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ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 1 

DOCKET NO. 12-0598 2 

JAMES BATES 3 

Submitted On Behalf Of 4 

IBEW LOCALS 51 and 702 5 

I. INTRODUCTION AND WITNESS QUALIFICATIONS 6 

Q. Please state your name and business address. 7 

A. My name is James Bates and my business address is 301 E. Spruce Street, Springfield, 8 

Illinois 27032. 9 

Q. What is your occupation? 10 

A. I am the Business Manager for Local Union No. 51, International Brotherhood of 11 

Electrical Workers, AFL-CIO (“IBEW Local 51”). 12 

Q. Please summarize your educational background and professional experience. 13 

A. During my career I have attended a variety of classes at Illinois Central College, 14 

University of Illinois, and the University of Wisconsin. Among other things I have negotiated 15 

numerous contracts in both the Utility and Construction branches. I have also been involved in a 16 

large number of arbitrations in my time with the Local. 17 

Q. What are your duties and responsibilities in your present position? 18 

A. I have overall responsibility for all aspects of operations of IBEW Local 51 including 19 

managing the staff, negotiating contracts, preparing arbitrations, and organizing new members. 20 
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Q. Please identify IBEW Local 51. 21 

A. The IBEW represents approximately 55,000 members in Illinois who work in a wide 22 

variety of fields, including utilities, construction, telecommunications, broadcasting, 23 

manufacturing, railroads and government.  It is among the largest unions in the AFL-CIO and 24 

has members in many skilled occupations.  IBEW Local 51, whose main office is located in 25 

Springfield, Illinois, is a labor union representing approximately 3300 total members and is a 26 

collective bargaining representative of individuals employed by Ameren Illinois Company, 27 

Dynegy Midwest Generation, and Exelon Generation (f/k/a AmerGen Energy Company), among 28 

others.  IBEW Local 51 has current collective bargaining agreements with these public utilities 29 

and power generating companies covering the wages, fringe benefits, and terms and conditions 30 

of employment for approximately 2000 employees and more than 1000 retirees. More than 2000 31 

IBEW Union contractors also work for Ameren to provide services such as tree trimming and 32 

line maintenance, among other types of work. 33 

Q. Please identify IBEW Local 702. 34 

A. Local 702, International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (“IBEW Local 702”), whose 35 

main office is located in West Frankfort, Illinois, is a labor union representing approximately 36 

4000 total members and the collective bargaining representative of individuals employed by 37 

Ameren Illinois Company (f/k/a AmerenCIPS and AmerenIP) and Ameren Energy Generating 38 

Company, among others.  IBEW Local 702 has current collective bargaining agreements with 39 

these public utilities and power generating companies covering the wages, fringe benefits, and 40 

terms and conditions of employment for more than 1200 employees and more than 1000 retirees.  41 
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Local 702 Union contractors also work for Ameren to provide services such as tree trimming and 42 

line maintenance, among other types of work.  43 

Q. What is the purpose of your testimony? 44 

A. I am testifying in support of ATXI’s proposed Illinois Rivers Project.  45 

II. ATXI’S ILLINOIS RIVERS PROJECT 46 

Q. What is your understanding as to the purpose and scope of this proceeding? 47 

A. I understand ATXI is seeking a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity 48 

(“Certificate”) and a Section 8-503 Order from the Illinois Commerce Commission 49 

(“Commission”) to construct, operate and maintain a 345 kilovolt electric transmission line, 50 

approximately 375 miles in length, including the construction or expansion of nine substations, 51 

in an area extending from the Mississippi River near Quincy, Illinois eastwards across the state 52 

to the Indiana State line, and including portions connecting the Sidney and Rising Substations 53 

and the Meredosia and Ipava Substations.  54 

Q. Do IBEW Locals 51 and 702 support ATXI’s Petition? 55 

A. Yes.  The Illinois Rivers Project is critical to Illinois’ future for two main reasons: to 56 

provide reliable electric service and create good quality jobs.  Having a reliable electric grid 57 

supports the growth and development of the Illinois economy.  Likewise, the creation of quality 58 

union jobs is important to the state in this time of economic recovery.  59 
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Q. Is the use of IBEW workers instrumental to the construction of the Project? 60 

A. Yes.  Unions promote a highly skilled workforce by providing extensive training and 61 

education to their members.  This expertise results in projects being completed efficiently, safely, 62 

and reliably.   63 

Q. What types of jobs will this Project create? 64 

A. IBEW expects that the Illinois Rivers Project will create more than 300 contractor jobs. 65 

These jobs will be in the form of skilled linemen, apprentices, equipment operators, and 66 

groundmen. If this project is approved we will provide employment to a large number of new 67 

apprentices who will help cover the work. These jobs will represent an important source of 68 

employment for IBEW members.  As such, the IBEW strongly supports the Project because of 69 

the economic and job creation benefits it will bring its members and the state.  70 

Q. In addition to the job creation benefits, are there any other benefits of the Illinois 71 

Rivers Project? 72 

A. Yes.  The Project is beneficial to the overall economy of Illinois.  Further, as Ms. 73 

Borkowski explains, the Project is necessary to provide adequate, reliable, and efficient service 74 

and will promote the development of an effectively competitive electricity market.  By 75 

accommodating the construction of more generation capacity, and increasing the import 76 

capability into Illinois, more electricity supply will be available to Illinois customers.  This will 77 

also reduce the prices in the competitive wholesale electricity markets and lower retail prices for 78 

customers.  The Project also provides for the integration of wind energy in both Illinois and in 79 

areas remote from Illinois, to support the satisfaction of the Illinois Renewable Portfolio 80 

Standards.  The Project improves reliability to the Project Area, including areas with increasing 81 
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load growth.  The Project also improves the efficiency of both energy and capacity delivery by 82 

reducing transmission loss on the system.  All of these benefits are important to the continuing 83 

economic development of Illinois.  In sum, a reliable electric supply is good for economic 84 

development, and the Illinois Rivers Project will help promote a reliable electric supply.  85 

III. CONCLUSION 86 

Q. Does this conclude your direct testimony? 87 

A. Yes, it does. 88 


