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Savings detailed in electricity bid; Prices from winning supplier in co-op expected to save 
residents $225 to $250 a year on bills  
Residents in Peoria and 52 other communities across central and southern Illinois that approved a 
municipal electricity aggregation program by referendum March 20 are on pace to save $225 to $250 a 
year on their electric bills. Bids from the winning supplier to the community co-op - permitted only recently 
by state law as an attempt to gather strength through numbers to drive down electric costs - came in at a 
price more than 2 cents lower per kilowatt hour than current market rates from existing supplier Ameren. 
The prices from Homefield Energy mean a total of $8 million to $9 million annual savings across Peoria, 
city special projects manager Chris Setti said Tuesday. "That's a pretty amazing amount of money," he 
said, noting that across the 250,000 households and small businesses in the aggregation group, as much 
as $40 million could be saved in the coming year over current Ameren rates. The savings come in part, 
he said, because rates are near historic lows, whereas Ameren offers a blended rate based on prices for 
the current year and the two prior years. That's because of the process they use to purchase electricity. 
But the bulk buy - representing communities covering 28 percent of Ameren's service area - also helped 
bring costs down because the company was bidding for such a large, all-but-guaranteed group of 
customers. "Communities on an individual basis would never come near these kind of numbers," said 
Charles de Casteja, a representative from Good Energy LP, the aggregation company that served as a 
consultant to the municipalities involved. Setti also said it was significant that the communities all worked 
together to have current contract language - including an insistence on a "green energy" supply - and 
painted that regional cooperation as a lasting benefit. "We got everybody to cooperate, with not a bit of 
acrimony," he said. "Everybody really pulled together and said this is important to do together. ... We 
would have commanded a good price being as big as we are, but we commanded a better price 
together." Leaders in other communities were likewise satisfied with the bids offered. "I think people are 
going to be pretty happy with this. I think this is a pretty good rate," said Marshall County Board Chairman 
Dennis Bogner. Like many of the other area government representatives authorized to approve group 
contracts covering most residents and small businesses in participating jurisdictions, Bogner inked a two-
year contract for electricity meeting "green" standards. In a separate option, Lacon Mayor Bob Weber 
bypassed the green option to choose a conventional "brown" energy option that will provide a slightly 
lower rate for the next two years. "I'm all for green energy," Weber said later. "But I said to myself, if I had 
to tell somebody in Lacon that I didn't take the cheapest route, they'd probably be mad at me." 
Consumers will continue to be billed by one entity - Ameren, which controls the transmission lines - and 
will soon begin receiving letters letting them know about the new rates. People will then have 15 days to 
decide whether to opt out of that supplier and retain Ameren - or shop on the open market for different 
rates themselves - but will otherwise be shifted to the new, lower-cost supplier. When they are shifted 
over, they will receive a second notice letting them know of the shift and will have a second opportunity - 
this time a five-day window - to decide whether to opt out and remain with Ameren or seek a different 
supplier on their own. The hope is to have the transition done by the time June bills go out, Setti said. "If 
we can start reflecting the savings in your June, July, August bills, those are when you use the most 
electricity," he said. The contract for electricity is for two years and contains a provision that if the rate 
offered by Ameren dips lower during that time than the rate consumers are offered under the contract, 
Homefield energy must match the Ameren rate or permit consumers to return to Ameren service. Peoria 
Journal Star, May 9, 2012. 
 
 
City of Quincy looking at energy aggregation 
The City of Quincy is considering enrolling in an energy aggregation plan that could save homeowners on 
their electric bills. The City’s Finance Committee met with representatives from Integrys Energy Services 
on Monday night. Joe Bullivant of Integrys said the City could select his company and they would assist in 
implementing the plan. In 2010, the Illinois Legislature passed a law that allows communities to combine 
the residents into one unit in order to buy power at a cheaper rate, but the citizens would have to vote to 
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allow the City to enter into an agreement. The City has until August 20 to get the issue on the November 
ballot. 
With about 17,000 households served by Ameren in and around Quincy, Integrys estimated an electric 
bill savings of about $1.2 million over a 17-month period…that would mean about a 15 to 20 percent 
savings in the average user’s bill. Quincy Mayor John Spring says the plan offers many benefits. "We 
would see a reduction in what energy costs, electrical energy in particular, here for our residents," Spring 
said. "So, the almost 17,000 households would receive some relief in their energy bills." Bullivant said 
residents would see minimal changes in their electrical utility service and the billing would still come 
through Ameren. Although Integrys made the presentation Monday night, Spring says the City will make 
a request for proposals from other companies to see what they offer. In action from Monday night’s 
Council meeting, two new QPD officers were sworn in. Mike Cirrincione and Erin Angell will attend the 
Illinois State Police Basic Training Academy on June 10 as Aldermen approved that nearly $5,700 
expense. The City Council also approved a bid of just under $10,000 for 1,600 new recycling bins and 
another bid of $56,000 to seal cracks in city streets. Quincy Mayor John Spring said the City fared better 
than expected following the end of the Illinois Legislative session.  He said the only money removed from 
the city was the one percent taken from the Personal Property Replacement Tax that will go to fund the 
Regional Offices of Education. Quincy Journal, June 5, 2012. 
 
 
Logan County electric rates will be cheap  
Most homes and small businesses in Logan County will be paying the lowest electric rates in the state of 
Illinois beginning in September, according to a local official. Representatives of Altanta, Lincoln, Emden 
and unincorporated Logan County this week accepted an aggregation bid from Integrys Energy Service of 
$.03965 per kilowatt hour. That price applies only to the cost of the electricity itself, which makes up about 
15 percent of the typical residential electric bill. Delivery costs, taxes and other expenses make up the 
remaining 85 percent. Ameren will continue to deliver power to customers in Logan County. Ameren also 
will handle billing and respond to outages and complaints. Still, under the new rate, each Logan County 
household is estimated to save $216 per year. For the first year, the communities are estimated to save 
$2.3 million when compared to the estimated average Ameren default rate of $.05752 per kilowatt hour. 
"Those are big bucks," said Michael Maniscalco, director of the Lincoln and Logan Development 
Partnership. "This is huge for Logan County." Partnership board president Steve Smith agreed. "It's going 
to mean $2.3 million not leaving Logan County on a yearly basis for the next two years," he said. "Every 
household is going to have $216 in their pockets that doesn't have to go to the utility company." "We had 
some very good bids. It was kind of exciting to look at these," Lincoln Mayor Keith Snyder said. "This 
means significant savings for the citizens of Lincoln. I think it's something to be very proud of." The deal 
was reached after Logan County voters passed an electric aggregation referendum in March, allowing 
officials to negotiate electric rates with other companies. Officials then chose Illinois Community Choice 
Aggregation Network to help in the process. Maniscalco said the price includes 25 percent renewable 
energy, allowing the communities to meet Illinois' requirement that renewable sources provide 25 percent 
of the state's energy by 2025. Maniscalco said that residents will receive letters in the mail giving them 
the opportunity to opt out of the aggregation program. Residents choosing to opt out will default to the 
Ameren rate. The contract will last for two years. Snyder said he believes timing contributed to the low 
bids. Consultants were able to calculate ups and downs in the electric market before bids were sought. 
"These are the kinds of things we need to move forward with and do together in Logan County," Smith 
said.  The State Journal-Register, June 15, 2012. 
 
 
Electricity Choice on Galesburg Election Ballot 
Galesburg residents will also be asked to consider making changes in electricity service as they choose a 
new President this November. The Galesburg City Council Monday night voted to place a question on the 
November election ballot asking residents whether or not they want they want to create a so-called 
"Municipal Electric Aggregation Program." Essentially, while it means electricity could still be delivered to 
homes and businesses by Ameren, the provider of such electricity could change. And Mayor Sal Garza 
says that could result in savings for residents and businesses. "It's conceivable that you may be able to 
realize, and this was a working example, realize approximately $200 dollars in annual savings," Garza 
said. "So if you just do the quick math on that, there's potential for a community, as well as small 
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commercial businesses, to hold on to approximately $2 million dollars that will hopefully circulate within 
the community." If approved in November, residents would be automatically enrolled in the program once 
started, but would have the choice to opt out. The city says between now and November, a public 
education program would take place. Other cities and municipalities have either approved such programs 
already, or will also have them on the November ballot. WGIL, June 19, 2012. 
 
 
Mount Zion board shows support for municipal aggregation to help lower power bills 
The Mount Zion Village Board expressed support Monday for moving forward with a process that would 
combine residents’ purchasing power for electricity and, hopefully, lower their bills. Electrical aggregation 
would allow the village to enter into purchasing agreements with electricity suppliers on behalf of 
residents and small businesses, and Village Administrator Julie Miller said she is already seeing the 
benefits of it in certain Mount Zion facilities. “About three years ago, I took competitive quotes for the 
village’s electricity at four village-owned locations, and we locked in at a rate of 5 cents per kilowatt-hour” 
through electricity supplier Ameren Energy Marketing, she said, noting that the average rate per kilowatt-
hour through Ameren Illinois is currently anywhere from 6 to 6.5 cents. Discussing electrical aggregation 
with board members, Miller said the village could adopt an “opt-in” program, in which residents could 
enroll themselves, or an “opt-out” program, in which they would be automatically enrolled unless they 
requested otherwise. Miller said the opt-out program would be the most beneficial because it would 
provide a larger customer base that could secure a lower rate but added that the opt-out option also 
would require residents to pass a referendum on an election ballot. “The reason I’m rushing this is 
because the deadline to get (a referendum) on the November election ballot is Aug. 20,” she said, noting 
that an ordinance and resolution on the matter would have to be passed at the board’s Aug. 6 meeting. 
Tamika Cole, an account executive with Ameren Energy Marketing, said several Central Illinois 
communities, including Mount Pulaski, Lincoln, Urbana and Champaign, passed referendums to approve 
electricity aggregation this year. “Electrical aggregation is a good thing,” Cole said. “It’s not a scam, and 
looking at electricity from an aggregation perspective, the more kilowatt-hours you have, the lower the 
price. It’s power in numbers.” “I really do think this (electricity aggregation) is the way to go,” said board 
member Cathy Derby. Mayor Don Robinson and the rest of the board agreed. Miller said she would 
proceed with drawing up an ordinance and would begin talking to a consultant, who would help with the 
bidding and referendum process. In other business, the board also approved a tax increment 
redevelopment note with Lewis Property Development LLC for the Lewis Property Development project. 
Miller said there was originally $2 million in the village’s TIF fund when the village entered into an 
agreement with Lewis four years ago, but said that money has since been spent, leaving the TIF fund 
empty. “The TIF fund ran out of money last fall,” Miller said, “but development is still proceeding, so now 
Steve Lewis is having to do draws for his work and expenses until the TIF fund is replenished.” Once 
funds are received through property taxes and the bond payment has been made, any remaining balance 
in the TIF fund will go to Lewis to pay down the balance on the note. Lewis will also be able to receive 
interest at 4.5 percent, which is the interest rate that was established in the original contract the board, 
which will next meet at 5:15 p.m. Aug. 6, unanimously approved the note. Source: Herald-Review, July 
17, 2012. 

 
 
Power aggregation looks like good deal in Lincoln ... so far 
Logan County resident Peggy Goodman voted for the power aggregation referendum last spring, but it 
wasn’t until this week that she was able to see how pooling her purchasing power with neighbors affects 
her utility bill. Letters mailed throughout Logan County Wednesday notified eligible residents that Integrys 
Energy Services Inc. has been chosen as the area’s electric supplier, based on a bid to sell electricity at 
nearly half of Ameren Illinois’ current rate. Goodman would have saved $21.47 on her July utility bill if the 
electricity had been purchased at the 3.965-cent per kilowatt hour price Logan County representatives 
negotiated with the Wisconsin-based company. “To me, if you can save money every little bit helps,” said 
Goodman, who lives just south of Lincoln. The two-year contract locks Integrys’ price for Logan County at 
that figure through September 2014. Ameren Illinois has a rate of 6.13 cents per kilowatt hour through 
September and the option to change prices twice a year. And there’s the gamble, according to Jim 
Chilsen, spokesman for the Citizens Utility Board. “There’s no question that 3.965 is a low rate, but, like 
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anything, it’s complex what is in that contract and if the community leaders built in a safety net,” he said. 
“Local choice has meant cost savings in the short term. The jury is still out about long term.” Chilsen said 
the biggest unknown is what will happen with Ameren electricity prices after June 2013, when the utility is 
no longer bound by some contracts at higher-than-market prices. “Ameren prices are expected to drop. 
We just don’t know by how much,” he said. “The concern is that municipalities will get locked into 
contracts that are money losers after 2013.” Eligible Logan County residents have until July 31 to opt out 
of the Integrys Energy Services’ contract. After that, the company automatically becomes the electricity 
supplier for participating municipalities in September. But Lincoln Mayor Keith Snyder said the contract 
was written so customers can switch suppliers at any time, without any added fees. “We think we got 
some of the best electricity prices in the state because we locked in at the right time,” Snyder said. 
“There’s no guarantee we’ll always be with the lowest price supplier, but with these savings we felt our 
citizens would be in pretty good shape the next couple years. Power in numbers Logan County residents 
are among the first wave of communities in central Illinois to try power aggregation in the state’s 
deregulated residential energy market. Illinois opened the power market to commercial and industrial 
customers with the Illinois Electrical Service Customer Choice and Rate Relief Law in 1997. Today, three-
quarters of electricity servicing the state’s big business is provided through a retail electric supplier, rather 
than Illinois’ two dominant utilities -- Commonwealth Edison and Ameren Illinois. Individual utility 
customers also have had the right to shop around on their own for the best power prices for a while. But 
the market realities of converting customers one at a time kept alternate power suppliers from realizing 
any significant market shares. Electric aggregations could change that. “If you look at the (electric) rates 
aggregate communities are securing, it’s much lower than an individual could get,” Integrys Energy 
Services spokesman Brian Bowe said. “That’s because if I have to put marketing money to get you 
individually to buy the product from me that gets expensive fast. “With aggregates, we can get the 
number of customers more efficiently.” Communities in the Ameren Illinois market became eligible just 
this year to offer electric aggregation programs -- which allow community leaders to leverage their 
population base to negotiate better power rates. Residents in Lincoln, as well as Atlanta, Emden, Mount 
Pulaski and the unincorporated areas of Logan County, approved referendums in March that gave 
municipal leaders the OK to join forces to seek the best price for residential power. These Logan County 
communities were among 66 others throughout Ameren Illinois’ market that passed such referendums in 
March, according to the Illinois Commerce Commission website www.pluginillinois.org. That indicates a 
strong willingness among Ameren Illinois customers to seek out alternate electricity suppliers. ‘The right 
thing to do’ The hoped-for savings should be all Logan County residents notice, officials say. “If their 
lights go out, they still call Ameren.  Ameren still delivers the power, maintains the lines. It’s just coming 
from a different supplier,” Snyder said. Ameren Illinois will continue to serve as the area’s electric 
distributor, maintaining the system that delivers power to residents. And Ameren letterhead still will be at 
the top of the combined monthly utility bill. Already, Illinois utility bills are broken down into three line 
items: electric supply, transmission service (the cost of getting electricity to the local supplier) and 
distribution service (the cost of getting electricity to the customer). The Integrys Energy Services name 
and rate will replace Ameren Illinois for the electric supply section of the bill only. Integrys Energy 
Services -- a subsidiary of Chicago-based Integrys Energy Group -- formed in 1994 as energy markets 
across the country were deregulated. Illinois is one of 16 states that allow customers to choose their 
electricity suppliers. Legislation has been drafted for similar rights for gas aggregation. Integrys sells 
natural gas and power in deregulated markets in Illinois, Michigan, New York, Washington, D.C. and 
Wisconsin. The company has been working with electric and gas aggregation programs in Ohio since 
1999 and entered the Illinois market in 2011. Integrys Energy Services is one of 11 residential electricity 
suppliers currently approved by the Illinois Commerce Commission to serve the Ameren Illinois market. 
“Illinois has caught on very quickly,” Bowe said. “Because it was a new concept it took people awhile to 
understand it. Now you have city managers and community leaders who are pursuing it. And with the 
number of referendums passing, the people of Illinois seem to agree it’s the right thing to do.” *** Fulton: 
One community’s experience Fulton, population a little under 3,500, was the first community in the state 
to pool its households to negotiate its own power prices. Only 3 percent of residents have opted out of the 
program. City administrator Randy Balk said residents have consistently seen roughly 20 percent savings 
on the power portion of their electricity bills for the past year. “Personally, I’ve noticed a great deal of 
savings with this hot summer,” said Linda Hollis, Fulton’s city clerk. “I haven’t heard anybody complain 
about it.” The city of Fulton signed a three-year contract with Ohio-based FirstEnergy Solutions for 6.23-
cents per kilowatt hour, a 20 percent savings on ComEd rates at the time. Its success has led to a lot of 
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inquiries. Balk said he has fielded 30 to 40 calls from other community leaders interested in following 
Fulton’s lead. Yet, he said there is still a distrust of power aggregation among some. A neighboring 
community has voted the idea down three times, with citizens citing concern about too much government 
involvement. “I don’t know why anyone wouldn’t want to do this,” he said. “We were just a vehicle to 
negotiate the lower rates. For the most part, it’s been seamless and the bills are lower.” Source: The 
State Journal-Register, July 21, 2012. 
 
 
 
Electric rate measure back on ballot in Granite City  
Granite City voters will get another chance to vote on whether they want the city to negotiate for cheaper 
electric rates. The Granite City Council voted on July 17 to put a measure on the Nov. 6 ballot asking 
residents whether the city should use the buying power of several municipalities to find the best electric 
rate for residents and small businesses. All residents would be in the program except those who opt out. 
City voters in March defeated the plan to use "municipal aggregation," in a 1,395 to 1,364 vote. 
Collinsville voters rejected a similar measure, while voters approved the issue in Alton, Bethalto, Glen 
Carbon and Godfrey. Mayor Ed Hagnauer said after that election that the city couldn't get the message 
out. "We're going to be a little more active in explaining what it means," Hagnauer said last week. He 
noted that in cities where it's been tried, there have been considerable savings and residents wouldn't be 
forced to participate. People would still pay bills to Ameren Illinois and receive service from that 
company. The company bills users for services and passes through the electric provider's costs. Source: 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, July 24, 2012. 
 
 
Ask The Times: Integrys 
Q. When can Ottawa residents who have opted in to the Integrys aggregation program expect to see 
savings in their monthly electrical bills? A. This month, according to Alaina Rivers, deputy city clerk. 
Rivers said 95 percent of the approximate 7,800 eligible homes and businesses in the city have opted in 
to the power cost-savings program the Ottawa City Council approved in April. Rivers said residents 
should see nearly a 28 percent savings from Ameren Illinois electrical rates. Praising the program 
Tuesday, Mayor Robert Eschbach said, "I have just been informed by our vendor that Ottawa residents 
as a group are on track to save more than $500,000 during the summer months in reduced electricity 
payments. Our timing on joining the aggregation program was great as well — given the unusually hot 
summer and the need to use more air conditioning." Because of the year-long contract made with 
Integrys, those who choose to opt out of the program before June 2013 will be subject to a $50 
termination fee. Rivers expects the council will review the contract for renewal again next spring. 
Residents with questions may call Integrys at 888-340-1963. Source: The Times, July 31, 2012. 
 
 
Thousands of metro-east residents might be able to lower their electric bills 
Thousands of metro-east residents will get a second chance this November to possibly lower their electric 
bills. St. Clair County, Collinsville and Granite City will each have a referendum on the Nov. 6 ballot, that if 
passed, would allow the governments to negotiate new electricity supply prices for their residents. Those 
governments will likely be followed by Madison County and Belleville, whose boards plan to vote on the 
issue, known as electric aggregation, prior to the Aug. 20 deadline to place a referendum on the ballot. 
Voters in all those communities, except Madison County, rejected the measures in the March primary. St. 
Clair County Board Chairman Mark Kern and officials in Belleville and Collinsville blamed voter confusion 
for the issue’s failure, saying companies brought in to educate the public on the matter didn’t follow 
through. “We are certainly not trying to ram this down the community’s throat,” Collinsville interim city 
manager Scott Williams said. This time the governments are looking to Good Energy, a New York-based 
energy consulting firm, to publicize the issue, and if it passes, then organize the bidding process to find a 
cheaper electricity supplier. Good Energy’s goal is to form a bargaining group of governments covering at 
least 200,000 customers, said Philip Carr, Good Energy's business development director of electricity and 
natural gas. Individuals are already allowed to switch their electric supplier from Ameren Illinois. Electric 
aggregation gives governments the power to do this for them. The idea is that governments can leverage 
bulk-buying power to negotiate cheaper supply prices than those that could be obtained by individual 
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customers or those currently offered by Ameren. City and county officials said they are hoping to get 
cheaper electricity rates for their residents, who have seen their bills spike during this summer’s record-
breaking heat. “To me this is one of those things that is a no-brainer,” Madison County Board Chairman 
Alan Dunstan said. Already, Collinsville and Granite City have hired Good Energy as their consultant. The 
other governments have not chosen Good Energy yet, but have all met with the company. Good Energy 
was successful this spring in forming a bargaining group of 51 governments in southern and central 
Illinois that won electricity supply rates of about 4 cents per kilowatt-hour, compared with the rate of about 
5.7 cents per kwh charged to the average Ameren Illinois customer in the metro-east. Among the Good 
Energy group were several metro-east municipalities, including Columbia, Shiloh, Alton and Glen Carbon, 
all of which approved electric aggregation in the March primary. Statewide, 243 communities have 
passed the measure. Columbia city administrator Al Hudzik said the savings, which should show up on 
customers’ bills this month, aren’t huge but should save households about $100 to $150 annually. “I’m not 
sure which rates others will get,” Hudzik said. “I thought it was beneficial to our customers.” Retail 
suppliers have been able to undercut Ameren Illinois’ supply prices because the utility company was 
mandated by the state to enter into long-term supply contracts that are “out of whack” with the market, 
according to Illinois Power Agency Acting Director Arlene Juracek, whose agency will negotiate Ameren’s 
supply contracts. Customers would be leaving money on the table if they didn’t choose electric 
aggregation, Juracek said. But how long those savings will last is unclear. Good Energy’s group was able 
to take advantage of natural gas prices that hit a decade low, Hudzik said.  “We hit the right time,” he 
said. And next spring, the Illinois Power Agency will be negotiating new supply contracts for Ameren 
Illinois that could result in cheaper rates than the prices being offered by retail suppliers, according to Jim 
Chilsen, a spokesman for the Citizens Utility Board. The Citizens Utility Board, a nonprofit, non-partisan 
group that is focused on lowering utility rates for customers, takes no stance on electric aggregation. 
“Consumers are saving money in the short term. No question about it,” Chilsen said. But the jury is still 
out on whether those savings will last long-term, he said. The electric aggregation referendums are for 
opt-out programs, which means eligible residents are automatically enrolled with the new electricity 
supplier unless they opt-out. Opt-in programs, which do not require a referendum, are less attractive to 
governments because participation usually tops out at 20 percent of eligible customers, compared with 
over 91 percent for opt-out programs, according to Carr. A customer’s relationship with Ameren Illinois 
does not change under electric aggregation, according to Ameren Illinois spokesman Leigh Morris. The 
utility would still send customers a single bill, deliver their electricity and repair any outages. Ameren 
doesn’t make any money off supplying energy; it charges customers for the cost alone, Morris said. The 
utility profits on delivering electricity, which makes up about one-third of a customer’s bill, Chilsen said. 
Good Energy’s bargaining group didn’t stray from the Ameren family when seeking a new electricity 
supplier. The group chose the lowest bid, which was submitted by Homefield Energy. The Collinsville-
based company, like Ameren Illinois, is a subsidiary of Ameren Corporation. Morris said the subsidiaries 
are independent of each other, and Ameren Illinois doesn’t care which supply company customers 
choose. Dozens of retail suppliers have entered the Illinois market and have aggressively marketed 
themselves to customers, according to Morris. They increased their share of the residential market by 250 
percent in the first half of this year and, as of June, held about 13 percent of all residential customers in 
the Ameren Illinois coverage zone that includes most of the metro-east, according to data collected by 
the Illinois Commerce Commission. “Choice has really caught fire,” Morris said. With all this choice, 
consumers should be careful, according to Chilsen. It is important that governments include consumer 
protections in their contracts, such as requiring the electric supplier to match Ameren Illinois’ rates if they 
fall below the supplier’s rates or allowing customers to get out of the deals without paying a penalty if 
Ameren’s rates are lower, he said. “What is important is the bottom line: Will it save the consumer 
money?” Chilsen said. These protections were included in the Homefield Energy deal, but Carr said it 
was extremely unlikely that Ameren’s rates would fall below Homefield Energy’s rate during the two-year 
contracts. Municipalities and counties can be paid fees under their agreements with retail suppliers, which 
come out of the rate offered to customers. For instance, the city of Columbia receives .001 cents for every 
kilowatt-hour of electricity its residents deliver to Homefield Energy, Hudzik said. “It’s very, very little,” he 
said. Hudzik wasn’t sure yet how much revenue the fee would generate but expected that it would be 
offset by a corresponding decrease in the city’s utility tax revenue. Good Energy is not paid by the 
governments but through a fee paid by the supplier that is built into the customer rate. In the Homefield 
Energy deal, Good Energy generally receives a fee of.00075 cents per kilowatt of energy delivered, Carr 
said.  Carr said his company puts a lot of work into electric aggregation measures and argued that 
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communities that pass the referendums could see millions of dollars in savings.  “This is a really good 
thing and a really good program,” Carr said. Source: News-Democrat, Aug. 6, 2012. 
 
 
Electric aggregation to be considered by city 
Residents and small businesses in Paxton could see an average yearly savings of more than $200 on 
their electricity bills if the Paxton City Council moves forward with a municipal electric aggregation 
proposal. Officials from Integrys Energy Services, a certified alternative electricity supplier headquartered 
in Chicago, will present the cost-saving proposal to the council during its next meeting at 7 p.m. Monday, 
Aug. 13, at City Hall, 145 S. Market St. Integrys calls itself a leader in aggregation in Illinois, where it is 
supplying 32 communities with electricity at a lower rate, and the company also has 10 years of 
experience with electricity aggregation in Ohio. Legislation was passed in late 2010 that gave Illinois 
municipalities the right to aggregate, or bundle, all eligible electric accounts together to arrange for lower 
rates for residents if approved by a majority vote through a referendum. With aggregation, electric 
customers in a community pay the market rate for electricity — which is locked in for the duration of the 
program — instead of the default rate, which currently stands at 6.3 cents per kilowatt-hour. “Most towns 
have locked in (the market rate) for two years,” said Dean Nicol, director of aggregation business 
development for Integrys. He said it would be the city’s decision how long the aggregation program would 
be in place. Residents and small businesses in Paxton would save a combined $153,000 to $180,000 a 
year on average, based on the current market and the current rates for Ameren residential customers, 
said Nicol. The process for implementing electric aggregation in Paxton would be similar to the one 
completed in Champaign earlier this year, Nicol said. Integrys began supplying Champaign with 
electricity, effective this month, after the city passed a referendum in March. First, the council would need 
to pass an ordinance prior to the Aug. 20 deadline to certify a request for a referendum on the Nov. 6 
general election ballot.  After certifying a ballot question with the local election board, the city would 
decide whether to hire an outside consultant or use Integrys to guide the city through the process of 
negotiating a rate at which to be supplied electricity. Meetings would also be held to educate the public 
about the proposal. The rate that would be charged, as well as the duration of the program, would be set 
upon passage of the referendum. If the market rates are too high at the time, the city would have the 
authority to postpone implementation if it so desires or instead decide not to move forward with 
implementation at all, Nicol said. If the city does move forward, electric customers would be automatically 
enrolled in the program and would need to do nothing to experience the savings. Residents would receive 
a notice of their right not to participate, Nicol said. Once they receive notice, residents would be able to 
“opt out” of the program during a designated 14-day “opt-out” period by either returning a postcard they 
receive in the mail, visiting a site on the Internet or calling a toll-free number, Nicol said. In Illinois, more 
than 90 percent of residents in communities with municipal electric aggregation programs decide to stay 
with the program, Nicol said. The average has been about 85 percent in Ohio, where Integrys has been 
an alternative aggregation supplier for 10 years, Nicol said. As Nicol noted, market rates are currently 
lower than the utilities’ rates. In Paxton, Ameren Illinois would still do the billing for the city’s residents. 
The lower rate would be reflected only on the “energy charges” component of the bill — which makes up 
about 65 to 75 percent of the total bill on average, Nicol noted. The distribution and transmission charges 
Ameren lists on each bill would not go down as a result of aggregation, he added. Based on the current 
market and current prices charged by Ameren Illinois, Paxton residents could expect to save about $200 
or more per year on average, Nicol said. “Overall, the effect is to save about 25 percent of a resident’s 
total bill,” Nicol said. The number of alternative retail electric suppliers in Illinois has grown substantially in 
recent years. In 2010, there were about 15 nonresidential suppliers; that number grew in 2011 to nearly 
45 nonresidential and about 25 residential and in 2012 to more than 45 nonresidential and nearly 30 
residential. In March 2012, 225 communities in the state passed referenda for “opt-out aggregation, and 
thus far 32 of those have selected Integrys. The towns Integrys serves as an electric aggregation supplier 
in both Illinois and Ohio have had 100 percent success passing referenda, Nicol said. Paxton Mayor Bill 
Ingold said he wants the city to explore the possibility of electric aggregation to save residents and small 
businesses money. Ingold noted that the city has been using Integrys as its supplier for city-operated 
electricity accounts for the past year, resulting in a “substantial savings.” According to figures provided by 
Treasurer Julie Burgess, the city saved $29,918 in electricity costs for city-owned buildings from Aug. 1, 
2011, through July 31, 2012, when compared with the costs from the year prior, after the switch to 

Schedule WPF-4 - Gas (Part 12) 
Page 7 of 13



Integrys. The city spent $123,441 on electricity from Aug. 1, 2010, through July 31, 2011, and $93,522 
from Aug. 1, 2011, through July 31, 2012. Source: Paxton Record, Aug. 8, 2012. 
 
 
Municipal aggregation 
Fifty-one communities near B-N voted last spring to approve purchasing electricity through municipal 
aggregation. Their electricity bills have decreased significantly and they are helping to save our planet. 
Their previous utility (Ameren) generated over 70 percent of its electricity from coal, an incredibly dirty 
fossil fuel, most of which is shipped to Illinois from western states. These 51 communities opted for wind 
power — clean, renewable energy that doesn’t need precious water to generate electricity. The resulting 
reduction in global warming emissions is stupendous. The 2 billion kilowatts these communities will use 
would have released 1.6 million tons of greenhouse gasses if generated primarily from coal. In contrast, 
wind power electricity will reduce this horrific amount to only 20,000 tons of greenhouse gasses. 
Reducing your own electric bills helps to save our overburdened planet! Vote for municipal aggregation in 
November. It’s a win-win. Source: Pantagraph, Sept. 22, 2012 
 
 
Ballot question on electricity purchase explained 
GALESBURG — Municipal Electrical Aggregation is a program by which local municipalities are able to 
bundle residential and small commercial retail accounts in an effort to seek lower energy costs. The issue 
will be on the Nov. 6 ballot after the City Council voted in June to place the question in front of voters. 
Current energy prices are set by the Illinois Power Agency, a government agency that secures electricity 
on the market on behalf of Ameren Illinois, according to a city presentation on the issue. If the energy 
aggregation passes, Galesburg can enter the open market and buy energy for those who wish to 
participate in the purchasing bloc. Residents present at Monday’s informational meeting had their 
questions answered by Steven Guy, energy partner with DaCott Energy Services, the firm the city hired to 
act as a consultant through the process. DaCott will set up the terms of the service and aid customers in 
their questions should the referendum pass by a simple majority in November. Even if the referendum 
passes, voters will be able to opt out of the program for any number of reasons, and no penalties will be 
assessed. Residents will receive a letter in the mail sometime in November informing residents of their 
rights. Guy said there will be a 60-day window to opt out after the letter is sent. Guy said residents who 
remain on the program will begin to see savings on their February bill. Certain energy customers will be 
automatically be opted out of the program, including those who have negotiated their own energy supply 
rates and those whose bills are subsidized due to low income. Guy said residents can expect about 35 
percent savings on the energy supply portion of their bill. Total energy bills could be reduced by about 
$250 a year if residents chose to opt in to the program. If the referendum passes, the city will be entered 
into a three-year deal. If energy supply rates were to dip under the negotiated amount, say, during the 
third year, Guy said customers can opt out with no dismissal fees.  Alderman Peter Schwartzman, Ward 
5, asked if there was any downside to Galesburg residents voting for the measure. Guy described it as 
“no harm, no foul” in that customers can choose to take no part in the purchasing bloc even if they vote to 
approve it. Schwartzman said he is worried the referendum could be hurt from appearing as the last item 
on the ballot. “I can’t see why someone would say no to this,” Schwartzman said. “I hope the citizens 
have the stamina to vote on every item.” The question will appear on the ballot as such: “Shall Galesburg 
have the authority to arrange for the supply of electricity for its residential and small commercial retail 
customers who have not opted out of such a program?” City Manager Todd Thompson said residents 
interested in having DaCott industries speak to their group to contact his office. Source: The Register-
Mail, October 15, 2012. 
 

 
City's consultant: A "yes" vote could save on power bill 
Benton electric utility customers could save up to $180 per year provided they cast a 'Yes' vote on Nov. 6. 
Steven Thayer, a representative of Simec Energy, spoke to Benton-West City Area Chamber of 
Commerce members on Oct. 11 about the election ballot question. He said Illinois lawmakers passed 
legislation in 2010 that allows counties, towns and cities to take bids when securing electricity for their 
clients. Thayer said the competitive process allows municipalities to save their constituents between 10 
and 30 percent on their electricity bills. He said Benton mayor Gary Kraft and city council members are in 
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favor of the measure adding customers would continue to receive one bill from Ameren that includes the 
new discounted supply rate. "Benton was one of the first along with Johnston City that decided electric 
customers could be saving money by switching to a different supplier," Thayer said. "Marion joined the 
other communities about two weeks ago."  He said Ameren would continue to supply electricity to 
customers and would bill for distribution and transmission of its services. Thayer said customers should 
continue to call Ameren when they experience power outages. He said passage of the referendum 
question would mean that Benton would join the other approximate 40,000 households that are saving 
money on their electric bills. He said Christopher, Sesser and Cobden have already signed up for 
reduced electric rates adding Simec Energy includes Quincy and Taylorville to the north. Thayer said the 
price of the electricity supply would be fixed for the term of the contract adding contracts typically extend 
for one to three years. "We won't know the rate until we go out for bid," he said. "Customers could save 
between $150 and $180 a year. We hope this frees up some money locally. This could mean another two 
trips to the grocery store or you could fill your gas tank another two or three times." Thayer said Simec 
does not own the electricity and would accept bids following the outcome of the election. He said if the 
referendum passes, the company would seek bids. Thayer said the goal is to switch to a different supplier 
in January. When asked about natural gas rate savings, he said Simec is working toward that goal. 
Thayer's presentation was followed by Nick Niedbalski of FirstEnergy Solutions, who said his company 
would be one to bid on the electric supply. "If Benton goes with the government aggregate format, there 
will be no fee if customers terminate the agreement and go back with Ameren," Niedbalski said. Thayer 
said FirstEnergy Solutions is one of "the big dogs" that would bid on commercial electric rates. Niedbalski 
said FirstEnergy Solutions bids on commercial and residential electric supply rates adding it is a Fortune 
200 company. Source: Benton Evening News, October 16, 2012. 
 
 
 
Municipal aggregation poses question of purchasing power on Nov. 6 ballot 
MOUNT PULASKI -- Darrell Knauer said voting to band together with your neighbors to buy electricity is 
the cheap gift that keeps on giving. The Mount Pulaski alderman is a keen apostle of "municipal 
aggregation," a ballot initiative that lets residents of a city or village or entire county decide if they want to 
join together to buy their power as a united block of customers. Mount Pulaski voters said yes in the 
March primary ballot, and now Decatur, unincorporated Macon County, several other counties and more 
than 20 Central Illinois towns will pose the ballot question in the Nov. 6 general election. The form of 
ballot they've chosen allows residents who vote "yes" to be marketed as a group to competing energy 
suppliers. Everyone is included if the vote is in favor, unless they choose individually to opt out afterward 
within a set time limit. Knauer, who said Mount Pulaski voters are about to get their first power bills under 
the new system that will reflect savings of close to 25 percent over the default Ameren Illinois utility rates, 
can't understand why anyone would say no to municipal aggregation. "Oh, yeah, this is a good deal," said 
Knauer, 77. "It's working out good for us." Why does it work? The previous model for providing power to 
residents and small businesses in Illinois has seen electricity delivered at a fixed rate by utilities such as 
Ameren Illinois. But the power market is vast and diverse, and if you've got enough demand to take to 
market, you can shop alternative power suppliers who can frequently deliver electricity at less cost than 
the utility. Changes in Illinois law opened up the residential market to competing energy companies, but 
things didn't get rolling until an agreement solved billing complications by letting alternative suppliers, 
vetted by state regulators, piggyback their charges onto existing utility bills. Ameren Illinois still gets paid 
for delivering the power and maintaining the electrical system, but now the electricity it's supplying can 
come from many rivals in cutthroat competition with each other. Families have been blitzed by calls and 
mailings trying to get them to switch individually, but the most popular way to go has proven to be 
municipal aggregation, which has also delivered the best rates. Illinois law, so far, only allows customers 
of the big utilities Ameren Illinois and Commonwealth Edison to vote to take part, and residents of electric 
co-ops and cities with their own power companies are excluded. Whether that will change remains to be 
seen, but there is no doubting the popular hunger for cutting power bills if the opportunity is available. 
Torsten Clausen is director of the Office of Retail Market Development for the Illinois Commerce 
Commission, the power system regulators, and said municipal aggregation got off to a modest start in 
2011 with about 70,000 customers statewide. None of them was in Ameren Illinois' territory but, by the 
end of 2011, more towns and cities had seen the potential and things began to take off. "You had the first 
big wave of municipal aggregation in March of this year with 250 communities doing it between 

Schedule WPF-4 - Gas (Part 12) 
Page 9 of 13



Commonwealth Edison and Ameren Illinois," Clausen said. "I think it was upwards of 200,000 customers 
in the Ameren territory alone." Clausen said the size of some of the power savings involved clearly 
caught the voters' eyes. "You've seen savings, sometimes, of 50 percent or more over the old electric 
rates," he added. "Who knows what will happen next but, for now, the savings from switching (power 
suppliers) generally and from municipal aggregation in particular are pretty large." The city of Decatur has 
signed a deal with New York City-based Good Energy as its consultant to handle publicity and the 
technical aspects for its municipal aggregation ballot question. Soy City is in good company as Good 
Energy also is performing the same service for more than 60 other communities, and that's on top of the 
55 communities it worked with that got their question on the March ballot. If Decatur and other voters say 
yes, Good Energy will act as the power broker and market a vast swath of customers that will combine 
Decatur with residents in Normal, Champaign County, Charleston, Mattoon, Effingham and more. That 
will be a power buying block of some 250,000 customers using their collective clout to hunt a cut-rate deal 
on electricity. Good Energy, which is paid by the chosen power supplier, said customers can expect to 
save at least 20 percent and possibly closer to 30 percent over what they're paying now. Good Energy 
managing partner Charles de Casteja said those 55 communities in the first round have already racked 
up savings in the millions of dollars. "That is a lot of money going back into those communities," he 
added. "And, after the November election, there will most likely be 60 percent of Ameren Illinois 
(customers) who will be on municipal aggregation." Casteja said voters have everything to gain and 
nothing to lose. "Why not give yourself the option?" he said. "And if you decide you don't want it, you can 
opt out." But not everybody is generating the same enthusiasm. The village of Harristown will not have 
electric aggregation on its ballot after trustees voted 4-2 in June to reject a measure that would have put 
the question to voters. Mayor Gordon Schrishuhn said trustees didn't like the idea that a yes vote would 
mean everybody was automatically included unless they opted out. Schrishuhn didn't agree with that 
position himself, but he didn't get a vote as village rules only allow him to step in if an issue is tied. "I 
would have liked to have given our voters the choice of municipal aggregation," he said. The question 
could be added to a future ballot, but there are no plans to do that. Ironically, the village board switched 
its own power supplier three years ago and is now saving about 15 percent a month on its power bills. 
"There has been no discussion at all of switching back to Ameren Illinois," added Schrishuhn, 73. "And 
as for me, I am still with Ameren at the moment, but I thinking very strongly about talking to two or three 
other providers and seeing where I can get the best deal. That would make sense; everybody likes to 
save money." Source: MENAFN.COM, October 21, 2012. 
 
 
Ask The Times: Ottawa aggregation program 
Q. Is there still an opportunity to opt out of Ottawa's electrical aggregation program? A. For city 
newcomers, yes. For others in the program — not at this time. According to Integrys Energy Services, the 
company contracted with the city to manage its aggregation program, which provides for electric rate 
discounts, approximately 900 Ottawa residents and small businesses will soon receive notices alerting 
them to the opportunity to opt out of the city's aggregation program. Those receiving the notices will be 
new Ottawa residents and newly established businesses. The opt-out letter should be arriving around 
Thursday, Nov. 1. Recipients will have until Wednesday, Nov. 14, to use the opt-out opportunity. The new 
residents and small businesses who do not opt out will automatically be retained in the aggregation 
program. All other Ottawa residents and small businesses had the opt-out opportunity in May. Ninety-five 
percent of those homes and small businesses did not opt out and are enrolled in the Integrys aggregation 
program. According to Alaina Rivers, deputy city clerk, who oversees the city's aggregation program, 
during July, August and September, Ottawa residents and small businesses collectively saved $397,000 
in lower electric rate payments — an average savings of 28.8 percent per electric bill. It should be noted 
the rate of savings will now be somewhat lower as Ameren's high demand/high rate summer season has 
ended and electric rates have been reduced. Source: The Times, October 28, 2012. 
 
What's next for electrical aggregation in Quincy? 
QUINCY, ILL. -- On election night, voters in Quincy said "yes" to an electrical aggregation plan. The plan 
will allow another supplier to provide electricity to residents at a much cheaper rate. The supplier would 
still use Ameren lines and all service calls would be handled by Ameren. Quincy Mayor John Spring said 
he is glad to move forward with this project.  "Now we're in the process of putting together all the 
information needed to secure a supplier to get a good rate. In the meantime we are required by law to 
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have two public forums. These will both be coming shortly. We'll do one on a different night other than city 
council. Then we'll do the other on city council night," Spring said. Residents are encouraged to attend the 
forums to voice their concerns and ask questions. There will be at least two chances to opt out of the 
program. If all goes as planned, residents will see a reduction in their bill sometime in January or 
February of next year. Source: Connect Tristates, Nov. 14, 2012. 
 
 
A bright idea about buying electricity 
Usually we advocate that government stay out of the public's private business, but the electric supply 
referendum on the ballot in Belleville and multiple other metro-east communities is a happy exception. We 
recommend passage as a simple way for consumers to save money on electric bills. In the spring we 
opposed a similar referendum, partially because in Belleville the company was both a consultant and an 
electric supplier, which were competing interests. Also there wasn't as much information available as 
there is now. This time the company is Good Energy, a consultant only, that will pool communities and 
seek competitive bids to get the best rate possible. The rate is expected to be significantly lower than 
Ameren's rate. Chalk that up to timing; electricity is cheaper now than when Ameren signed its contracts. 
But if Ameren's rates drop lower, the winner bidder would have to match that. Obviously Good Energy is 
in this to make money and benefits from the fact that residents will automatically be enrolled unless they 
opt out or have already switched to a private supplier. But other than that, there doesn't seem to be an 
angle. Belleville doesn't even plan to take a payment, even though it could. Belleville is holding a public 
meeting at 6 p.m. Monday at City Hall to explain in more detail and answer any questions. If people 
decide they don't want to be part of the program once the rate is set, they can always say "no." But we 
hope they will say "yes" at the ballot box so their neighbors have this opportunity to save some money. 
Source: Belleville News-Democrat, Nov. 26, 2012. 
 
 
 
South Jax board votes to put electric aggregation on ballot 
South Jacksonville voters will have a referendum on electricity aggregation on the ballot in April. The 
village board of trustees voted to add the question for the spring election at tonight’s meeting after 
hearing from a second energy consulting firm about aggregation. If voters choose the option, the village 
would negotiate a lower rate on their behalf from a different supplier other than Ameren. The board heard 
from Jerod McMorris of Good Energy, who explained that his firm- if voters pass the measure- would 
stage a contract in the future with other towns and cities that have passed aggregation. “The municipality 
of South Jacksonville would be pooled together; the residents would pool together with other winning 
referendum communities, so if we have sixty communities that passed their referendum, then all of those 
households together would go out to bid in one group,” says McMorris. South Jacksonville Mayor Gordon 
Jumper says that pooling of people wouldn’t happen right away, but the aggregation would still take 
place. “This electric aggregation ordinance, and ultimately the petition on the April 9th ballot, will just go 
out to South Jacksonville residents anyway,” says Jumper. “And we will negotiate a new aggregation 
contract with Ameren just for our customers. We may ultimately have the opportunity to be included in a 
bigger bid process sometime in the future, but this first time through in this area, it’s just going to be South 
Jacksonville residents.” McMorris says Good Energy would aim for a combined total of 100,000 electric 
customers. Municipalities that voted for aggregation in the November election that the company worked 
with totaled 250,000 customers; McMorris says they had predicted 175,000. He notes residents don’t 
have to wait for the village to take action next year if the referendum passes. “What people can do today 
is if they take up somebody that’s calling them on the phone or responding to a letter in the mail, then that 
person essentially is doing their own aggregation, their own bidding in their one household,” he explains. 
“What aggregation truly does is it pools together your entire municipality, along with the other 
communities that have gone out to bid. So you have the buying power of X amount as opposed to one 
household.” Regardless, Ameren would still deliver electricity. Customers would still get Ameren bills. 
The company does generate electricity, but cannot make or lose money on the supply portion of the bill. 
Customers can still get power from Ameren even if the village were to go to a different provider. 
Aggregation could generate up to $17,000 in fee revenue for South Jacksonville, according to Jumper. 
Customers on average would save $20 to $30 per month on their bills. If the measure passes, Jumper 
says the board will have to decide whether to use Good Energy or the SIMEC Company, which talked to 
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the board about aggregation in November. The board also voted to pass the village’s tax levy. Jumper 
says homeowners with property valued at $100-thousand would see an increase of $3 in their property 
tax bill. The road district and general levies combined to increase about $6,300. The board also approved 
a zoning request that will allow Prairie Power to build an electric pole yard on its property. Source: WLDS, 
Dec. 6, 2012. 
 
 
 
 
Mattoon opts out of electric civic fee; Council finalizes aggregation details 
MATTOON — City council members on Tuesday made several decisions, including opting out of charging 
a new civic fee, surrounding the service agreement for the electrical purchasing program. Council 
members agreed to pursue a contract for 12 to 24 months, including the state-required 7 percent 
minimum of renewable energy use, and declined an optional civic contribution fee — a tax. After the Nov. 
6 election approval, Mattoon residents who are Ameren Illinois customers became part of a group that 
represents about 200,000 households for municipal aggregation. Within this group, the municipalities can 
join together to receive the most advantageous bids from electric providers. The large customer base is 
predicted to result in lower rates for residents. The aggregation program does not apply to customers of 
rural electrical cooperatives. “I think we should try to get residents the biggest bang for their buck,” council 
member Randy Ervin said. Public Works Director Dean Barber previously recommended the council 
members decline the optional tax, because Mattoon has a 5 percent utility tax. He said the information 
about the tax wasn’t presented to the city’s administration before the process was under way. Most 
communities opted into the 0.01 percent tax, Barber noted. Smaller communities are using the income to 
offset costs of the program, including newspaper advertisements and notifications. Larger communities 
decided to form a new fund with the tax income to hire a sustainability coordinator or pay for other 
environmentally conscientious projects. Mattoon’s utility tax raises about $770,000 annually. Barber will 
meet with other municipal representatives and electric retail vendors Dec. 11 in Charleston to execute an 
agreement by the close of business that day. Source: Herald & Review, Dec. 5, 2012. 
 
 
 
 
Belleville signs on with Homefield Energy for cheapest electric rate 
Bellevile Mayor Mark Eckert said the city secured the cheapest electricity supply rate possible in the 
electric aggregation bidding process on Tuesday. "This is big news ... I'm very pleased," Eckert said. "I'm 
excited for the consumers because I think they got a good deal today. It just shows that competition will 
save people money."  Belleville, along with other metro-east cities at a meeting in Granite City, signed a 
17-month contract with Homefield Energy as the new electric supplier. The rate for Belleville residents will 
be 3.909 cents per kilowatt-hour for the supply portion of residents' bills. This would be a decrease, for 
some residents, from about 5.8 cents per kilowatt-hour -- amounting to annual savings of about $200 per 
household. "This was the best possible rate for the citizens that we can get," Eckert said. Eckert said the 
city saved residents money by choosing traditional energy instead of green energy sources, and by 
choosing not to take a municipality fee. Cities that chose any form of renewable energy or to take a fee 
from residents signed a contract with a higher rate. The majority of residents are automatically enrolled, 
so those who want to participate in the program do not have to do anything. Residents currently signed 
on with an alternative electricity supplier are excluded from the group purchase, so these residents would 
have to enroll with Homefield Energy. Residents who want to opt out of the program will have two 
chances to do so in the next month. Residents will get a mailer from Homefield Energy and a mailer from 

 that will show the new rate and explain the opt-out process. Source: News Democrat, Dec. 11, Ameren
2012. 
 
 
O'Fallon residents to save more than 28 percent on electrical bills 
The City of O’Fallon has signed a 17-month municipal electrical aggregation contract with Homefield 
Energy at a rate of 0.04009, which includes a tenth of a cent administrative fee. The city will review the 
administrative fee at the end of the contract. Beginning in January, O’Fallon residents will realize a 
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savings of 28.41 percent over the current  average base rate of 0.056.  will continue to Ameren Ameren
deliver the power to resident’s homes, restore power outages and issue bills. Over the next two weeks, 
Homefield Energy will be mailing letters to every household in O’Fallon describing the electrical 
aggregation program and instructions on how to "opt out" for those residents that do not wish to 
participate. "This program will save our residents a considerable amount of money at a time when many 
are struggling financially during our economic downturn," Mayor Gary Graham said. "At the same time, I 
believe that residents should have a choice in whether or not they want to participate in the program." 
O’Fallon decided to not pursue the green energy option because it was estimated the option would 
cumulatively cost residents $160,000 per year — substantially reducing the amount of savings realized 
from the aggregation program. However, the city plans to explore the green energy option in the future. 
The contract includes over 205,000 households in 55 municipalities throughout the state of Illinois. For 
more information about the electrical aggregation program, call Dean Rich at 624-4500. Source: Belleville 
News-Democrat, Dec. 11, 2012. 
 
 
New contract could cut electric costs for Normal residents 
NORMAL, Ill. -- The town of Normal signed an agreement with Homefield Energy, an agreement that is 
designed to save residents more than 25 percent on their electricity costs. The town's 17 month contract 
with Homefield Energy, an  subsidiary, lowers the cost of electricity per kilowatt hour by more Ameren
than a penny. The contract calls for all power to be supplied by renewable sources. All eligible  Ameren
customers will receive an opt out letter over the next month. By returning it, they choose not to participate 
in the aggregation. Normal residents approved electrical aggregation in the November election, following 
the lead of more than 400 other Illinois communities. Source: CINews, Dec. 12, 2012. 
 
 
Decatur chooses energy agent; Supply rates would be 26% lower than now 
DECATUR — The city selected Homefield Energy as its energy supplier Tuesday as part of the municipal 
aggregation program, which aims to save residents money on their electricity. The company was the 
lowest of three bidders, Assistant City Manager Billy Tyus said. The city chose a 17-month contract, with 
all of the electricity used being offset by renewable energy credits. Voters passed a referendum in favor of 
the aggregation program Nov. 6. The process allows cities to combine their residents’ purchasing power 
in the hope of securing a lower electricity rate. “The big thing in our minds is that we’re going to be able to 
save residents money on the electricity portion of their bills,” Tyus said. “If they want to be a part of the 
program, they don’t have to do anything different.” New electricity supply rates will begin in January or 
February, depending on individual meter read dates. Homefield’s price of 4.099 cents per kilowatt hour is 
roughly 26.8 percent lower than the current typical price for electricity supplied through  Illinois, Ameren
the city said. An  customer’s total bill would not decline exactly by that percentage, however, Ameren
because the new agreement excludes some other electricity-related charges and natural gas use. 

 and city officials have stressed that the company would not be hurt by the program. Residents Ameren
will continue to receive their bills from . People who receive low-income energy assistance will Ameren
still be eligible for those programs. The city will send two letters between Dec. 18 and Jan. 4 with more 
information and instructions about how to opt out of the program. City officials chose a contract that 
employs 100 percent renewable energy, but that does not mean all of the city’s energy will come from 
solar panels and wind turbines, environmental planner Vasudha Pinnamaraju said. She compared 
renewable energy credits to a cap-and-trade system. Because Decatur opted for a contract with 100 
percent renewable energy, the supplier will purchase credits equal to the amount of energy used and mix 
them into the grid, she said. One of the goals of the city’s sustainability plan is to have 25 percent of its 
energy coming from renewable sources by 2030. Because the contract affects roughly 20 percent of the 
city’s energy, this measure puts the city close to that goal way ahead of schedule, Pinnamaraju said. 
Source: Herald & Review, Dec. 12, 2012. 
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