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Illinois ABC Application 

Groom Energy Solutions, LLC 

Attachment_lOA: Technical Licensing Qualifications 

Prior to this application, Groom Energy Solutions, LLC has been providing commercial and industrial 

energy solutions across the United States since its founding in 2005. These solutions have included HVAC 

systems, energy controls, renewable energy projects, demand response implementations and 2.4M kwh 

of electricity brokering in Massachusetts. In addition to the executive team (see Attachement_9A), the 

following members ofthe management team reflect the wealth of experience the company offers in the 

efficiency and electricity fields. 

Nick Balster Vice President, Industrial Applications 

Nick leads Groom Energy's business with industrial market companies, delivering energy savings projects 

and services to companies with both discrete and process manufacturing businesses. 

Prior to joining GES, Nick served as Corporate Energy Manager at Precision Castparts Corporation (PCe), 

a $6B Fortune SOD manufacturer of complex metal components and products. Nick's responsibilities 

included managing contracts, aggregation opportunities, and leading energy conservation and efficiency 

projects for PCe's US and worldwide manufacturing facilities. Nick held his title for over three years and 

executed over 1,000 procurement contracts. 

Nick earned his Bachelor of Science in Materials Science and Engineering from University of Wisconsin

Madison. 

Paul Baier Vice President, Sustainability Consulting and Research 

Paul leads Groom Energy's Sustainability Consulting practice, which assists Groom Energy's customers 

with their sustainability and energy reduction strategies, carbon footprint, and responses to supply 

chain surveys such as Walmart Supplier Assessment and Carbon Disclosure Project. 

Paul is the primary author of the forthcoming report on energy management software and publishes 

Groom's research report titled "The 2011 Enterprise Carbon Accounting (ECAl Software Market: A 

Buyers Guide". He also authors a sustainability blog, moderates EnterpriseSmartGrid.org is a senior 

contributor and VERGE Global Advisory Board member for Greenbiz.com. 

Prior to his current role with Groom Energy, Paul held multiple senior executive roles with enterprise 

software service and management consulting firms such as Authoria, Open Market, AOL and Deloitte 

Consulting. Mr. Baier earned his MBA from Harvard Business School and his Bachelor of Arts in 

Economics from Kenyon College. 

Rob Davis Vice President, Systems Engineering 

Rob leads Groom Energy's Energy Consulting and Systems practice. Rob has an extensive background in 

mechanical and process systems. Earlier in his career he served as Vice President, Director of Process 
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Engineering and Environmental Compliance for Rizzo Associates, an environmental engineering 

company. In addition, he has held senior management positions with other related fluid, mechanical, 

filtration related engineering companies such as TRC Process Engineering, Air Purator Corporation, and 

Refinity Corporation. 

Rob holds a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering from the University of Natal and a Master of 

Science in Mechanical Engineering from the University of the Witwatersrand, in addition to post

graduate programs in a variety of engineering-related areas. He is a professional member of the 

American Society of Mechanical Engineers, the American Institute of Chemical Engineers, the 

International Society for Pharmaceutical Engineering and the Air & Waste Management Association. 
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