
25

1                      BEFORE THE

2             ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION

3

4 ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION        )

    On its own motion               )

5         -vs-                        )   DOCKET NO.

CREAL SPRINGS, ILLINOIS, a          )    12-0637

6 municipal corporation               )

                                    )

7                                     )

Citation for alleged violations of  )

8 federal rules incorporated by the   )

Illinois Commerce Commission.       )

9

10                       Wednesday, April 10, 2013

11                       Springfield, Illinois

12       Met, pursuant to notice, at 9:30 a.m.

13 BEFORE:

14     JAN VON QUALEN, ALJ

15 APPEARANCES:

16     ANGELIQUE PALMER & MATTHEW HARVEY

    160 N. LaSalle Street

17     Suite C-800

    Chicago, Illinois  60601

18

                     (Appearing on behalf of staff of

19                      the Illinois Commerce Commissi on

                     via teleconference.)

20

21 L.A. COURT REPORTERS, LLC, by

Laurel Patkes, Reporter

22 CSR #084-001340
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1                      PROCEEDINGS

2      JUDGE VON QUALEN:  By the authority vested in

3 me by the Illinois Commerce Commission, I now call

4 Docket No. 12-0637.  This docket was initiated by t he

5 Illinois Commerce Commission to determine whether t he

6 City of Creal Springs, a municipal corporation as

7 operator of the City of Creal Springs gas utility,

8 has failed to comply with requirements of the Code of

9 Federal Regulations as adopted by the Commission as

10 required under the Illinois Gas Pipeline Safety Act .

11               May I have the appearances for the

12 record, first on behalf of the staff?

13      MS. PALMER:  For staff of the Illinois Commerc e

14 Commission, Matthew L. Harvey and Angelique Palmer,

15 160 North LaSalle Street, Suite C-800, Chicago,

16 Illinois  60601.

17      JUDGE VON QUALEN:  Thank you.

18               And on behalf of Creal Springs?

19               Let the record show no response.

20               Are there any others wishing to enter

21 an appearance this morning?

22               All right.  Ms. Palmer, this is set
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1 for a status hearing.  Do you have anything to repo rt

2 on the status?

3      MS. PALMER:  Yes, Judge.

4               Earlier, I should say last week,

5 Judge, as well as this week, we had a brief

6 conference with the attorney for Creal Springs, the

7 mayor, Mayor Rich of Creal Springs, as well as thei r

8 head of utilities, and we, as we indicated to the

9 court prior to this, Judge, we intended to sit down

10 and have settlement talks.

11               As a result of those talks, Creal

12 Springs has supplemented some discovery, and they'v e

13 also agreed to work with staff to bring staff up to

14 speed as to additional work that they have done in an

15 attempt to respond to the allegations that have bee n

16 made in the complaint.

17               With that said, Judge, we are willing

18 to work with Creal Springs.  However, we also don't

19 want this case to basically become a standstill and

20 would like also to ensure that the case continue to

21 move forward.

22               So staff would request, Judge, that
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1 the city had requested an additional two months to

2 start working on some of the initiative that we ask ed

3 them to try and look at in an attempt to resolve th is

4 issue, but we would also like to move forward with

5 the testimony schedule as well, again, to keep the

6 case moving, so we would be ask that they be grante d

7 this few month's extension but at the same time tha t

8 within the next few months they also simultaneously

9 file testimony and provide the documentation that

10 they believe demonstrates that they have corrected

11 the issues which staff has previously identified as

12 well as their position.

13               They've also demonstrated or I should

14 say stated that they have problems potentially payi ng

15 the $62,000 penalty that staff has recommended in i ts

16 direct testimony.

17               We would also ask that their testimon y

18 specifically address or demonstrate their inability

19 to pay if that is the case.

20      JUDGE VON QUALEN:  So are you asking that the

21 testimony date which is set at May 1 stay at May 1?

22      MS. PALMER:  We would ask, Judge, that it be
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1 extended into June to give them two months, have th em

2 continue to work with staff, but also not allow the

3 case to become stale and allow it to move forward.

4      JUDGE VON QUALEN:  All right.  So are you

5 looking at maybe June 5th for Creal testimony?

6      MS. PALMER:  I would recommend -- I'm fine wit h

7 that date, Judge.  However, I want to represent tha t

8 I had not spoken to Mr. Turner about a specific dat e,

9 and, in addition to that, we talked about the

10 possibility of, you know, requiring them to file

11 testimony, but we did not address a specific date,

12 Judge, but staff does not have a problem with setti ng

13 testimony for June 5th.

14      JUDGE VON QUALEN:  All right.  I will set the

15 testimony then for -- I'll move the testimony date

16 from May 1 to June 5, 2013 for Creal Springs.

17               And staff is asking that Creal Spring s

18 include testimony regarding its ability to pay the

19 fine?

20      MS. PALMER:  Its ability or inability, Judge.

21 I believe that during our talks, they made it clear

22 that the fine that staff has requested in direct
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1 testimony it would be impossible for them to pay.

2               So in addition to them filing their

3 testimony, their position on the issues, addressing

4 the issues that staff has previously raised, we wou ld

5 also ask them to specifically address or demonstrat e

6 in their testimony their inability to pay if that's

7 the case.

8      JUDGE VON QUALEN:  All right.  I will include

9 that in the notice that goes out.

10               And you also discussed that Creal

11 Springs is going to continue to work with staff and

12 report to staff what improvements they've made?

13      MS. PALMER:  Correct, Judge.

14               In our talks, apparently, since

15 staff's initial complaint in this case, the

16 initiation of this docket, Creal Springs had

17 additional information that shows that some of the

18 issues have been addressed, so we're working with

19 them to get up-to-date information and to verify th e

20 information that they've provided in the interim.

21      JUDGE VON QUALEN:  Very well.

22               And do you have a suggestion for our
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1 next status hearing?

2      MS. PALMER:  A status a week after would be

3 helpful, Your Honor.

4      JUDGE VON QUALEN:  That would be June 12th?

5      MS. PALMER:  That works for staff, Judge.

6      JUDGE VON QUALEN:  9:30 a.m.?

7      MS. PALMER:  9:30 is fine, Your Honor.

8      JUDGE VON QUALEN:  All right.  Do we have

9 anything else to discuss this morning?

10      MS. PALMER:  No, Your Honor.  That's it.

11      JUDGE VON QUALEN:  All right.  With that I

12 continue this matter to June 12, 2013 at 9:30 a.m.

13                      (Whereupon the hearing was

14                      continued to June 12, 2013 at

15                      9:30 a.m.)
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