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Q. Please state your name and business address. 1 

A. My name is Douglas Targett.  My business address is Three Lincoln Centre, Oakbrook 2 

Terrace, Illinois 60181-4260. 3 

Q. By whom and in what position are you employed? 4 

A. I am employed by Commonwealth Edison Company (“ComEd”) as Manager in the Real 5 

Estate & Facilities Department. 6 

Q. What are your duties as Manager? 7 

A. My primary responsibility includes the oversight of four Real Estate Representatives that 8 

perform various real estate functions including acquisition of real property for use as 9 

transmission right-of-way and substation sites, acquisition of property rights for the 10 

installation, operation and maintenance of distribution electrical facilities, and licensing, 11 

leasing, or granting of easements in connection with secondary uses of ComEd’s fee 12 

owned property.   13 

Q. How long have you held that position? 14 

A. I have been Manager of the Real Estate & Facilities Department since 2006. 15 

Q. What other professional experience do you have? 16 

A. Prior to my position as Manager of the Real Estate & Facilities Department, I held the 17 

position of a ComEd Field Agent where I supported the Southern Region Engineering in 18 

performing acquisition of property rights on behalf of ComEd for the construction, 19 

operation, and maintenance of distribution electrical facilities.  I processed requests 20 

submitted by municipalities, attorneys, developers, etc. for the abrogation of existing 21 

rights held by ComEd, as well as processed requests to ensure ComEd maintained its 22 



Docket No. 12-____ 
ComEd Ex. 3.0 

Page 2 of 7 

rights if required in connection with street vacation ordinances.  Prior to my position as a 23 

Field Agent, I held the position of Survey Technician.  My responsibilities included 24 

research of internal real estate records and the operation of survey equipment in 25 

connection with topographic surveys, land surveys, and construction layout in support of 26 

ComEd operations.  I have been employed by ComEd for twenty years.  Prior to joining 27 

ComEd, I held positions related to surveying/engineering within the commercial and 28 

residential land development industry. 29 

Q. What is your educational background? 30 

A. I hold a Bachelor of Science degree in construction management from Purdue University. 31 

Q. Have you taken any additional courses, classes or seminars? 32 

A. Yes.  I have attended real estate seminars hosted by the International Right of Way 33 

Association. 34 

Q. Are you familiar with the Petition filed by ComEd in this docket? 35 

A. Yes, I am familiar with the Petition. 36 

Q. To the best of your knowledge, are the statements set forth in the Petition true? 37 

A. Yes, they are. 38 

Q. How is your department involved with the decision to build a transmission line? 39 

A. The Real Estate and Facilities Department works with ComEd’s engineers and planners 40 

in identifying the real estate and/or land rights that would be needed to accommodate 41 

each of the transmission alternatives considered by ComEd’s engineers.  As part of this 42 

process, we assess the type, size, and location of land required for any lines, substations, 43 
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or other facility sites, and we estimate the cost to acquire the real estate interests required 44 

for the proposed project.  We also are involved in determining whether any real estate-45 

related regulations or permit requirements apply to a given parcel or parcels.  We provide 46 

the information and perform the tasks required by the regulations regarding the 47 

identification of facilities that might impact ComEd’s planned construction and the 48 

people or agencies that must be notified of ComEd’s filing.  Finally, we are typically 49 

involved in the negotiations to purchase the needed property, if it has not already been 50 

purchased. 51 

Q. Are you familiar with the exhibits filed by ComEd in conjunction with its Petition in 52 

this docket? 53 

A. Yes, I am familiar with the exhibits filed by ComEd supporting its Petition. 54 

Q. Please describe what Exhibit A to the Petition shows. 55 

A. As is required by Section 305.50 of the Commission’s rules, Exhibit A shows the route 56 

that the proposed lines will follow through Will County and Cook County, Illinois and 57 

more particularly, within the Interstate I-355 (“I-355”) corridor, and depicts the location 58 

of the proposed transmission route, substation and other infrastructure facilities 59 

associated with the delivery of utility services, located near the route of the proposed 60 

transmission lines.  I do not anticipate that any of these facilities shown on the map will 61 

interfere with the proposed lines.  The utility corporations that have facilities that are 62 

crossed or paralleled within 200 feet of the proposed lines are listed in Exhibit C to 63 

ComEd’s Petition.  64 

Q. What does Exhibit B to the Petition show? 65 
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A. Exhibit B describes the proposed route of the transmission line that is graphically 66 

displayed in Exhibit A. 67 

Q. Does the description contained in Exhibit B to the Petition accurately describe the 68 

route? 69 

A. Yes. 70 

Q. Should there be any discrepancies between the route shown on Exhibit A to the 71 

Petition and the route described in Exhibit B to the Petition, which should control? 72 

A. The map, Exhibit A, should control. 73 

Q. Is there an existing public right-of-way along which the proposed transmission lines 74 

would be installed if the proposed route is approved as amended? 75 

A. An existing public right-of-way does exist for the portion of the line that runs down I-76 

355.  The route has been selected and ComEd is in the final stages of negotiation with the 77 

Illinois Tollway Authority (“Tollway”) for easement rights.  ComEd does not anticipate 78 

any complications in securing the easement rights from the Tollway.  In addition, ComEd 79 

will seek to obtain blowout and overhang easement rights from 13 private property 80 

owners whose land is adjacent to the tollway.  This is shown on Exhibit A.    81 

Q. Does ComEd seek the authority to condemn property as a part of this Petition? 82 

A. Given the facts and the current construction plan, ComEd is not seeking eminent domain 83 

authority at this time.   84 

Q. Who has received notice of ComEd’s Petition? 85 



Docket No. 12-____ 
ComEd Ex. 3.0 

Page 5 of 7 

A. Exhibit C to the Petition, which I also prepared, shows the names and addresses of the 86 

municipal and other government officials, government agencies, railroads, utilities, and 87 

telecommunications companies that we have notified in writing concerning the Petition.   88 

Q. What other rights or permits will ComEd need in order to install the proposed 89 

lines?   90 

A. ComEd will apply for road crossing permits as needed.  It is ComEd’s practice to apply 91 

for such permits immediately prior to the commencement of installation because they are 92 

valid only for specific locations and for installation during short periods of time.   93 

Q. Will the proposed lines interfere with the operation of any airports, or fixed-wing or 94 

heliport restricted landing areas? 95 

A. No.  The lines will not cross any restricted landing space or otherwise interfere with the 96 

landing areas.  The lines comply with all Federal Aviation Administration (“FAA”) and 97 

Illinois Department of Transportation, Division of Aeronautics regulations concerning 98 

construction of transmission lines near airports, heliports, seaplane bases, and balloon 99 

ports.  ComEd has notified both the FAA and the Illinois Department of Transportation – 100 

Division of Aeronautics of its proposal.  The lines are not in conflict with any aviation 101 

activity over which the FAA has jurisdiction. 102 

Q. Will the proposed lines have any effect on property of historic or archaeological 103 

significance? 104 

A. No, we do not believe that the proposed lines will either occupy, or transit, historic 105 

property.  We will notify the Illinois Historical Preservation Agency (“IHPA”) of 106 

ComEd’s filing and the proposed route.  107 
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Q. Will the proposed lines have an adverse effect on agricultural property?  108 

A. No.  The installation of the lines will not result in the removal of any agricultural land 109 

from cultivation.  110 

Q. Does any portion of the route of the proposed transmission lines include wetlands 111 

under the jurisdiction of the United States Army Corps of Engineers? 112 

A. No, the proposed lines will not have any impacts on wetlands under the jurisdiction of the 113 

United States Army Corp of Engineers.  114 

Q. Have you contacted the Illinois Department of Natural Resources to determine 115 

whether the proposed lines will have a detrimental impact on any Illinois listed 116 

endangered or threatened species? 117 

A. ComEd is in the process of notifying the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.  It is 118 

not anticipated that any Illinois endangered or threatened species will be affected by the 119 

proposed route.  120 

Q. Did ComEd send landowners of all required parcels along the proposed route a 121 

letter pursuant to Part 300 of the Commission’s rules, offering to negotiate for the 122 

purchase of easement rights? 123 

A. Yes. 124 

Q. How many easements is ComEd attempting to acquire in all? 125 

A. ComEd seeks to acquire fourteen (14) easements for overhang or blowout from 13 126 

private property owners. 127 
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Q. Does this complete your direct testimony? 128 

A. Yes.  129 


