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ORDER 

 
By the Commission: 
 
I. PROCEDURAL HISTORY 
 
 On February 25, 2013, Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a Ameren Illinois (“Ameren 
Illinois”), an Illinois corporation, as successor to Illinois Power Company and MJM 
Electric Cooperative Inc. ("MJM") (hereinafter collectively referred to as the 
"Petitioners") filed a verified Joint Petition with the Illinois Commerce Commission 
(“Commission”), pursuant to Sections 2 and 6 of the Electric Supplier Act (“ESA”), 220 
ILCS 30/1 et seq., seeking approval of Amendment No. 3 to the Service Area 
Agreement between Illinois Power Company n/k/a Ameren Illinois Company and MJM 
Electric Cooperative Inc. ("Amendment No. 3") 
 

Simultaneous with filing the Joint Petition, the Petitioners submitted a Stipulated 
Motion for a Paper Hearing.  Commission Staff did not participate in this docket.  No 
petitions to intervene were received.  The Stipulated Motion for a Paper Hearing was 
granted and the record was marked “Heard and Taken” on March 22, 2013. 
 
II. PETITIONERS’ POSITION 
 

Ameren Illinois and MJM state they are both electric suppliers as defined in 
Section 3.5 of the ESA.  Petitioners state that, pursuant to Sections 2 and 6 of the ESA, 
they are authorized to contract together, defining, and delineating one or more service 
areas in which each shall be entitled to furnish electric service, subject to the approval 
of the Commission.  Petitioners assert that they entered into a Service Area Agreement 
("SAA") on March 18, 1971.  Petitioners state the SAA was approved by the 
Commission in Docket No. ESA 138 on August 4, 1971. 

 
Petitioners request approval of Amendment No. 3.  Petitioners explain that the 

purpose of Amendment No. 3 is to allow Ameren Illinois to provide service at a new 
location to its current customer, Hillsboro Energy LLC ("Hillsboro").  Petitioners state 
that Hillsboro operates a mining operation and as a result of the expansion of the mining 
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operation expects to develop a new mine shaft identified as Fan Shaft Site No. 1 ("Site 
No. 1").  Petitioners explain that Site No. 1 will be located in the exclusive service 
territory of MJM, whereas Ameren Illinois currently provides electric power to Hillsboro 
at a delivery point located in the exclusive service territory of Ameren Illinois.  According 
to Petitioners, Hillsboro proposes to provide electric service to Site No. 1 by 
constructing a 12,470 volt electric distribution line to be owned by Hillsboro commencing 
at a connection point consisting of a 138kV tap ("delivery point") to an Ameren Illinois 
128kV transmission line, which delivery point is located exclusively in Ameren Illinois' 
electric service territory.  Petitioners state that Hillsboro requests that new electric 
service be provided to its new Site No. 1 by Ameren Illinois.  Petitioners further state 
that MJM has no objection to this request and agrees to release said Site No. 1 to 
Ameren Illinois.   

 
Petitioners are in agreement that Amendment No. 3 is limited to the express 

purpose described therein; that it is not applicable to an extension of electrical service 
originating from Ameren Illinois facilities other than the extension of service to Site No. 
1; and that Amendment No. 3 is fact and customer specific and does not constitute 
general approval that similarly situated customers in the future may warrant similar 
territorial treatment.   

 
The Petitioners submit Amendment No. 3 as Joint Petition Exhibit A.  Petitioners 

state that Amendment No. 3 defines and delineates the specific service being released 
from MJM to Ameren Illinois in rural Montgomery County, Illinois.  The specific service 
being released is an area in which MJM is entitled exclusively to furnish electric delivery 
service but which is being released to Ameren Illinois to serve.  Joint Petition Exhibit C 
provides the legal description of the area in which the service is being released as:  
Sections 15, 16, 17 and 18, Township 19 North, Range 3 West of the 3rd P.M., East 
Fork Township, Montgomery County, Illinois.  Petitioners also submit the Agreement to 
Provide Electric Service to Hillsboro Energy LLC Fan Shaft Site No. 1 ("Hillsboro 
Agreement"), as Joint Petition Exhibit B.  

 
Petitioners assert that approval of Amendment No. 3 allows them to avoid 

duplication of facilities and to minimize disputes between themselves which could 
otherwise result in inconvenience and diminished efficiency in the providing of electric 
service to the public.  Accordingly, they assert that Amendment No. 3 serves the public 
interest.   
 
III. COMMISSION CONCLUSION, FINDINGS AND ORDERING PARAGRAPHS 
 
 Having reviewed the Joint Petition and Exhibits, the Commission finds 
Amendment No. 3 to the Service Area Agreement Between Illinois Power Company 
n/k/a Ameren Illinois Company and MJM Electric Cooperative Inc. to be in the public 
interest, and that consent and approval of Amendment No. 3 should be granted.  
Amendment No. 3 should be attached to this Order as Appendix A.  The legal 
description of the area in which the service is being released should be attached to this 
Order as Appendix B. 
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 The Commission, having considered the record herein, is of the opinion and finds 
that: 
 

(1) Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a Ameren Illinois and MJM Electric 
Cooperative Inc. are electric suppliers as defined in section 3.5 of the 
Electric Supplier Act; 
 

(2) the Commission has jurisdiction over the Petitioners and the subject 
matter in this proceeding;  
 

(3) the facts recited and conclusions reached in the prefatory portion of this 
Order are supported by the record and are hereby adopted as findings of 
fact and conclusions of law; 
 

(4) approval of the Amendment No. 3 to the Service Area Agreement 
Between Illinois Power Company n/k/a Ameren Illinois Company and MJM 
Electric Cooperative Inc., entered into by the Petitioners pursuant to 
Sections 2 and 6 of the Electric Supplier Act, is reasonable and in the 
public interest. 
 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that Petitioners are hereby authorized to enter 
into and carry out the terms of the Amendment No. 3 to the Service Area Agreement 
Between Illinois Power Company n/k/a Ameren Illinois Company and MJM Electric 
Cooperative Inc., attached hereto as Appendix A, affecting the service area described in 
Appendix B, pursuant to Sections 2 and 6 of the Electric Supplier Act. 
 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that subject to the provisions of Section 10-113 of 
the Public Utilities Act and 83 Ill. Adm. Code §200.880, this Order is final, and it is not 
subject to the Administrative Review Law. 
 
 By order of the Commission this 3rd day of April, 2013. 
 
 
 
 (SIGNED) DOUGLAS P. SCOTT 
 
 Chairman 


