us 
know if your e-mail address or phone number has changed. 

The tips in this guide can help you cut costs throughout the 
season. You can find even more energy saving tips on the RRTP 
program Web site at www.theWattSpot.com.

We hope this guide will help you save energy and money this 
summer.

Sincerely, 
The ComEd RRTP Team

Reach us at 1-877-WATTSPOT.

TOP SUMMER TIPS

Reduce electricity usage between the hours of 
2 p.m. and 5 p.m. (especially on hot summer days). 

Limit air conditioning usage during higher priced 
hours and try pre-cooling to take advantage of 
lower priced hours. 

LEARN MORE ONLINE

Check prices and learn more about managing 
household energy costs by visiting the RRTP 
program’s Web site at theWattSpot.com. 

For other Smart Ideas® for saving energy and 
money,  please visit ComEd.com. 

Visit these Web sites for more tips:
Energy Star: energystar.gov 
U.S. Department of Energy: energysavers.gov
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SUMMER PRICE PATTERNS
The graph shows how real-time electricity prices normally vary 
during summer days. In general, prices tend to peak in the late 
afternoon, usually between 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. Depending on the 
weather and other factors, some days will have higher prices 
than others. High price days tend to occur when the weather is 
particularly hot. Low price days can occur on weekends and when 
the weather is cool. 

To help you manage your costs, keep this pattern in mind in 
deciding how and when to use electricity this summer.  You can 
also check predicted day-ahead prices (after 5 p.m. CT) and real-
time day-of prices by visiting www.theWattSpot.com or by calling 
1-877-WATTSPOT. 

*Based on average prices for January 2010 through December 2011. Summer 
prices are for June through September. Depending on market conditions, prices 
can vary significantly from this typical pattern. Savings cannot be guaranteed.
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TIME IS MONEY
To maximize your savings during 
the summer, shift some of your 
electricity use from higher priced 
hours to hours when the price of 
electricity is low. Here are a few 
tips to help you make the shift. 

Change your thermostat to a 
warmer temperature setting when 
electricity prices are high and 
when you are away from home.

For window air conditioners, 
adjust the setting to the low or 
“energy-saver” setting or turn the 
air conditioner off.

Wait to charge devices such as cell 
phones and cordless tools at night 
when electricity prices are low. 

Do laundry during night, early 
morning, or weekend hours when 
electricity prices tend to be lower. 
Avoid running the washer and 
dryer on hot weekday afternoons, 
particularly between 2 p.m. 
and 5 p.m.

Run the dishwasher when 
electricity prices are low, and 
try to avoid higher priced, 
hot afternoon hours. If your 
dishwasher has a timer or 
“delay start” function, you can 
use it to automatically start the 
cycle during lower priced hours. 

Avoid using electric ovens and 
stoves during high price periods. 
A microwave will heat small 
portions more efficiently.
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Average Real-Time Hourly Price Patterns*
in cents per kWh

*Summer prices are for June through Sept. 2010 through 2011. 
Depending on market conditions, prices can vary significantly from 
this typical pattern. Savings cannot be guaranteed.
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