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Necessity, pursuant to Section 8-406.1 of the 
Illinois Public Utilities Act, and an Order pursuant 
to Section 8-503 of the Public Utilities Act, to 
Construct, Operate and Maintain a New High 
Voltage Electric Service Line in Peoria County, 
Illinois. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
 
 
 

Docket No. 13-_____ 
 
 

VERIFIED PETITION 

Pursuant to Section 8-406.1 of the Illinois Public Utilities Act (“Act”), 220 ILCS 5/8-

406.1, Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a Ameren Illinois (“AIC” or “Company”) hereby petitions 

the Illinois Commerce Commission (“Commission”) for issuance of a Certificate of Public 

Convenience and Necessity (“Certificate”) authorizing AIC to construct, operate and maintain a 

new 345 kV electric transmission line (“Transmission Line”) within Peoria County, Illinois.  

This Petition refers to the Transmission Line and related facilities, including certain new or 

expanded substation facilities, collectively as the “Fargo-Mapleridge Project” or “Project.”  AIC 

also requests issuance of an order pursuant to Sections 8-406.1(i) and 8-503 of the Act, 220 ILCS 

5/8-406.1(i) and 5/8-503, authorizing or directing construction of the Project.  

To facilitate expedited review of this Petition, AIC is providing in its filing the 

information required by Section 8-406.1(a) of the Act.  A checklist identifying where this 

information is located in AIC’s filing is attached as Petition Exhibit F, and a summary of 

required engineering data is attached as Petition Exhibit G. 
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In support of this Petition, AIC states: 

INTRODUCTION 

1. AIC is an Illinois corporation and wholly-owned subsidiary of Ameren 

Corporation (“Ameren”).  AIC owns, operates, controls and manages within the State of Illinois 

certain transmission and distribution facilities for the furnishing or delivery of electricity, and is 

therefore a “public utility” within the meaning of Section 3-105(a)(1) of the Act.  AIC is engaged 

in the business of supplying electric power and energy throughout its certificated service territory 

within the State of Illinois, and is therefore also an electric utility within the meaning of Section 

16-102 of the Act.  

2. The Fargo-Mapleridge Project will provide additional transmission capacity 

required to ensure continued adequate, reliable and efficient service to AIC’s customers in the 

Peoria area.  The improvements are necessary to mitigate voltage collapse and prevent loss of 

service due to the coincident outage of two transmission elements as discussed below.  

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

3. This Petition seeks a Certificate authorizing AIC to construct, operate and 

maintain approximately 15.7 miles of new 345 kV electric transmission line located in an area 

west of Peoria in Peoria County, Illinois.  AIC also proposes to construct a new 345 kV 

switching station and to modify facilities at the existing Fargo Substation. 

4. The proposed Transmission Line will connect the existing Duck Creek-Tazewell 

345 kV transmission line to the Fargo Substation in AIC’s Peoria service area.  The proposed 

new switching station (the “Mapleridge Substation”) will be located generally north of Mapleton, 

Illinois, and will separate the Duck Creek-Tazewell 345 kV transmission line.  The proposed 

Transmission Line will be routed from the Mapleridge Substation and traverse northerly to the 

Fargo Substation located just off of U.S. Route 150.  Modifications will be made at the Fargo 
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Substation, including the installation of new 345 kV terminal equipment and a new 345/138 kV 

transformer.  

5. In accordance with 220 ILCS 5/8-406.1(a)(1)(B)(viii), AIC has identified two 

routes for the Transmission Line: the “Primary Route” and the “Alternate Route.”  AIC has 

conducted a comprehensive route siting analysis to support its selection of the Primary and 

Alternate Routes.  The proposed Primary Route represents the best combination of engineering 

feasibility, cost, efficiency and mitigation of impacts on surrounding areas.  A map of the 

proposed Primary and Alternate Routes, including the location of substations and related 

facilities, is provided as Petition Exhibit A1 and is legally described in Petition Exhibit B.   

6. In connection with the Project, AIC will need to acquire easements for the 

Transmission Line, including all necessary and appurtenant land rights.  As designed, both the 

proposed Primary Route and Alternate Route will require new permanent easements of 150 feet 

in width, which is necessary to maintain all National Electrical Safety Code clearances.  AIC 

may, depending upon route designation and final design, require additional access or temporary 

construction easements.  AIC requests that the Commission expressly find that the requested 

right-of-way width of 150 feet is reasonable and appropriate. 

7. The total easement area for the Primary Route will contain approximately 285 

acres.  The total easement area for the Alternate Route will contain approximately 393 acres.  

Less than one acre of farmland will be taken out of production.  The majority of the easement 

area will only have over-hanging wires.  The construction of single shaft steel poles with no 

permanent “down guys” or anchors will reduce the amount of land removed from cultivation.  In 

addition, the existing plans call for placing the structures near or adjacent to existing property 

                                                 
1 The information required by 83 Ill. Adm. Code § 305.50(a)-(c) is also provided on Petition Exhibit A. 
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lines or use lines (i.e. agricultural field lines) wherever feasible.   

8. AIC representatives have notified the following agencies regarding the Project, its 

potential impact, and compliance with relevant regulations: Illinois Environmental Protection 

Agency, Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Illinois Nature Preserves Commission, 

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, Illinois Department of Transportation, Illinois Department 

of Agriculture, Federal Aviation Administration, United States Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency, and the United States Fish and Wildlife Service.  AIC is 

working with these agencies to secure regulatory approvals where necessary. 

9. AIC continues to assess the Transmission Line’s impact on cultural, historical and 

archeological resources and endangered species.  AIC will use this information to work with 

relevant agencies to minimize or avoid impacts to historical and archeological resources and 

endangered species. 

CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY 

10. Section 8-406.1(f) of the Act requires the Commission to grant the requested 

Certificate “if the Project will promote the public convenience and necessity” as determined by 

three criteria: (i) need for the project; (ii) managerial, supervisory and technical capability; and 

(iii) financial capability.  220 ILCS 5/8-406.1(f). 

The Need for the Project  

11. Section 8-406.1(f)(1) requires “[t]hat the Project is necessary to provide adequate, 

reliable, and efficient service to the public utility’s customers and is the least-cost means of 

satisfying the service needs of the public utility’s customers or will promote the development of 

an effectively competitive electricity market that operates efficiently, is equitable to all 

customers, and is the least cost means of satisfying those objectives.”  220 ILCS 5/8-406.1(f)(1). 

12. The Project is necessary to ensure continued adequate, reliable and efficient 
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service and is the least cost means of satisfying the service needs of AIC’s customers within the 

Peoria area.  This project is needed to prevent loss of service to the Peoria area due to the 

coincident outage of two transmission elements.  The amount of load at risk is approximately 

1600 MW.  This amount exceeds the 300 MW threshold prescribed by AIC’s transmission 

planning criteria filed with FERC and thus requires mitigation.  In addition, this project provides 

mitigation for transmission elements with thermal overloads due to the coincident outage of two 

transmission elements. 

13. When constructed, the Project will improve voltages, improve reliability of 

service, and also provide additional transmission capacity for future load growth in the Peoria 

area.  The Project would ensure continued reliable service to customers within the Peoria area 

and effectively satisfy NERC Reliability Standard TPL-003-0 and Ameren Transmission 

Planning Criteria.  

Managerial, Supervisory and Technical Capability  

14. Section 8-406.1(f)(2) requires “[t]hat the public utility is capable of efficiently 

managing and supervising the construction process and has taken sufficient action to ensure 

adequate and efficient construction and supervision of the construction.”  220 ILCS 5/8-

406.1(f)(2). 

15. AIC is capable of efficiently managing and supervising the construction process 

for the Transmission Lines.  AIC has built numerous transmission line projects of this 

magnitude, and has recently received approval from the Commission (in Dockets 06-0179, 06-

0706, 10-0079, 12-0080 and 12-0154) to construct several transmission lines in Illinois.  Further, 

the Transmission Line will be designed and constructed in accordance with all applicable federal, 

state and local regulations and orders of the Commission, including 83 Ill. Admin. Code Part 305 
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and the NESC.  

Financial Capability  

16. Section 8-406.1(f)(3) requires “[t]hat the public utility is capable of financing the 

proposed construction without significant adverse financial consequences for the utility or its 

customers.”  220 ILCS 5/8-406.1(f)(3). 

17. AIC is capable of financing the Project without significant adverse financial 

consequences.  The total estimated expected cost of the Project (including substation costs), with 

“allowance for funds used during construction” or AFUDC, is approximately $62.6 million for 

the Primary Route, and approximately $79.8 million for the Alternate Route.   

18. AIC will finance immediate construction capital requirements with short-term 

debt.   Permanent financing will be done through two primary sources, long-term debt and 

equity.  Generally, AIC seeks long-term financing for roughly 50% of its capital needs through 

long-term debt and 50% through equity.  Long-term debt issuances are staged based on the 

overall lending requirements of the whole company.  Equity can be funded at any time through 

retained earnings, preferred stock, or equity infusions from AIC’s parent company, Ameren.   

19. AIC renewed its existing short-term credit facilities in November 2012, which 

provide direct borrowing capability for up to $800 million within a credit facility of $1.1 billion.  

This facility is in place through 2017, throughout the construction timeframe of the Project.  

Further, AIC has the ability to draw from an Ameren corporate money pool and Ameren could 

provide additional liquidity as needed.  With respect to permanent financings, AIC has access to 

the bond markets with credit ratings that have been recently upgraded by Moody’s Investor 

Service on June 12, 2012 (A3 with a stable outlook) and ratings by S&P that were sustained on 

September 25, 2012 (senior secured rating of BBB/BBB+ with a stable outlook).  In summary, 
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AIC's access to short-term credit facilities and the ability to acquire long-term debt with 

favorable ratings ensure the Project can be financed at competitive rates. 

20. The expected in-service date of this Project is 2016.  This Project has only modest 

construction needs between now and 2014 that should be fully supported by the existing lines of 

credit.  Any interest expense incurred between now and 2014 will be minimal.  After 2014, there 

is increased funding, but it remains a small portion of AIC's total capital expenditures and of the 

expected borrowing capacity of AIC’s renewed credit facility.  In addition, increased 

transmission revenue would provide adequate cash flow to fully support the amount of debt and 

equity once the Project is in service.  Other costs like depreciation, maintenance and operations 

would also be recovered via the transmission rates.  This revenue would have a beneficial 

sustaining effect on credit metrics and ratings.   

NOTIFICATIONS AND INFORMATIONAL REQUIREMENTS 

21. Pursuant to 83 Ill. Admin. Code § 200.150(h) and in accordance with past 

Commission directives, a list containing the names and addresses of each owner of record of 

privately owned tracts of land, upon or across which the proposed Primary Route of the 

Transmission Line will be constructed, as disclosed by the records of the tax collectors of the 

pertinent counties, is included as Petition Exhibit C.  Petition Exhibit C also includes a separate 

list of the names and addresses of each landowner whose property would be crossed by the 

proposed Alternate Route, as well as certain other persons or entities potentially impacted by the 

Project.  

22. The Informational Packet required by 83 Ill. Admin. Code § 300.20 was 

submitted to the Commission on July 16, 2012.   

23. In accordance with 83 Ill. Admin. Code Part 300, all landowners from whom 

rights-of-way must be acquired, as shown by the Records of the Tax Collector, will be sent a 
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notice letter and “Statement of Information from the Illinois Commerce Commission Concerning 

Acquisition of Rights of Way by Illinois Utilities,” at least fourteen (14) days prior to any 

contact by AIC representatives for the purpose of seeking a right-of-way.  The information 

contained in the letter and the Statement of Information will comply with the requirements of 83 

Ill. Admin. Code Part 300.   

24. AIC representatives will, subsequent to the fourteen (14) day notice mentioned 

previously, contact landowners, in person if possible, and discuss the Project in detail and inform 

them of the reason for the contact and the purpose of the Project, in accordance with the 

requirements of Part 300.  Compensation will be offered and the basis of that compensation will 

be explained to the affected landowners.  Appraisals will be provided as applicable.  AIC 

representatives will be available for discussion and negotiation as required by each landowner.  

Because AIC is responsible for the restoration of, or payment for, its damages to the property of 

landowners and tenants, each landowner will be notified prior to commencement of construction, 

and each property will be assessed for damage by AIC.  Each landowner will be provided an AIC 

representative to contact to report damages. 

25. Information required under 83 Ill. Admin. Code §§ 305.50(a)-(c) is provided on 

Petition Exhibit A.  A list of names of utilities owning or operating railroad, electric supply and 

communication lines along the Primary Route, as required by 83 Ill. Adm. Code § 305.50(d), is 

included in Petition Exhibit D.  Pursuant to 83 Ill. Admin. Code § 305.60, notice of the filing of 

this Petition has been sent to the utilities and railroads whose names and addresses are set forth 

in the list in Petition Exhibit D.   

26. A copy of this Petition also has been sent to all municipalities, counties and 

townships within 1.5 miles of the proposed Primary Route.  A list of the municipalities, counties 
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and townships to whom the notice has been sent is attached as Petition Exhibit E. 

27. Concurrently with this filing, AIC is submitting to the Clerk of the Commission 

an application fee of $100,000 to be paid into the Public Utility Fund, as required by Section 8-

406.1(a)(2) of the Act. 

28. In accordance with Section 8-406.1(a)(3), AIC has held a minimum of three pre-

filing public meetings to receive public comment concerning the Project in each county where 

the Project is to be located, no earlier than six months prior to the date of this filing.  The public 

meetings were held between August and December 2012.  Notice of each public meeting was 

published in a newspaper of general circulation in each county once a week for three consecutive 

weeks beginning no earlier than one month prior to the date of the first public meeting.  Copies 

of the notices are included with the filing as Ameren Exhibit 5.8.   

29. AIC also provided written notice of each public meeting, including a description 

of the Project, to the clerk of each county where the Project is to be located.  Copies of the 

county clerk notices are included with the filing as Ameren Exhibits 5.6 – 5.7.  

30. AIC also invited a representative of the Commission to each pre-filing public 

meeting in accordance with Section 8-406.1(a)(3)..  

31. AIC will publish notice of this Petition in the official State newspaper within 10 

days following the date the Petition is filed in accordance with Section 8-406.1(d). 

32. As required by Section 8-406.1(e), AIC established a dedicated website for the 

Project at www.fargotransmission.com at least three (3) weeks prior to the first public meeting.  

The website address was and will be included in all public notices associated with the Project. 

33. AIC is not seeking eminent domain authority in this proceeding.  AIC will seek to 

acquire all necessary land rights by negotiation.  However, to the extent land rights cannot be 
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acquired after reasonable attempts to do so, AIC will seek approval to exercise eminent domain. 

REQUEST FOR ORDER PURSUANT TO SECTION 8-503 

34. Section 8-406.1(i) of the Act provides, “a decision granting a certificate under this 

Section shall include an order pursuant to Section 8-503 of this Act authorizing or directing the 

construction of the high voltage electric service line and related facilities as approved by the 

Commission, in the manner and within the time specified in said order.”  220 ILCS 5/8-406.1(i). 

35. For the reasons stated in this Petition, the Project is necessary to ensure adequate, 

reliable and efficient service to AIC’s customers in the Peoria area.  Therefore, the Commission 

should authorize or direct construction of the Project pursuant to Sections 8-406.1(i) and 8-503 

of the Act. 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

36. AIC supports this Petition with the pre-filed testimony of the following witnesses 

regarding the subject matters noted, which is filed simultaneously with this Petition: 

Ameren Exhibit No. Witness Subject of Testimony 

Ameren Exhibit 1.0 James L. Verhaar Overview of electric service needs in the 
Project area and planning undertaken to meet 
those needs 

Ameren Exhibit 2.0 Roger D. Nelson Real Estate matters 

Ameren Exhibit 3.0 Adam J. Molitor Transmission Line design, construction and 
cost of the Project 

Ameren Exhibit 4.0 Darrell E. Hughes Financing of the Project  

Ameren Exhibit 5.0 Donell Murphy Siting and route selection process for the 
Transmission Line, including the public input 
process 

Ameren Exhibit 6.0 Heather Heater Overview of environmental impact analysis 
and the status of necessary permits and 
regulatory approvals 
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REQUEST FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, Ameren Illinois Company respectfully requests that the Illinois 

Commerce Commission: (i) grant a Certificate as discussed herein; (ii) enter an order pursuant to 

Sections 8-406.1(i) and 8-503 of the Act, 220 ILCS 5/8-406.1(i), 5/8-503, authorizing or 

directing construction of the Project; and (iii) grant such other and further relief as the 

Commission deems just and necessary and as requested herein.   






