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ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 
 

Rock Island Clean Line LLC   ) 
       ) 
Petition for an Order granting Rock Island  ) 
Clean Line LLC a Certificate of Public  ) 
Convenience and Necessity pursuant to   ) 
Section 8-406 of the Public Utilities Act as a   ) Docket No. 12-____ 
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Operate and Maintain an Electric Transmission  ) 
Line and Authorizing and Directing Rock  ) 
Island Rock Island Pursuant to Section 8-503 of )  
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ROCK ISLAND CLEAN LINE LLC 
ATTACHMENT 11 

 
FORM OF LETTER AND INFORMATIONAL PACKET THAT HAS BEEN  

OR WILL BE SENT TO ALL LANDOWNERS 
 WITH WHOM ROCK ISLAND CLEAN LINE LLC WILL SEEK 

 TO NEGOTIATE FOR ACQUISITION OF LAND AND LAND RIGHTS 
 ALONG THE ROUTE OF THE ROCK ISLAND PROJECT 



 
 

 
Date 

via Certified Mail 
Landowner name 
Address 
City, State Zip 
 
Re:  IL-GR-XXX.XXX – Grundy County, Illinois 
  
Dear ______________, 
 
We are writing to contact you about an important new energy project being developed in your 

area by Clean Line Energy Partners (“Clean Line”) and its project development company, Rock 

Island Clean Line LLC (“Rock Island”).  The project, an overhead electric transmission line, is 

called the “Rock Island Clean Line.”  In this letter and the accompanying materials, you will find 

additional information about the Rock Island Clean Line and about the Illinois regulatory process 

for approving the construction of a transmission line.   

 

You have received this notice because, according to the records of the tax collector for your 

county, property in which you have an interest lies within the proposed route and could be 

affected by the location or construction of this transmission line.  It is our intention to reach a 

fair and reasonable agreement with you to acquire an easement or other land rights on the 

above-referenced property to construct and operate the transmission line.   We will be in touch 

to schedule a meeting with you where we can discuss topics such as proposed compensation for 

the easement, construction practices Rock Island will use in building the project, and the 

measures Rock Island will employ to minimize impacts to existing land use.  At this meeting, we 

can show you a map of the area where Rock Island is seeking an easement or other land rights 

on your land. 

 

Projects like the Rock Island Clean Line are critical to improving the electric transmission 

system in the United States, which will result in greater energy security, increased reliability, and 

lower prices for power.  The Rock Island Clean Line is an approximately 500-mile overhead 

transmission line that will run from northwest Iowa, cross the Mississippi River and enter Illinois 

south of Cordova, Illinois, and terminate near Morris, Illinois.  The project will connect some of 

the best wind energy resources in the country with communities in Illinois and other states to 

the east, areas that have a strong demand for clean energy.  By delivering enough clean energy 

to power around 1.4 million homes, the project will help to reduce power prices for 
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consumers, contribute to energy security, increase state and local tax revenues, and reduce 

pollution. 

 

Rock Island is required to file an application with the Illinois Commerce Commission (“ICC”) to 

obtain a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity under §8-406 of the Public Utilities Act 

(“PUA”), the state regulatory approval needed to construct, operate and maintain a transmission 

line in Illinois.  Rock Island will also request an order from the ICC under §8-503 of the PUA 

authorizing and directing Rock Island to build the transmission line.  Rock Island is now 

beginning efforts to acquire the easements needed to construct, operate and maintain the 

transmission line near its expected interconnection point with the ComEd transmission system 

near Morris, Illinois in Grundy County.  These easements will typically be between 145 and 200 

feet in width.  Construction, operation and maintenance of the line may require certain rights of 

access and entry to the easement and temporary construction easements.  The transmission line 

will be built with tubular monopole structures or lattice towers, or a combination of both.   

 

We have enclosed a project fact sheet, a DVD with information about the project and the 

construction process, and the “Statement of Information from the Illinois Commerce 

Commission Concerning Acquisition of Land or Land Rights-of-Way by Illinois Utilities and 

Common Carriers by Pipeline.” 

 

We look forward to talking with you to discuss reaching an agreement for an easement on your 

property.  You can reach us at (434) 250-5028 or mknox@rockislandcleanline.com at your 

earliest convenience to schedule a mutually agreeable time to meet.  If we do not hear from 

you, we will contact you again in a couple of weeks to schedule a meeting.   For more 

information about the project, please visit the project web site at www.rockislandcleanline.com. 

Thank You, 
 

 
Mike Knox 
 
PO Box 4144, Waterloo, Iowa 50704 
(434) 250-5028 
mknox@rockislandcleanline.com 
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Enclosures: 

• Project Fact Sheet 
• Project informational DVD 
• Statement of Information from the Illinois Commerce Commission Concerning 

Acquisition of Land or Land Rights-of-Way by Illinois Utilities and Common Carriers by 
Pipeline 
 

Map depicting area of proposed easement to be provided in person at initial 
meeting 
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ABOUT CLEAN LINE ENERGY

ROCK ISLAND CLEAN LINE
CLEAN ENERGY. DELIVERED. 

ENOUGH POWER TO PROVIDE ELECTRICITY
TO 1.4 MILLION HOMES PER YEAR

INCREASED MARKET COMPETITION 
BENEFITS CONSUMERS

PROPERTY TAX PAYMENTS TO LOCAL 
TAXING DISTRICTS

5000+ CONSTRUCTION JOBS

500+ OPERATIONS JOBS

SIGNIFICANT POLLUTION REDUCTION

While the United States has some of the best and most 
cost-effective renewable resources in the world, they are 
predominantly located in remote areas.  The challenge lies 
in transporting the energy generated from these resources 
to communities that need the power—a challenge 
Clean Line Energy is working to solve by developing a series 
of long-haul high-voltage direct current (HVDC) transmission 
lines.    
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ROCK ISLAND CLEAN LINE PROJECT OVERVIEW
The Rock Island Clean Line is a 500-mile overhead, direct current transmission line that will transport clean energy from northwest Iowa 
to Illinois. The Rock Island Clean Line will make millions in property tax payments to local communities, create thousands of jobs, result 
in cleaner air and water, and deliver enough low-cost power to provide electricity to 1.4 million homes per year.

The name of the project originates from the Rock Island Railroad, which stretches across Iowa and Illinois. Just as the Rock Island Railroad 
allowed farmers to move their goods to market, the Rock Island Clean Line will deliver clean energy to the communities that need it, 
representing the new farm-to-market road for the 21st century.
 

Clean Line Energy Projects
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3500 MW

AN APPROXIMATELY 500-MILE OVERHEAD

HIGH VOLTAGE DIRECT CURRENT

TRANSMISSION LINE 

PROJECT IMPACTS

COMPENSATION TO PROPERTY OWNERS 
FOR EASEMENTS

Rock Island Petition Attachment 11 Page 4 of 8



ROCK ISLAND CLEAN LINE

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Why is the Rock Island Clean Line project needed?  The project is needed to increase the supply of cost-effective clean energy for Illinois. 
The existing transmission system was created primarily to connect towns and cities with nearby power plants; it is insufficient to meet the 
demands of a growing economy.  The electric transmission infrastructure in the Unites States needs substantial improvements for greater energy
security, increased reliability, and lower prices for power.  

The Midwest has some of the best wind resources in the nation, but the transmission infrastructure does not exist to connect those resources 
with communities that have a strong demand for renewable energy.  The Rock Island Clean Line will make possible enough new renewable 
generation to power approximately 1.4 million homes in the Midwest.

What other companies are involved with this project? 
•     Kiewit is the construction advisor for the Rock Island Clean Line.  Kiewit will provide development support and construction management 
      services for the project.  

•     Siemens will provide detailed technical expertise in the development, design, and installation of the two direct current converter stations 
      needed at each end of the transmission line.  

•     Clean Line has selected Southwire as the preferred supplier of transmission wire for the Rock Island Clean Line.  Clean Line and Southwire 
       plan to produce the wire needed for the project at Southwire’s manufacturing facility in Flora, Illinois. 

What effort is Clean Line making to collect and understand landowner feedback? Over the past two years, Clean Line held more 
than 600 meetings with landowners, local officials and community organizations to gather as much local input as possible in the process of 
selecting a preferred route for the line.  As the project progresses, we will continue working with those interested in the project to ensure 
that questions and concerns are addressed, and public input is integrated into the project plans. 

What is Clean Line doing to minimize land impacts? Clean Line is committed to minimizing the impacts of our project on current land
use—great care and planning will be taken to minimize impacts to existing land use during the construction, maintenance, and operation of the
transmission line.  For example, an independent agricultural inspector will monitor the construction process in agricultural areas.  We will seek to
address landowner concerns prior to construction activities, and landowners will be compensated for the right-of-way easement, as well as
resulting damages associated with construction activities.  

Where can I find more information about the project? 

Online at: www.rockislandcleanline.com 
Toll-Free: 1-877-907-8516
Email: info@rockislandcleanline.com 

www.rockislandcleanline.com

  Mail to: Charlie Ary
  Clean Line Energy Partners
  1001 McKinney, Suite 700
  Houston, TX 77002
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