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The Illinois Chamber of Commerce respectfully submits the following comments to the Illinois 

Commerce Commission (ICC) as part of its rulemaking process for Docket No. 12-0213.   

 

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in this important rulemaking process and we look 

forward to your comments. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Tom Wolf 
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Comment 1 

 

"Qualified person" means a person who performs installations on behalf of the certificate 

holder and who has either satisfactorily completed at least 20 installations of distributed 

generation technologies prior to effective date of this Part, or has completed an 

apprenticeship as a journeyman electrician from a DOL registered electrical 

apprenticeship and training program and received a certification of satisfactory 

completion. 

 

As contractors mentioned in the public hearing on Monday, December 10
th

, there needs to be 

other options for qualifications than the above language allows.  I will let the written comments 

from the specific contractors and the Illinois Solar Energy Association provide you with specific 

ideas on what qualifications the ICC should use when it comes to qualifying standards.  But 

please note that from the Chambers perspective the current draft qualifications would be a 

significant barrier to entry.  The ICC stands for the Illinois Commerce Commission, not the 

union jobs protection administration.  I hope the ALJ and staff will look at the proposed 

suggestions from the small and medium-sized contractors and provide a more broad-based level 

of qualifications.  

 

         

 



Comment 2 

 

Section 468.50  Required Application Information 

 

g) ; and 

 

h)   

 

I strongly suggest striking these two sections because the information of which employees are 

doing the job is irrelevant to the ICC.  It’s the responsibility of the licensed contractor to ensure 

the employees have the necessary qualifications for the jobs they do.  Local communities in 

Illinois do not ask for this information when licensing contractors.  In jobs big and small 

throughout the state, cities have asked their contractors for assurance that the employees are 

qualified.  They have not asked for specific names. Plus, employees change, move, get hired, 

fired and promoted so the list could be irrelevant soon after it’s submitted.  This section has little 

to no value to the ICC and only gives people a list of employees at private companies, something 

that companies don’t usually share. 

 

Whatever choices the ICC gives when it comes to qualifying for distributed generation 

installation, they should ask for notarized signatures from the contractors owners that employees 

that work on the installation will meet those qualifications.  To do anything else would be a 

burden on the applicant and the ICC if and when they try to investigate individual qualifications 

of employees.  If cities throughout the state don’t ask for these two provisions for work that’s 

much more complicated that DG installation, why should the ICC? 

 

         

 



Comment 3 

 

Section 468.80  Annual Recertification and Reporting 

 

c) The recertification report shall contain the following information: 

 

1) A statement certifying that the certificate holder continues to maintain the 

required qualifications for the service authority granted in its certificate; 

 

2) A verified statement, with supporting documentation, of any changes to 

the original certification qualifications. For each supporting piece of 

documentation provided, the certificate holder shall state how this 

information complies with each applicable subsection of this Part; 

 

3) A statement confirming the certificate holder's continuing compliance 

with all requirements set forth in this Part and Sections 16-128(a) and 16-

128A of the Act; and 

 

4) 

 

I recommend deleting subsection 4 of the proposed rulemaking because: 

 

 it goes above and beyond what the legislature asked of the Commission; 

 it would be a burden for staff that already has too much on its plate; 

 the information could be viewed as proprietary (even without customer information) and 

could give information to the competitive marketplace that it shouldn’t have; and 

 it would be a burden for the applicants. 

 

I understand staff’s position that it would be “nice” to have the information to double check what 

the utilities are reporting.  However, for the stated reasons above the pros do not outweigh the 

cons.  Stick to ensuring the DG installers are qualified and let other folks worry about how much 

DG is being installed in the state. 

         

 



Comment 4 

 

Section 468.120  Fees 

 

a) The following fees shall apply: 

 

1) Application for certification      $50 

 

2) Annual recertification report     $50 

 

3) Application to restore an expired certification/reinstate  $ $100 

 a revoked certification 

 

4) Revision of a certification/petition for address change $30 

 

5) Penalty for noncompliance    $6,000 

 

6) Late filing annual recertification report   $10/day 

 (minimum $30)    

 

7) Returned check fee     $25 

 

As staff mentioned in the public hearing, the drafted application fees were too onerous and 

another barrier to entry.  We agree with staff that it should be about $50 for the application so as 

to ensure businesses large and small have the equal opportunity to participate in the DG 

marketplace. 

         

 

Conclusion 

 

We look forward to working with ICC staff and other participants to make this a workable 

process that provides competitive and safe environment for this growing market in Illinois. 

#   #   # 

 


