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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 
 
AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY d/b/a  ) 
Ameren Illinois     )  
       )  
Petition for Approval of Gas Depreciation Rates ) Docket No. 12 - _________ 
Submitted in Compliance with the Order  ) 
Issued by the Commission on January 10,  ) 
2012 in Docket No. 11-0282.    )    

 
PETITION FOR APPROVAL OF GAS DEPRECIATION RATES SUBMITTED  

IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE ORDER ISSUED BY THE COMMISSION  
ON JANUARY 10, 2012 IN DOCKET NO. 11-0282  

 
COMES NOW Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a Ameren Illinois ("AIC"), by and through 

its undersigned counsel, and respectfully submits the attached gas depreciation study (“the 

Study”) and the resulting, proposed gas depreciation rates in compliance with the Order issued by 

the Illinois Commerce Commission’s (“the Commission”) on January 10, 2012 in Docket No. 11-

0282 (“the January 10, 2012 Order”).  In support of this Petition, AIC states as follows: 

1. AIC is a public utility as defined by Section 3-105 of the Public Utilities Act.  AIC 

provides natural gas and electric supply and related delivery services to its retail customers in 

service territories that span more than two-thirds of the State of Illinois. 

2. On February 18, 2011, AIC filed tariffs seeking to implement an increase in its 

natural gas delivery rates.  On March 23, 2011, the Commission suspended these tariffs and the 

resulting matter was assigned Docket No. 11-0282.  

3.   On January 10, 2012, the Commission issued an Order granting AIC a portion of 

its initial rate increase request and directing AIC to prepare and file a gas depreciation study 

establishing account-specific gas depreciation rates allowing for the calculation and allocation of 

gas depreciation expenses in a manner similar to that agreed upon and used by AIC and Staff in 

the underlying proceeding. (See January 10, 2012 Order, p. 196).  This study and the resulting 

rates were to be filed with the Commission within nine (9) months of the issue date of the order, 
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i.e., by October 10, 2012. 

4. The provision of the Commission’s January 10, 2012 Order directing AIC to 

submit the above-described gas depreciation study was in accord with the Commission’s general 

authority to ascertain and prescribe depreciation rates applicable to gas utilities such as AIC: 

(a) The Commission shall have power, after hearing, to require any 
or all public utilities, except electric public utilities, to keep such 
accounts as will adequately reflect depreciation, obsolescence and 
the progress of the arts.  The Commission may, from time to time, 
ascertain and determine and by order fix the proper and adequate 
rate of depreciation of the several classes of property for each 
public utility; and each public utility shall conform its depreciation 
accounts to the rates so ascertained, determined and fixed. 

      
220 ILCS 5/1-104(a).   
 

5. In support of this Petition and in compliance with the Commission’s January 

10, 2012 Order, AIC submits the attached testimony of Mr. John Wiedmayer, Project 

Manager of Depreciation Studies at Gannett Fleming, Inc.  (Ameren Exhibit 1.0).  Attached to 

Mr. Wiedmayer’s testimony as Ameren Exhibit 1.1 is a document containing the results of the 

Study.  Specifically, Schedule 1 (beginning at page III-4 of Ameren Exhibit 1.1) sets forth the 

proposed depreciation parameters and related remaining life depreciation rates and accruals as of 

December 31, 2011.   

6. As further described in Mr. Wiedmayer’s testimony, while the Study resulted in 

no change to AIC’s overall composite gas depreciation rate (steady at 1.59 percent), there were 

several individual accounts that experienced a material change in depreciation rates. The changes 

for these accounts were nearly offsetting and the resulting overall change in annual depreciation 

expense was a relatively minimal decrease of $29,315, or 0.09 percent. (See Ameren Exhibit 1.0, 

p. 12, ll. 6-13). 

7. In compliance with the Commission’s January 10, 2012 Order, AIC submits 
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attached to this Petition the results of the Study conducted by it following the Commission’s 

January 10, 2012 Order.  As indicated in testimony submitted by Mr. Ronald Stafford, AIC’s 

Manager of Regulatory Accounting, the Study “results in reasonable gas depreciation rates 

allowing for the calculation and allocation of gas depreciation expenses in a manner similar 

to that agreed upon and used by AIC and Staff in AIC’s last gas rate case…” (Ameren Exhibit 

2.0, p. 2, ll. 41-43).   

WHEREFORE, in compliance with the Order issued by the Commission on January 10, 

2012 in Docket No. 11-0282, AIC submits this Petition and the attachments thereto and respectfully 

requests: 

(a) The Commission issue an Order approving the gas depreciation rates reflected in 

Schedule 1 of Ameren Exhibit 1.1, to be effective no earlier than January 1, 2013, 

and no later than the beginning of the first quarter following the Commission’s 

approval of the gas depreciation rate change requested in this Petition;  

(b) Finding that AIC timely complied with the related requirement of the 

Commission’s January 10, 2012 Order; and, 

(c) For such other and further relief and deemed equitable and just. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 

AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY D/B/A 
AMEREN ILLINOIS  

 
_/s/ Eric Dearmont_________________ 
Eric E. Dearmont 
Edward C. Fitzhenry 
Counsel for Ameren Illinois 
One Ameren Plaza 
1901 Chouteau Avenue 
PO Box 66149 (MC 1310) 
St. Louis, Missouri 63166 
Telephone: (314) 554-3543 
Facsimile: (314) 554-4014  
edearmont@ameren.com 
efitzhenry@ameren.com 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 I, Eric Dearmont, Counsel for Ameren Illinois Company, certify that a copy of the 

foregoing Petition for Approval of Gas Depreciation Rates Submitted in Compliance with the 

Order Issued by the Commission on January 10, 2012 in Docket No. 11-0282 was filed on the 

Illinois Commerce Commission’s e-docket and was served electronically to all parties of record 

in this docket on this 21st day of September, 2012. 

 

       /s/ Eric Dearmont ________ 
       Eric Dearmont 

 


