
 Upon consideration of the comments made by the parties at the status 
conference held on February 7, 2013, the Administrative Law Judge makes the 
following ruling limiting discovery in this proceeding.  
 
 In his Complaint, Mr. Dickinson requests that the ComEd Smart Meter installed 
on his premises be removed and be replaced with an analog meter because he believes 
that the Smart Meter is damaging his health and that of his family.  At the prehearing 
conference on February 7, 2013, Mr. Dickinson also made clear that he wants the 
replacement of the Smart Meter to occur at no additional cost to himself. 
 
 Whether ComEd violated the Public Utilities Act or a ComEd tariff in installing the 
Smart Meter on Complainant’s premises is a decision within the Commission’s 
jurisdiction.  In addition, the appropriateness of any charges that ComEd may seek to 
impose to move the meter or replace it with an analog meter is a decision within the 
Commission’s jurisdiction.  
 
 The reasons why Complainant wants the Smart Meter removed are not relevant 
or material to whether or not, under the Public Utilities Act and ComEd’s tariffs, 
Complainant is entitled to have the Smart Meter removed and at what cost.  
 
 Complainant’s allegations of medical injury are beyond the expertise and 
jurisdiction of the Commission to adjudicate.  The Commission’s powers are limited to 
those delegated it by the legislature in the Public Utilities Act.  Although the Public 
Utilities Act provides for the installation of Smart Meters, it does not confer any authority 
to evaluate medical evidence or to assess damages arising from injuries allegedly 
caused by electromagnetic fields.  The Commission is not the appropriate authority to 
determine whether there is a causative link between Complainant’s alleged medical 
condition and the presence of the Smart Meter on his premises. 
 
 Because it is not necessary to consider medical evidence to determine whether 
the relief requested should be granted, medical evidence will be excluded from the 
record.  Therefore, discovery between the parties will be similarly limited.  
 
 


