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 Q. Please state your name and business address. 1 

 A. My name is Brett Seagle and my business address is Illinois Commerce 2 

Commission, 527 East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, Illinois 62701. 3 

 Q. By whom are you employed and in what capacity? 4 

 A. I am employed by the Illinois Commerce Commission (“Commission”) as a 5 

Gas Engineer in the Energy Engineering Program of the Safety and 6 

Reliability Division. 7 

 Q. Please state your educational background. 8 

 A. I hold a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering from 9 

Southern Illinois University - Carbondale. 10 

 Q. What are your duties and responsibilities as a Gas Engineer in the Energy 11 

Engineering Program? 12 

 A. My primary responsibilities and duties are in the performance of studies 13 

and analyses dealing with the day-to-day, and long-term, operations and 14 
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planning of the gas utilities serving Illinois.  For example, I review 15 

purchased gas adjustment clause reconciliations, rate base additions, 16 

levels of natural gas used for working capital, applications for affiliated 17 

services agreements between two or more regulated utilities, and utilities' 18 

applications for Certificates of Public Convenience and Necessity.  I also 19 

perform utility gas meter test shop audits. 20 

 Q. What is the purpose of this proceeding? 21 

 A. On June 7, 2012, North Shore Gas Company (“North Shore”) and The 22 

Peoples Gas Light and Coke Company (“Peoples Gas”) collectively (the 23 

“Utilities”), submitted a petition requesting an order for Commission 24 

approval of a storage service agreement between the Utilities pursuant to 25 

Sections 7-101 and 7-102 of the Public Utilities Act (“Act”). If approved, 26 

the proposed Storage Agreement would become effective the date the 27 

Commission issues a Final Order. 28 

 Q. What is your assignment within this proceeding? 29 

 A. My assignment for this docket includes a review and analysis of the 30 

Utilities’ initial fillings to determine if approval of the proposed Storage 31 

Agreement is in the public interest and that the public will be 32 

convenienced thereby. 33 
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 Q. Did you discover any information in the Utilities’ initial fillings that could 34 

indicate that the proposed Storage Agreement is not in the public interest 35 

and the public will not be convenienced if the Commission grants approval 36 

for the proposed Storage Agreement? 37 

 A. No.  Using the standards set forth in Sections 7-101 and 7-102 of the Act, 38 

I found no reason to take issue with the Utilities’ request for Commission 39 

approval of the proposed Storage Agreement. 40 

 Q. What are the Commission’s requirements in 7-101 and 7-102 of the Act? 41 

 A. While I am not an attorney, it is my understanding that Section 7-101 of 42 

Act states, in relevant part, that: 43 

  […] No management, construction, engineering, supply, financial 44 

or similar contract and no contract or arrangement for the 45 

purchase, sale, lease or exchange of any property or for the 46 

furnishing of any service, property or thing, hereafter made with 47 

any affiliated interest, as hereinbefore defined, shall be effective 48 

unless it has first been filed with and consented to by the 49 

Commission or is exempted in accordance with the provisions of 50 

this Section or of Section 16-111 of this Act. The Commission 51 

may condition such approval in such manner as it may deem 52 

necessary to safeguard the public interest. If it be found by the 53 

Commission, after investigation and a hearing, that any such 54 

contract or arrangement is not in the public interest, the 55 

Commission may disapprove such contract or arrangement. 220 56 

ILCS 5/7-101, Subsection 3 57 

  and Section 7-102 of the Act states, in relevant part, that: 58 

  […]Upon the filing of such petition, the Commission shall, if it 59 
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deems necessary, fix a time and place for the hearing thereon. 60 

After such hearing, or in case no hearing is required, if the 61 

Commission is satisfied that such petition should reasonably be 62 

granted, and that the public will be convenienced thereby, the 63 

Commission shall make such order in the premises as it may 64 

deem proper and as the circumstances may require, attaching 65 

such conditions as it may deem proper, and thereupon it shall be 66 

lawful to do the things provided for in such order. 220 ILCS 5/7-67 

102, Subsection C 68 

 Q. What material did you review as part of your assignment in the 69 

proceeding? 70 

 A. I reviewed the Utilities’ petition, the Direct Testimony of Richard Dobson 71 

and Denean Smith, the proposed Storage Agreement, and accompanying 72 

attachments to the petition. 73 

 Q. Did anything come to your attention to cause you to dispute the Utilities’ 74 

assertion that the proposed Storage Agreement is in the public interest or 75 

that approval of the Storage Agreement will not serve the public 76 

convenience? 77 

 A. No. 78 

 Q. Do you have any recommendations for the Utilities’ Storage 79 

Agreement? 80 

 A. No, I do not. However, I understand that Staff witness Dan Kahle 81 
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has some recommendations for the Commission regarding the 82 

proposed Storage Agreement in his direct testimony, ICC Staff 83 

Exhibit 2.0. 84 

 Q. Does this conclude your direct testimony? 85 

 A. Yes, it does. 86 


