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PETITION OF COMMONWEALTH EDISION COMPANY  
TO ESTABLISH A PEAK TIME REBATE PROGRAM 

Commonwealth Edison Company (“ComEd”) respectfully petitions the Illinois 

Commerce Commission (“Commission” or “ICC”) for approval of tariffs implementing 

ComEd’s proposed Peak Time Rebate (“PTR”) program, pursuant to Articles IX and XVI of the 

Illinois Public Utilities Act (“PUA”), specifically 220 ILCS 5/16-108.6(g).  In support of this 

Petition, ComEd states:   

I. Background 

1. ComEd provides electric utility services to approximately 3.8 million customers 

in the northern portion of Illinois.  ComEd is a corporation organized and existing under the laws 

of the State of Illinois with its principal business office in Chicago, Illinois, and management 

offices in DuPage and Will Counties.  ComEd is a public utility within the meaning of Section 3-

105 of the PUA (220 ILCS 5/3-105) and an electric utility within the meaning of Article XVI of 

the PUA (see 220 ILCS 5/16-102).  ComEd is also a “participating utility” as defined in Section 

16-108.5(b) of the PUA, 220 ILCS 5/16-108.5(b), and is therefore subject to certain provisions 

of two amendments to the PUA known as the Energy Infrastructure Modernization Act 
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(“EIMA”) effective as of October 26, 2011 and December 30, 2011.  See Illinois Public Acts 

097-0616 (eff. Oct. 26, 2011) and 097-0646 (eff. Dec. 30, 2011). 

2. The EIMA requires ComEd, a non-combination participating utility, to file with 

the Commission a proposal for an opt-in PTR tariff within 60 days after the Commission’s 

approval of ComEd’s Advanced Metering Infrastructure (“AMI”) plan.  220 ILCS 5/16-108.6(g).  

ComEd’s proposed PTR tariff, Rider PTR – Peak Time Rebate, is appended hereto as 

Attachment A.  The proposed revisions to existing tariffs in redline form are appended hereto as 

Attachment B.  ComEd’s AMI plan was approved, with modifications, on June 22, 2012, by the 

Commission’s Order in ICC Docket No. 12-0298.  ICC Docket No. 12-0298, Order dated June 

22, 2012, at 64-65.  Thus, ComEd is required to file its proposed opt-in PTR tariff on or before 

August 21, 2012.  Pursuant to this Petition, ComEd timely files this request for approval of the 

proposed tariffs which will implement ComEd’s PTR program.   

3. In addition to the EIMA statutory requirements, the Order dated June 22, 2012, in 

ICC Docket No. 12-0298 directed ComEd to include with its PTR filing an analysis of the costs 

of implementing a PTR program in which ComEd provides PTR participants with enabling 

technology.  ICC Docket No. 12-0298, Order dated June 22, 2012, at 48.  Accordingly, ComEd 

includes with this Petition the cost benefit analysis appended hereto as Attachment C.   

4. Prior to filing this Petition, ComEd discussed its PTR proposals extensively with 

interested stakeholders.  In addition to meeting with several stakeholders individually, ComEd 

held two in-person workshops and one conference call. Pursuant to the EIMA, ComEd also 

consulted with the Smart Grid Advisory Council (“SGAC”), which discussed ComEd’s PTR 

proposal on three occasions.  ComEd considered the input of the SGAC and other stakeholders in 

developing its proposed Rider PTR,  the proposed revisions to the existing tariffs, and the cost 
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benefit analysis of offering Direct Load Control devices to customers opting in to ComEd’s PTR 

program. 

II. ComEd’s PTR Program 

5. ComEd’s proposed PTR program is an opt-in demand response program.  The 

program will provide bill credits to participating residential retail customers for kilowatt-hours 

(“kWh”) of estimated energy reduction achieved by such customers during specific periods of 

time.  These periods are identified as peak usage periods (“Curtailment Periods”) in accordance 

with the provisions of Section 16-108.6(g) of the PUA.  During a Curtailment Period, temporary 

reductions in electric usage on the electric delivery system located in the Company’s service 

territory are requested by the Company of residential retail customers that participate in the PTR 

program.  As required by Section 16-108.6(g) of the PUA, ComEd will fund the bill credits with 

compensation from ComEd’s participation in PJM Interconnection LLC (“PJM”) Demand 

Response Programs.  220 ILCS 5/16-108.6(g). 

6. Beginning in 2013, ComEd’s proposed PTR tariff will be available to residential 

customers that have received AMI meters and enroll in the PTR program between October 1st 

and April 30th of the following year for participation in the PTR program during the upcoming 

PJM planning year that subsequently begins on June 1st.  Consistent with the provisions of 

Section 16-108.6(g) of the PUA, that notification can occur electronically through ComEd’s 

internet site or through other means of communication as described in the proposed PTR tariff.  

220 ILCS 5/16-108.6(g).  ComEd, however, seeks the discretion to test a pre-enrollment process 

that would allow customers with AMI meters to register for PTR for the next PJM planning year 

before October 1st of each year.  Moreover, ComEd’s PTR program will be available to all 

residential customers with AMI meters on a competitively neutral basis, meaning the customer 



 

4 

may be receiving electric power and energy supply from ComEd or a Retail Electric Supplier 

(“RES”). 

7. PTR participants that elect to curtail their electric usage during a Curtailment 

Period will receive a $1.00 per kWh bill credit on a subsequent ComEd bill as specified by the 

proposed PTR tariff.  Customer base load (“CBL”) is a factor in determining the bill credit for a 

PTR participant.  ComEd will be filing a petition with the Commission seeking approval of 

ComEd’s proposed CBL methodology prior to using it to determine the CBLs for PTR 

participants.  If a customer participating in the PTR program chooses not to reduce electric usage 

during any given event there is no penalty.  Also, a PTR participant may elect to terminate its 

participation in the PTR program at any time without penalty. 

8. In addition to any events called by PJM under the terms of its demand response 

programs, the number and total duration of the Curtailment Periods that may be called by 

ComEd in any given PJM planning year (between June 1st through May 30th of the following 

year), beginning in 2014, primarily will be a function of the compensation received from PJM, 

the expected level of curtailment and the price paid per kWh ($1.00/kWh).  Any differences 

between the amounts paid to participating PTR customers and compensation received from PJM 

will be tracked and carried over into subsequent program years.  After October 1, 2015, ComEd 

reserves the right to modify the per kWh PTR credit in order to more closely balance the total 

amount of credit provided to customers with the compensation received by ComEd, subject to 

Commission approval.   

9. Initially, ComEd will recover the costs of the startup and administration of the 

PTR program from all residential customers through rates for delivery service.  ComEd reserves 
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its right to propose alternative cost recovery and cost allocation methodologies in the proceeding 

required by Section 16-108.6(g) of the PUA to evaluate ComEd’s PTR program.   

10. If the proposed PTR program is approved, ComEd must submit a report to the 

Commission no later than September 1st each year, beginning in 2015, that evaluates the 

implementation, operation, and administration of the provisions of Rider PTR during the 

previous PJM planning year.  That report will include information concerning the PJM revenues 

and corresponding payments to customers.   

III. Revisions to Existing Tariffs 

11. There are four existing tariffs that need to be revised in connection with the 

approval of Rider PTR.  The proposal revising Sheet No. 288, Parallel Operation of Retail 

Customer Generating Facilities (“Rider POG”), includes new language that a retail customer 

taking service under Rider PTR could elect options A or C in Rider POG.  The proposal revising 

Sheet No. 335, Residential Air Conditioner Load Cycling Program (“Rider AC”), includes 

language that service under Rider AC is not available to any residential retail customer taking 

service under Rider PTR.  The proposal revising Sheet No. 88, Rate RESS - Retail Electric 

Supplier Service (“Rate RESS”), includes additional language that requires a RES to inform 

ComEd of any customers participating in a PJM-coordinated electric demand response or energy 

curtailment program.  The proposal revising Sheet No. 294, Parallel Operation of Retail 

Customer Generating Facilities with Net Metering (“Rider POGNM”), includes language that a 

retail customer cannot simultaneously receive service under Rider PTR and Rider POGNM.  

Redlined versions of the revisions proposed for these four tariffs are appended hereto as 

Attachment B. 
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IV. Customer-Specific Billing Information 

12. Pursuant to Section 16-122 of the PUA, ComEd is required to provide, upon 

request, to any customer or to a RES acting as the agent for a customer, the customer’s billing 

and usage data.  220 ILCS 5/16-122.  However, that same section prohibits ComEd from 

providing any customer-specific billing, usage or load shape data without customer 

authorization.  During the stakeholder discussions ComEd received requests to disclose to a 

customer’s RES whether that customer has elected to participate in ComEd’s PTR program. This 

disclosure would occur through a posting on ComEd’s PowerPath® website.  However, ComEd 

is unclear as to whether that information constitutes customer billing information that ComEd is 

prohibited from providing under Section 16-122 except with the authorization of the customer.  

Access to such information on the PowerPath® website is only available to a RES that knows the 

confidential customer identification number of the customer and which the RES presumably 

obtains voluntarily from the customer. Therefore, ComEd seeks clarification as to whether it may 

post on its PowerPath® website information concerning the decision of individual customers to 

participate in ComEd’s PTR program notwithstanding the restrictions of Section 16-122.   

V. Schedule 

13. ComEd has attempted to address the interests and concerns of stakeholders in 

developing its proposed PTR program, and hopes that it has minimized remaining issues and 

concerns.  ComEd remains open to working with stakeholders to resolve any remaining issue or 

concerns.  Accordingly, ComEd is not filing testimony with this Petition while it continues to 

consider additional stakeholder suggestions.  However, as described in detail below, ComEd 

seeks a Commission Order on or before March 1, 2013.   
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14. ComEd is seeking approval of this proposed opt-in PTR program and 

accompanying tariffs with the understanding that the PTR program would become effective in 

March 2013.  ComEd is seeking Commission approval of this Petition no later than March 1, 

2013, in order for ComEd to participate in PJM’s base residual auction to be held in May 2013 

for the 2016 - 2017 delivery year.  Participation in that auction benefits future PTR participants 

because, historically, the resource clearing price from the base residual auction is higher than the 

incremental auctions.  As a result, ComEd is requesting an expedited date for a status hearing, 

and an abbreviated schedule in this docket. 

WHEREFORE, Commonwealth Edison Company respectfully requests that the 

Commission enter an Order that: 

1. Approves proposed Rider PTR, as described in the Petition and as set forth in 

Attachment A hereto, on or before March 1, 2013; 

2. Approve proposed revisions to existing Riders POG, AC, RESS, and POGNM, as 

set forth in Attachment B hereto, on or before March 1, 2013;  

3. Clarify whether customer participation under Rider PTR is subject to section 16-

122 of the PUA and may be disclosed to the customer’s RES; and 

4. Grants such other and further relief as ComEd may duly request, and the Act and 

record may support. 
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Dated:  August 21, 2012 Respectfully submitted, 
 
Commonwealth Edison Company 
 
 
 
By:        

One of the attorneys for 
Commonwealth Edison Company 

  
Thomas S. O’Neill 
Senior Vice President and General Counsel 
COMMONWEALTH EDISON COMPANY 
440 S. LaSalle Street, Suite 3300 
Chicago, IL 60605 
312-394-7205 
thomas.oneill@comed.com 
 
Anastasia M. O’Brien 
Eugene Bernstein 
EXELON BUSINESS SERVICES COMPANY 
10 South Dearborn Street, Suite 4900 
Chicago, IL 60603 
(312) 394-5400 
anastasia.obrien@exeloncorp.com 
eugene.bernstein@exeloncorp.com 

John E. Rooney 
Carmen L. Fosco 
Susan L. Rubner 
RIPPIE ROONEY & RATNASWAMY LLP 
350 W. Hubbard Street, Suite 600 
Chicago, Illinois 60654 
(312) 447-2800 
john.rooney@r3law.com 
carmen.fosco@r3law.com 
susan.rubner@r3law.com 

Counsel for Commonwealth Edison Company 
 

brian.dodds
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