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STATE OF ILLINOIS 
ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 

 
Illinois Commerce Commission 
On Its Own Motion 
  
Development and Adoption of Rules 
Concerning Municipal Aggregation.  

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
 

 
 
Docket No. 12-0456 

AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY'S REPLY TO  
 

THE METROPOLITAN MAYORS CAUCUS’ MOTION TO DISMISS 
  

COMES NOW Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a Ameren Illinois (“Ameren Illinois”, 

“AIC” or “the Company”), by and through counsel, and in compliance with the Administrative 

Law Judge’s December 14, 2012 Notice, respectfully submits to the Illinois Commerce 

Commission (“the ICC” or “the Commission”) its Reply to the Motion to Dismiss filed by the 

Metropolitan Mayors Caucus (“the Mayors Caucus”) on December 12, 2012. 

 In short, Ameren Illinois opposes the Mayors Caucus’ request that the ICC dismiss this 

docket “in its entirety” and with it a proposed municipal aggregation rule (‘the Draft Rule”) that 

provides clarity and direction on many important issue that have arisen in the administration of 

an otherwise successful and robust system of municipal aggregation. 

Ameren Illinois currently helps to facilitate municipal aggregation offered in over 200 

governmental jurisdictions within its service territory.  The Company anticipates that this 

number will continue to increase steadily over the next few years.  In addition to dealing with 

individuals from each of these respective governmental entities (hereinafter “GAs”), 

implementation and/or maintenance of a successful aggregation program requires interaction and 

exchange of information with and between Retail Electric Suppliers (“RESs”), Agents, Brokers 

and Consultants, and often times, individual consumers.   
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As a practical matter, Ameren Illinois recognizes that uniform rules and standards can 

assist in facilitating effective aggregation – aggregation that promotes a competitive electric 

retail market.  Conversely, without uniform policies, practices and regulations governing and 

controlling the actions of the each of these individuals and entities in the municipal aggregation 

context, the success of the system may fall in jeopardy.  Although current practices and 

procedures applicable to Ameren Illinois and the entities with which the Company interacts 

during municipal aggregation are currently found in Ameren Illinois’ Government Aggregation 

Services tariff (over which the Commission clearly has authority), additional procedural 

guidance and regulation is required now that aggregation is maturing and the entities involved 

are contemplating successive offerings (i.e. situations in which RESs will bid/compete against 

incumbent aggregation suppliers).   

Although the Mayors Caucus argues that the authority to regulate municipal aggregation 

is vested with the Illinois Power Agency (“the IPA”) and not the ICC, the IPA makes it clear that 

due to the self-professed “advisory nature” of its role in the administration of municipal 

aggregation, it has no current plans to promulgate rules concerning the issue. See Mayors 

Caucus’ Memorandum in Support, pp. 2-4; see IPA’s Reply Comments, p. 2.  Nor should it, 

seeing as how the version presented to the Commission is both reasonable and workable.   

 Due to the efforts undertaken by the stakeholders in the docket, the Draft Rule provides 

the necessary guidance and clarity.  In addition, AIC concurs with the IPA that “…the proposed 

Commission [aggregation] rules, where they are applicable to governmental entities, appear to 

memorialize the best practices…and do not appear to [sic] unduly restrict governmental 

aggregators under Section 1-92.”  IPA Reply Comments, p. 2.  In specific, the Draft Rule 

provides the following guidance: 
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• The Draft Rule defines and clarifies the process used to exchange customer 

information.  In specific, the Draft Rule clarifies the information that needs to be 

provided, when that information needs to be transmitted, and which entity is 

responsible for the transmission of customer and load data to the GA.  In addition, 

the Draft Rule memorializes customer and consumer privacy protections and 

provides that information exchange obligations apply to both opt-out and opt-in 

situations.  See generally Draft Rule § 470.100 (a)-(d), pp. 2-3.   

• The Draft Rule provides that aggregation program information be provided to the 

Commission’s Office of Retail Market Development, for dissemination to the 

public. Draft Rule § 470.200, pp. 3-4. 

• The Draft Rule defines the information that needs to be included on notifications 

and disclosures received by customers pending an aggregation event. Draft Rule § 

470.300, p. 4.   

• The Draft Rule defines procedures applicable to opt-out and/or opt-in aggregation 

events by providing uniform disclosure requirements, streamlining customer 

participation procedures, and clarifying obligations and rights of customers and 

providers during subsequent aggregation events.  See generally Draft Rule §§ 

470.400 and 470.500, pp. 5-8.    

• The Draft Rule provides an enforcement provision for violations of the rule by 

reaffirming the applicability of certain penalty provision found in the Public 

Utilities Act.  Draft Rule § 470.600, p. 8.     

In summation, if the Mayors Caucus takes issue with the Draft Rule, or any specific 

portion thereof, as applied to governmental entities, they should state so.  And explain how any 
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provisions specifically requiring action by or on behalf of a GA represent anything other than 

best industry practices.  If not, they should not urge the Commission to throw the baby out with 

the bathwater.  

WHEREFORE, Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a Ameren Illinois respectfully submits 

this filing for consideration and requests relief consistent with the opinions expressed herein.  

 

Dated:  January 9, 2013     
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        Respectfully Submitted,  

        AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY 
        d/b/a Ameren Illinois 
 
  

By  
 

Eric Dearmont 
Illinois Bar No. 6299620 
Assistant Corporate Counsel 
Ameren Services Company 
1901 Chouteau Avenue 
PO Box 66149 (MC 1310) 
St. Louis, Missouri 63166 
(314) 554-3543, direct dial 
(314) 554-4014, facsimile 
edearmont@ameren.com 
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