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Q. What is your name, business title and business address? 1 

A. My name is Paul Thrift.  John Thompson and I intervened in this docket because we are 2 

both land owners and home owners in Edgar County, Illinois.  Mr. Thompson and I are 3 

also both principals in Thompson Thrift which has a business address is 901 Wabash 4 

Avenue, Suite 300, Terre Haute, Indiana 47807. 5 

Q. What is the purpose of your testimony? 6 

A. My testimony focuses on the very eastern segment of Ameren’s route between its Kansas, 7 

Illinois substation and the Indiana state line.  I will explain why Ameren’s Primary Route 8 

is preferable to Ameren’s Alternative Route and to the routes proposed by Stop the Power 9 

Lines Coalition and why taking that segment to the south (as Ameren’s Primary Route 10 

does) once it leaves from the east of the Kansas substation will result in less negative 11 

impact than any more northerly options. 12 

Q. What is your educational and professional background? 13 

A. I am a 1991 graduate of Indiana State University with a degree in Political Science. 14 

 I am now president of Thompson Thrift Development, where I focus on real estate 15 

development, architecture and construction.  I have been involved in this area for more 16 

than 20 years.  I have significant experience in multifamily, institutional, industrial and 17 

commercial developments across the Midwest.  18 

 I am also actively involved in my community serving on the Greater Terre Haute 19 

Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, Terre Haute Area Economic Development 20 
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Corporation Executive Committee, Indiana Chamber of Commerce State Board of 21 

Directors & Terre Haute Tomorrow Board of Directors. 22 

Q. What is your interest in Edgar or Clark Counties? 23 

A. John Thompson (my co-intervenor) and I both live in Edgar County, more specifically in 24 

Elbridge Township.  Elbridge Township is in the southeast corner of Edgar County, 25 

adjoining Clark County to the south and Indiana (Vigo County) to the east.  Because of 26 

where I live and my professional expertise, I am very familiar with the terrain and land 27 

uses, and how they will be impacted by the eastern segments of the proposed Illinois 28 

Rivers Transmission Project, which is the subject of this docket. 29 

Q. Have you reviewed Ameren’s testimony in this docket? 30 

A. I have not reviewed all of it, but I have reviewed its testimony relating to the most eastern 31 

segment of its proposed route in Edgar and Clark counties. 32 

Q. Have you reviewed Stop The Power Lines Coalition’s Alternate Route Proposals, 33 

filed January 17, 2013? 34 

A. Yes. 35 

Q. Do you support Ameren’s Primary Route between the Kansas, Illinois substation 36 

and the Indiana state line? 37 

A. Yes. 38 

Q. Why? 39 

A. Differing from Ameren’s Primary Route, Ameren’s Alternative Route and Stop the 40 

Power Lines Coalition’s alternatives each maintain a more northerly route east out of the 41 
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Kansas substation (which is in western Edgar County).  Ameren’s Alternative Route 42 

transited most the southern part of Edgar County and Stop the Power Lines Coalition’s  43 

alternatives transit even farther north in Edgar County before heading south into Clark 44 

County before ultimately crossing into Indiana.  By comparison, the Primary Route 45 

(viewed from west to east) heads south out of the Kansas substation, and subsequently 46 

goes east across central Clark County. 47 

Q. Why is it important that the route not run through Edgar County? 48 

A. First, Edgar County and, more particularly, Elbridge Township in Edgar County has 49 

habitat that is conducive to housing the Indiana Bat and the Brown Bat.  Elbridge 50 

Township is also a home to the endangered Jefferson Salamander.  Both of these habitats 51 

would be negatively impacted by the placement of a transmission line. 52 

 Also, in the past ten years has seen a relative boom in single family construction in 53 

Elbridge township.  As a result, the Primary Route’s choice of Clark County presents a 54 

less populated placement than the Alternative Route running through southern Edgar 55 

County or any route farther north than that. 56 

 The larger population in Elbridge Township in southern Edgar County reflects an 57 

increase in residential development, which has far outpaced any other township in Clark 58 

or Edgar County.  The relative hilly terrain, natural beauty, city water, excellent road 59 

system and proximity to Terre Haute have all contributed to this development.  60 

Installation of transmission lines across Elbridge township would negatively impact 61 

existing development and impede or halt further development, reducing the property tax 62 

growth for the county and the school systems.  Given the greater property values in 63 
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Elbridge Township compared to its neighbors, the installation of these lines would 64 

disproportionately negatively impact property values greater than if the lines were routed 65 

through other townships that have not seen the dramatic increase in assessed values. 66 

 As I noted just above, Edgar County and Elbridge Township also present more 67 

complicated topographical challenges.  For example, the Alternative route and route 68 

farther north impacting Edgar County include more undulating and wooded acres.  Both 69 

these features would make construction more expensive and more negatively impactful. 70 

 For all these reasons, I believe that Ameren’s Primary Route between its Kansas 71 

substation and the Indiana state line presents the least impactful alternative and, among 72 

the routes that have been proposed to the Commission for that segment, I encourage the 73 

Commission to adopt this segment of Ameren’s Primary Route. 74 

Q. Does this conclude your testimony? 75 

A. Yes. 76 


