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1             JUDGE RILEY:  Pursuant to the direction  of

2 the Illinois Commerce Commission, I call docket 13 0101

3 this is a complaint by 2401 East 75th Street, LLC v ersus

4 Peoples Gas, Light, and Coke Company, as to billing  and

5 charges in Chicago, Illinois.  Counsel for the

6 complainant, would you enter an appearance for the

7 record, stating your name and address, please.

8             MR. GURVEY:  My name is Matthew Gurvey,

9 G-u-r-v-e-y.  I'm at 111 West Washington, Suite 841 ,

10 Chicago Illinois 60602.

11             JUDGE RILEY:  Thank you.  And for Peopl es

12 Gas?

13             MS. BROWN:  Kathleen Pasulka-Brown, Pug h

14 Jones and Johnson, 180 North LaSalle, Suite 3400,

15 Chicago, Illinois.  312 768-7800.

16             JUDGE RILEY:  Thank you.

17             Mr. Gurvey, I'm going to start with you .

18 What is the complaint about.  Has service been shut  off

19 in this building?

20             MR. GURVEY:  Well, it involves a multit ude

21 of buildings that my client owns that the gas was s hut

22 off after he had applied for services in his name.  This



4

1 stems from a former management company not paying b ills,

2 allegedly receiving illegal gas unknown to my clien t.

3 So the gas was shut off without his knowledge, with out

4 notice, without any copy of any bills --

5             JUDGE RILEY:  You say this was after he

6 purchased it, after he purchased the property?

7             MR. GURVEY:  Correct.  So the concern i s

8 that all the alleged activity was A), unknown to hi m.

9 He was not the billing party of record and we're

10 actually in court across the street this afternoon,  sort

11 of resolve some of those issues because they've bee n put

12 in receivership.  So this thing has spiraled out of

13 control, to the tune that my client is willing to m ake

14 some arrangements, but doesn't know where to start

15 because when he filed his application, it was at th e end

16 of October, yet the bills go back at some cases a y ear

17 or two, and there's just no rhyme or reason as to h ow

18 that happened when the former management company wa s

19 in name -- he owns them, but they were in the billi ng

20 title name.  So there is some confusion as to when it

21 occurred, what my client's responsible for, why the y had

22 cut off the gas without giving him notice of that.  Is
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1 it in relation to the illegal gas or is it in relat ion

2 to the unpaid bills and it seems to be a combinatio n of

3 both.

4             JUDGE RILEY:  Has the illegal gas situa tion

5 been remedied at all or is that still --

6             MR. GURVEY:  I believe it has been reme died,

7 in the sense that there's five buildings, three of them

8 are now currently in receivership so I do believe

9 they've all been corrected so the gas is now being

10 pumped correctly.  However, it's not in my client's  name

11 due to the fact there's unpaid bills that need to b e

12 corrected prior to him taking title.

13             JUDGE RILEY:  Are all of these building s

14 under the 2401 East 75th Street umbrella?

15             MR. GURVEY:  Yes and no -- yes.  I mean , for

16 all intents and purposes, yes, they're all owned by  my

17 client.

18             JUDGE RILEY:  Counsel, what's Peoples g as's

19 response?

20             MS. BROWN:  First of all, this complain t is

21 not about multiple buildings.  It's about one build ing,

22 it's the Stewart property that's identified in the
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1 complaint.  And the long and short of it is, with

2 respect to the Stewart property, there was never an

3 application that was approved and gas was never tur ned

4 on.  This complaint -- there's a lot of noise in th e

5 complaint, but basically this complaint is about an

6 allegedly improper shut off for Stewart by the LLC and

7 there was never any gas account established for the  LLC,

8 at Stewart.  So there are a lot of issues floating

9 around that have to be sorted out.  And in light of

10 that, we would request some time to sort through th e

11 issues.  There are some settlement negotiations goi ng on

12 between the parties directly.  They may involve thi s

13 property Stewart, they may just involve other

14 properties, it's unclear.  There are buildings that  are

15 being litigated for various issues in heat court, b ut at

16 this point we think it would be most effective and

17 efficient to continue maybe for sixty days so that we

18 can continue with settlement negotiations and or fi le an

19 answer if there is no settlement and finish our

20 investigation of the factual situation.

21             JUDGE RILEY:  Counsel, how does that so und

22 to you?
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1             MR. GURVEY:  Well, certainly time is

2 absolutely fine.  There seems to be a desire to sol ve

3 this.  The concern with the timing aspect of it is that

4 every day that goes by my client loses money becaus e

5 there is a receiver in play.  It is accurate that I 'm

6 meeting with Mr. Bailey who also represents Peoples  Gas

7 this afternoon.  We're going to heat court to try t o

8 work out a global settlement.  The concern with the

9 global settlement is we're sort of in an ameba like

10 state.  I don't know what those numbers are.  I rec eived

11 bills that sort of state what is owed, but I have a

12 proverbial gun to my head, that if I don't agree to

13 those number then it stays in receivership at my

14 client's expense.  In terms of not getting account

15 numbers, my client has five account numbers he did

16 receive from Peoples Gas.  There's some miscommunic ation

17 here, I can't tell if it's from my client or from

18 Peoples Gas.  Ultimately a settlement is what we wa nt so

19 we can all move on.  If sixty days is the allotted time

20 that opposing counsel needs, fine, it may be resolv ed

21 sooner by the other counsel I'm dealing with, but t hat's

22 our goal, but we're sort of -- it's a unilateral
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1 discussion, if I don't pay this then it doesn't cha nge.

2             JUDGE RILEY:  Let me do this, then.  I can

3 give counsel -- give you both the sixty days.  But we're

4 not wedded to that.  We can reconvene any time we w ant

5 if circumstances warrant and if we have to reconven e

6 earlier, we can find a -- we should be able to find  --

7             MR. GURVEY:  Then I'm certainly fine wi th

8 that.

9             JUDGE RILEY:  -- half an hour out of a day

10 to do that.  So why don't we set it -- it does soun d

11 like it's very complicated, there's an awful lot

12 involved here.

13             MS. BROWN:  I think in general there is , but

14 with respect to this particular property because th is

15 complaint is only about the one property, so the

16 receiverships and all those other issues are sort o f

17 background with respect to this complaint and the i ssues

18 before this commission.  So I don't think it's goin g to

19 be a proceeding that involves everything counsel is

20 mentioning because it's not properly here for any o f

21 those other issues.

22             JUDGE RILEY:  So from your standpoint,
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1 Peoples Gas standpoint and as far as this complaint  is

2 concerned, it's only going to concern the 11932-36 South

3 Stewart property?

4             MS. BROWN:  That's the only property at

5 issue, yes.

6             JUDGE RILEY:  Okay --

7             MR. GURVEY:  I can always file an amend ed

8 complaint if I need to include the others.  Counsel  is

9 right, it is only involving Stewart, but Peoples Ga s is

10 including everything.

11             JUDGE RILEY:  Right.

12             MS. BROWN:  No, we're not.

13             MR. GURVEY:  I would tell you that I'm in

14 hearings in the afternoon that they are.

15             MS. BROWN:  That's heat court.  That's not

16 the jurisdiction of the commission.  Before this

17 commission, this complaint is on Stewart until you do

18 something to expand it.

19             MR. GURVEY:  That's fine.

20             MS. BROWN:  And we aren't expanding it here.

21             MR. GURVEY:  That's fine.

22             JUDGE RILEY:  This sounds like it's all
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1 going to be the subject of considerable negotiation  and

2 further investigation.

3             MS. BROWN:  I think so, your Honor.

4             JUDGE RILEY:  Why don't we just buy our self

5 some time.  Just set this somewhere in the last wee k in

6 April that would be close to sixty days.  How about  the

7 25th, that's a Wednesday.

8             MS. BROWN:  I think that's fine, your H onor.

9 Let me check.

10             MR. GURVEY:  That's fine by me.  10:00

11 o'clock?

12             JUDGE RILEY:  Ten a.m., yes.

13             MS. BROWN:  Yes, the 25th is fine at 10 :00.

14             JUDGE RILEY:  Right.

15             MS. BROWN:  Okay, thank you.

16             JUDGE RILEY:  And as I said, I'll have a

17 notice sent out that that will be the date.  But ag ain,

18 as circumstances warrant, if the parties need to ge t

19 back together any sooner than that, contact me and we'll

20 work out an alternate date to convene and we'll mov e

21 this thing along as fast as we can.

22             So for now, we are continued to April 2 5,
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1 2013 at 10:00 a.m.

2             (Adjourned at 10:15 o'clock a.m.)
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