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VILLAGE OF
CHANNAHON
24555 S. NAVAJO DRIVE • CHANNAHON, ILLINOIS 60410
(815) 467-6644· FAX (815) 467-9774· www.channahon.org

June 4,2012

Chairman Doug Scott
Commissioner Lula Ford
Commissioner Erin O'Connell-Diaz
Commissioner John Colgan
Commissioner Ann McCabe
clo Executive Director
Illinois Commerce Commission
527 EastCapitol Avenue
Springfield, IL 6270 I

Re: Support for the Rock Island Clean Line HYDC project

Honorable Chairman and Commissioners:

I am writing to express support for the Rock Island Clean Line, a 500-mile overhead
transmission line that will blend the wind resources of northwest Iowa with those in
Illinois and Indiana and allow a significant expansion of the entire wind industry in the
upper Midwest. New transmission is vital to the continued growth of the wind industry
and is a key Iynchpin to supporting continued growth in construction jobs,
manufacturing jobs, and all other wind-related job growth areas in Illinois. Clean Line
proposes to invest over $500 million in Illinois, approximately half of which would be in
Grundy County.

Clean Line is preparing to submit an application to the Illinois Commerce Commission
for the construction of the line. If approved, the project would support thousands of
construction jobs in Illinois. The construction workforce is vital to the recovery of
Grundy County. This project will put residents back to work after the County has
suffered some of the highest unemployment rates in Illinois.

Furthermore, the company would be the first in Illinois to utilize high efficiency, high-
voltage direct-current technology. The use of this technology requires the construction
and installation of a converter station to transform the DC power on the line to AC so
that it can be injected into Illinois' existing grid system.
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I furthermore believe that this project, by supporting the delivery of enough additional
renewable energy to meet the annual electric needs of 1.4 million homes, will provide
meaningful benefits to consumers by enhancing the competitive environment in the
state's electric power markets. I am therefore very pleased to encourage you to
support the Rock Island Clean Line project.

Sincerely,

Joseph Cook
Village President

cc: Hans Detweiler, Clean Line Energy Partners LLC
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Phone (618) 662-8313
Fax (618) 662-3000

Jerry stringer MaY L5' 20!2
Brent Burgess
Ed McCormick

Norman Henderson

Chairman Doug Scott

c/o Executive Director

I llinois Commerce Commission

527 East Capitol Avenue

Springfield ,\L62701,

City Hall Building

,4,l!'{ \:lV
Bob Tackitt, Mayor

Commissioners:

City of Flora, lllinois

Re: PLEDGE OF SUPPORT FOR REGIONAL PROJECT

Honorable Chairman Scott,

On March 6,2012lattended a press conference in Chicago, as Clean Line
Energy announced its most aggresslve endeavor, the ROCK ISLAND CLEAN LINE
project. The sheer size of the venture is simply incredible and the fact that
Flora's local SOUTHWIRE Company will receive the order for conduit was just a

special bonus beyond words. As the mayor of this small community (Flora, lL)

of 5000, a S70M order of wire line from local manufacturer Southwire is

significant.

Quoting from Governor Quinn's comments, I learned that just to construct the
500 miles of HVDC transmission line, approximately 5000 construction jobs will
be made available, not to mention a balance of 500 jobs permanently created,
upon the project's completion. I also learned that the ENVIRONMENT will
become a big winner in the project as well, as the Rock lsland Clean Line
venture should reduce the amount of CARBON pollution by 5M tons annually.
This is certainly a "breath of fresh air" for all.

131 East Second Street
PO. Box 249

62839
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ln closing, I would encourage you to support this vigorous S1.78 project by
approving the company's application. Thank you.

BOB TACKITT, Mayor
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Dr. Patrick M. Halforan, Superintendent

1000 Union Street
Morris, IL 60450

District Office: (815) 941-5337
Fax: (815) 941-5407

Morris Community High School
1000 Union Street
Morris, Illinois
60450

May 7,2012

Chairman Doug Scott
Commissioner Lula Ford
Commissioner Erin O'Connell-Diaz
Commissioner John Colgan
Commissioner Ann McCabe
do Executive Director
Illinois Commerce Commission
527 East Capitol Avenue
Springfield, IL 6270 I

Re: Support for the Rock Island Clean line HVDC project

Honorable Chairman and Commissioners:
I am writing to express support for the Rock Island Clean Line, a SOO-mile overhead
transmission line that will blend the wind resources of northwest Iowa with those in
Illinois and Indiana and allow a significant expansion of the entire wind industry in the
upper Midwest. New transmission is vital to the continued growth of the wind industry
and is a key Iynchpin to supporting continued growth in construction jobs,
manufacturing jobs, and all other wind-related job growth areas in Illinois. Clean line
proposes to invest over $500 million in Illinois, approximately half of which would be in
Grundy County.

Clean line is preparing to submit an application to the Illinois Commerce Commission
for the construction of the line. If approved, the project would support thousands of
construction jobs in Illinois. The construction workforce is vital to the recovery of
Grundy County. This project will put residents back to work after the County has
suffered some of the highest unemployment rates in Illinois.
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Furthermore, the company would be the first in Illinoisto utilize high efficiency, high-
voltage direct-current technology. The use of this technology requires the construction
and installation of a converter station to transform the DC power on the line to AC so
that it can be injected into Illinois' existing grid system. The anticipated value of the
converter station is approximately $250 million, which would dearly be very beneficial
to our local tax base.
I furthermore believe that this project, by supporting the delivery of enough additional
renewable energy to meet the annual electric needs of 1.4million homes, will provide
meaningful benefits to consumers by enhancing the competitive environment in the
state's electric power markets. I am therefore very pleased to encourage you to
support the Rock Island Clean Line project.
Sincerely,

f(}
I)
Dr. Patrick M. Halloran
Superintendent
Morris Community High School

cc: Hans Detweiler, Clean Line Energy Partners LLC
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Saratoga Community Consolidated School District 60~S'
4040North Division Street Morris, Illinois 60450 .

www.sd60c.org .

Kathy Perry, Superintendent
District Office
Phone (815) 942-2128
Fax (815) 942-0301

Joe Zweeres, Principal
Student Services
Phone (815) 942-5970
Fax (815) 942-5953

Shannon Hamm, Principal
Student Services

Phone (815) 942-5970
Fax (815) 942-5953

May 4,2012

Chairman Doug Scott
Commissioner Lula Ford
Commissioner Erin Q'Connell-Diaz
Commissioner John Colgan
Commissioner Ann McCabe
c/o Executive Director
Illinois Commerce Commission
527 East Capitol Avenue
Springfield, IL 6270 I

Re: Support for the Rock Island Clean Line HYDC project

Honorable Chairman and Commissioners:
I am writing to express support for the Rock Island Clean Line, a 500-mile overhead transmission line
that will blend the wind resources of northwest Iowa with those in Illinois and Indiana and allow a
significant expansion of the entire wind industry in the upper Midwest. New transmission is vital to
the continued growth of the wind industry and will support continued job growth in Illinois. Clean
Line proposes to invest over $500 million in Illinois, approximately half of which would be in Grundy
County.

Clean Line is preparing to submit an application to the Illinois Commerce Commission for the
construction of the line. If approved, the project would support thousands of construction jobs in
Illinois and Grundy County, which has suffered some of the highest unemployment rates in Illinois.

Furthermore, the company would be the first in Illinois to utilize high efficiency, high-voltage direct-
current technology. The use of this technology requires the construction and installation of a
converter station to transform the DC power on the line to AC so that it can be injected into Illinois'
existing grid system. The anticipated value of the converter station is approximately $250 million,
which would clearly be very beneficialto our local tax base. I am therefore very pleased to encourage
you to support the Rock Island Clean Line project.

Sincerely,

Kathy Perry
Superintendent

cc: Hans Detweiler, Clean Line Energy Partners LLC
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IPA 
August 28, 20 12 

ILLINOIS l10WER AGENCY 

Arlene A. Juracek, Acting Director 

Chairman Doug Scott 
Commissioner Lula Ford 
Commissioner Erin O'Conneii-Diaz 
Commissioner John Colgan 
Commissioner Ann McCabe 

Illinois Commerce Commission 
527 East Capitol Avenue 
Springfield, IL 6270 I 

Honorable Chairman and Commissioners: 

Pat Quinn, Governor 

I am writing regarding Rock Island Clean Line LLC's ("Rock Island") request to be granted a 

Certificate of Public Convenience and N ecessity pursuant to § 8-406 of the Public Utilities Act to 

construct the Rock Island Clean Line transmission project. The Illinois Power Agency (IPA) 

understands the objective of the Rock Island project is to deliver electricity from wind energy 

facilities in northwest Iowa and surrounding areas into the PJM Regional Transmission Organization 

("RTO") in order to access PJM markets. The approval of a Certificate for this project could be 

based in part upon a finding that the Rock Island Clean Line will promote the public convenience 

and necessity by promoting the development of an effectively competitive electricity market that 

operates efficiently, is equitable to all customers, and is the least cost means of satisfying those 

objectives. The purpose of this letter is to speak only to the potential role of the proposed 

transmission line to promote the development of an effectively competitive electricity market, and 

not to speak to any of the other areas to which the Commission must be attentive. 

The IPA believes that a claim by Rock Island that it would promote the development of an 

effectively competitive electricity market in this state is supportable. Earlier this year, the IPA 

submitted its annual report to the General Assembly and the Commission titled "The Costs and 

Benefits of Renewable Resource Procurement in Illinois under the Illinois Power Agency and Illinois 

Public Utilities Act." A key fi nding of the report was: 

Renewable resources, in particular wind, have played a dramatic role in reducing elearic energy 
prices in Illinois and the entire Eastern lnterconneaion, as measured by the impaa on Locational 
Marginal Prices (LMPs). Modeling work commissioned by the IPA and corroborated by similar 
findings in Massachusetts suggests that for 20 II , the integration of renewable resources into the 
power grid has lowered Illinois' average LMPs by $1.30 per mega-watt hour (MWh), from $36.40 
to $35.1 0 per M Wh. The aggregate result is a savings of $1 7 6.85 million in total load payment for 
generation in Illinois. While this does not directly translate lO dollar for dollar savings in consumer 

160 North LaSalle Street, Suite C-504, Chicago, Illinois 60601 
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bills for the same time period, due to the faa that utility consumers are served via a portfolio of 

resources of different vintage, it points out the magnitude of the benefits accruing to all consumers 

in lowered underlying elearic energy cost drivers. Over time, the effea of lower LMPs due to 
growing renewable capacity will be refleaed in procurement outcomes. 

According to Rock Island Clean Line, its transmission project would allow approximately 3,500 

MW of new wind generation capacity to annually deliver approximately IS million mWh of 

electricity from renewable resources into Illinois and the PJM markets, increasing the depth and 

competitiveness of the marketplace, adding to the long-run benefit of consumers. 

Although the IPA has not seen specific figures, it further understands that the Rock Island Clean 

Line project is anticipated to bring economic benefits to Illinois, both through construction jobs and 
use of Illinois-based suppliers. 

In summary, I find the argument that Rock Island would promote the development of an effectively 

competitive electricity market in Illinois to have merit. 

Sincerely, 

~.fl~ 
Acting D irector 

cc: Hans Detweiler, Clean Line Energy Partners LLC 
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