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Initial Comments of  
The Peoples Gas Light and Coke Company 

and North Shore Gas Company 

Introduction 

 In response to the Illinois Commerce Commission (“Commission”) Staff’s request 

for comments, The Peoples Gas Light and Coke Company (“Peoples Gas”) and North 

Shore Gas Company (“North Shore”) (together, “Companies”) appreciate the 

opportunity to provide comments for use in preparing the Commission’s upcoming 2013 

“Annual Report on the Development of Natural Gas Markets in Illinois” pursuant to 

Public Act 97-0223 (Section 19-130 of the Alternative Gas Supplier Law). 

Type of data and analysis that should be included 

A. Small Volume Transportation Programs 

The Companies believe that the information shown in the 2007 Report in Table A 

– Small Volume Transportation Customers by LDC is useful for showing recent trends in 

participation for Residential, Commercial and the Total of the two over the most recent 

three-year period.  For the Companies, Residential is assumed to refer to Service 

Classification (“S.C.”) No. 1 – Small Residential Service and Commercial is assumed to 

refer to S.C. No. 2 – General Service and S.C. No. 8 – Compressed Natural Gas 

Service (Peoples Gas only).  Customers taking service under these service 

classifications are eligible to take service under the Companies’ small volume 

transportation programs (Choices For You).  Service Classification Nos. 2 and 8 

customers are also eligible to participate in the Companies’ large volume transportation 

programs.    
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B. Large and Small Volume Transportation Programs 

 The 2007 report contained summaries (appendices A and B) based on Public Act 

92-0852 requirements (eliminated by Public Act 97-0223) that included the following 

data: 

1. the aggregate annual demand of retail natural gas customers in the State of 

Illinois in the preceding calendar year; 

2. the total annual therms delivered and sold to retail customers in the State of 

Illinois by each gas utility and each alternative gas supplier in the preceding 

calendar year; 

3. the percentage of therms delivered and sold to customers in the State of Illinois 

in the preceding calendar year by each gas utility and each alternative gas 

supplier; 

4. the total number of customers in the State of Illinois served in the preceding 

calendar year by each gas utility and each alternative gas supplier. 

The Companies believe the number of customers and therms delivered for the 

preceding year are useful information and not proprietary or confidential when reported 

in aggregate.  However, market share of the individual Suppliers operating within the 

Companies’ service territories is considered confidential, and the Companies would only 

provide the information pursuant to Sections 4-404 and 5-108 of the Public Utilities Act, 

absent the agreement of all participating Suppliers on content and format to provide the 

information on a non-confidential basis.  As an alternative, the Commission could 

request such information directly from Suppliers. 
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Identified barriers to the development of competitive  
retail natural gas markets in Illinois and proposed solutions 

 The Companies have not performed analysis to identify barriers to the 

development of competitive retail natural gas markets in Illinois, but believe the 

competitive market exists and is operating well with approximately 64,000 Peoples Gas 

and 14,000 North Shore Gas customers enrolled in transportation programs.  The 

Companies have been responsive to industry changes, and have made numerous 

modifications over time to both small and large volume transportation programs that are 

beneficial to end-use customers and Suppliers. 

Conclusion 

The Companies appreciate the opportunity to participate in this process and look 

forward to working with the Commission and other interested parties. 
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