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VERIFIED PETITION 

Commonwealth Edison Company (“ComEd”), hereby petitions the Illinois Commerce 

Commission (the “Commission” or “ICC”) for a Certificate of Public Convenience and 

Necessity (“CPCN”) and Order under Section 8-406 of the Act, 220 ILCS § 5/8-406 authorizing 

ComEd, to install, operate and maintain a new 138 kilovolt (“kV”) electric transmission line in 

Will and Cook Counties, Illinois and a new substation in Will County, Illinois.  In further 

support of this petition, ComEd states: 

1. ComEd is a corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State of 

Illinois with its principal office in Chicago, Illinois.  ComEd is engaged in supplying electricity 

to the public in the northern portion of Illinois, and is a public utility within the meaning of 

Section 3-105 of the Public Utilities Act.  220 ILCS § 5/3-105. 

2. The Petition seeks a CPCN authorizing ComEd to construct, operate, and 

maintain approximately 4.8 miles of new 138 kV electric transmission line, including a new 

substation.  The proposed line will connect to an existing ComEd 138 kV transmission line that 

is located approximately a quarter mile north of 135th Street and three quarters of a mile east of 

Smith Road on the west side of Interstate 355 (“I-355”) in Cook County, Illinois.  The proposed 
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line will continue south along the west side of I-355 within the tollway corridor for 

approximately 4.28 miles.  From a point on the west side of I-355 (identified as Point B on 

Exhibit A to this Petition), the line will cross I-355, just south of Gougar Road, to a point on the 

east side of I-355 (identified as Point C on Exhibit A) and continue south along I-355 for .34 

miles.  At a point just south of 167th Street (identified as Point D on Exhibit A), the proposed 

transmission line will continue southeasterly for .18 mile until it connects with a newly 

constructed substation, to be called Veterans Substation, located near the intersection of 

Pinewood Drive and 167th Street, in Lockport, Will County.   

3. ComEd supports this Petition with the pre-filed direct testimony of the following 

witnesses, which are filed simultaneously with this Petition: Frank A. Luedtke, P.E., Manager of 

Regional Capacity Planning in the Distribution Capacity Planning Department (ComEd Ex. 1.0); 

Neil Kaup, Senior Overhead Transmission Engineer, Transmission Lines Engineering 

Department (ComEd Ex. 2.0); and Douglas Targett, Manager, Real Estate & Facilities (ComEd 

Ex. 3.0). 

4. The purpose of the proposed line and substation is to provide capacity to certain 

portions of Will County, Illinois, in particular, the City of Lockport and the Villages of Homer 

Glen and New Lenox, where electrical load has been increasing and is expected to continue to 

increase.  Absent reinforcement, existing transformers and a 34 kV line in this area would 

experience overloads as early as 2014.  The proposed project will prevent each of these 

overloads by transferring the load in this area from the existing 34 kV system to the proposed 

transmission line.  The construction of the proposed line is necessary to continue to provide 

adequate, reliable and efficient service to these cities as well as the surrounding area.  See 

Luedtke Dir., ComEd Ex. 1.0.  The construction of Veterans Substation is necessary to convert 



 

3 
 

 

the voltage of the proposed line to deliver electricity to service the area and avoid the projected 

capacity overloads. 

5. The proposed route of the transmission line and location of the Veterans 

Substation is shown on the map attached hereto as Exhibit A and made a part hereof and 

described in Exhibit B, also attached hereto and made a part hereof.   

6. Between the points on Exhibit A labeled Reference Point A and Reference Point 

B, and Reference Point C and Reference Point D, the proposed line will consist of a row of steel 

poles, approximately 90 to 135 feet tall, that are capable of supporting two three-phase 138 kV 

circuits (one circuit on each side of the pole).  However, only one three-phase 138 kV circuit will 

be installed at this time.  Each 138 kV circuit will consist of three conductors, which will be 

strung in vertical configuration.  A representative pole for cross-sections A-B and C-D is shown 

on Exhibit A.  Each conductor will consist of a pair of 556.5 kcmil ACSR subconductors twisted 

together, having an equivalent diameter of 1.496 inches.  Each 556.5 kcmil ACSR subconductor 

will consist of 24 strands of aluminum wrapped around seven steel reinforcing strands.  One 

static wire will be installed at the top of the pole above the 138 kV circuit to protect the circuit 

beneath it from lightning strikes.  The static wire consists of seven #6 alumoweld (ALWD) 

strands.  See Kaup Dir., ComEd Ex. 2.0   

7. The estimated cost of the project is $19.6 million in 2012 dollars and includes the 

construction of the proposed line, the distribution feeders, the construction of the Veterans 

Substation, and the costs of rights-of-way acquisition.  ComEd anticipates an in-service date of 

June 2014. 

8. ComEd has conducted a detailed review of the right-of-way alternatives in the 

area to find a right-of-way that minimizes impact on existing land uses, minimizes environmental 
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impact, and is least cost.  ComEd selected the best route for the proposed transmission line, as 

the route takes advantage of routing opportunities along the I-355 corridor, and will permit 

construction of the transmission line at the least cost. 

9. The majority of the proposed line will be constructed in an existing public right-

of-way that runs along I-355 for which ComEd is in the final stages of negotiation of an 

easement with the Illinois Tollway Authority (“Tollway”).  ComEd anticipates securing the 

easement rights from the Tollway.  Further, ComEd will seek to obtain blowout and overhang 

easement rights from 13 private property owners for land adjacent to the Tollway property.  

ComEd has, in accordance with the Commission’s regulations, notified these private landowners 

of the proposed project, and will engage in good faith negotiations seeking to obtain the required 

property rights through voluntary purchase and sale.  Given the facts and proposed route, ComEd 

does not anticipate that it will seek eminent domain authority from the Commission.  See Targett 

Dir., ComEd Ex. 3.0. 

10. Exhibit A is the map of the proposed route that includes Veterans Substation.  

ComEd has determined the location of other major utility lines to be crossed or paralleled within 

200 feet of the proposed new circuits, as well as the names of the utilities owning or operating 

such facilities.  However, these facilities – most of which are underground and occupy the same 

areas as the proposed circuits – are too numerous to show clearly on Exhibit A.  The proposed 

line will not interfere with such facilities.  A list showing the owners of electric supply lines, 

communication lines, or pipeline facilities to be crossed or paralleled within 200 feet of the 

proposed new circuits is included in Exhibit C hereto.  Even though there are no railroad tracks 

to be crossed or paralleled within one-half mile of the line, ComEd has included the owners of 

railroad tracks within a five mile radius on Exhibit C.   



 

5 
 

 

11. Construction of the proposed line and Veterans Substation will not result in the 

removal of agricultural land from cultivation.  The proposed line and substation will neither 

occupy, nor transit, historic property.  ComEd does not anticipate that the proposed project will 

have no impact on wetlands under the jurisdiction of the United States Army Corps. of 

Engineers. 

12. The following fixed wing, helicopter and seaplane restricted landing areas are 

within five miles of the proposed line and substation:  Lewis University Airport, Lemont Fire 

Department Heliport, and Silver Cross Hospital Heliport.  ComEd does not believe that operation 

of the line will interfere with the glide path of any of these landing areas.   

13. ComEd is capable of efficiently managing and supervising the construction of the 

proposed line and substation. 

14. ComEd is capable of financing the construction of the proposed line and 

substation without adverse financial consequences for ComEd or its customers. 

15. Pursuant to 83 Ill. Admin. Code § 305.60, “Notification Procedure for 

Applications,” notice of the filing of this Petition has been sent to the utilities and railroad whose 

names and addresses are set forth on the Affidavit of Notification attached as Exhibit C.  In 

addition, notice of the filing of this Petition has been sent to the public officials and other 

interested parties also identified on Exhibit C. 

16. Pursuant to 83 Ill. Admin. Code § 200.150(h), a list containing the names and 

addresses of each record owner of privately owned tracts of land, upon or across which the 

proposed transmission line will be constructed, as disclosed by the records of the tax collector of 

Will and Cook Counties, as of not more than thirty (30) days prior to the filing of this Petition, is 

attached hereto as Exhibit D and made a part hereof.   
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17. Pursuant to 83 Ill. Admin. Code §200.150(f), a Notice of Hearing, suitable for 

publication, is attached hereto as Exhibit E and made a part hereof. 

18. The construction, operation, and maintenance of the transmission line and 

substation described herein and the making from time to time of all necessary additions, 

extensions, substitutions or repairs and improvements to said line and substation and the 

transaction of an electric public utility business in connection therewith will promote the public 

convenience and is necessary thereto. 

WHEREFORE, Commonwealth Edison Company respectfully requests that the 

Commission issue a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity authorizing ComEd, in 

accordance with the provisions of Section 8-406 of the Public Utilities Act, 220 ILCS § 5/8-406, 

to construct, operate, and maintain an electric transmission line and substation on the rights-of-

way shown on Exhibit A and described in Exhibit B. 

 

Dated:  July 17, 2012 Respectfully submitted, 
 
Commonwealth Edison Company 
 
 
 
By:        

One of the attorneys for 
Commonwealth Edison Company 

  

benedict.guerra
Carla Scarsella
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Thomas S. O’Neill 
Senior Vice President and General Counsel 
COMMONWEALTH EDISON COMPANY 
440 S. LaSalle Street, Suite 3300 
Chicago, IL 60605 
312-394-7205 
thomas.oneill@comed.com 
 
Anastasia M. O’Brien 
Richard G. Bernet 
EXELON BUSINESS SERVICES COMPANY 
10 South Dearborn Street; Suite 4900 
Chicago, IL 60603 
(312) 394-5400 
Anastasia.obrien@exeloncorp.com 
richard.bernet@exeloncorp.com 

John E. Rooney 
Carla Scarsella 
Susan L. Rubner 
RIPPIE ROONEY & RATNASWAMY LLP 
350 W. Hubbard St.Suite 600 
Chicago, Illinois 60654 
(312) 447-2800 
john.rooney@r3law.com 
carla.scarsella@r3law.com 
susan.rubner@r3law.com 

Counsel for Commonwealth Edison Company 
 

 



VERIFICATION 

Frank A. Luedtke, being first duly sworn, states that he is Manager, Regional Capacity Planning 

of the Distribution Capacity Planning Department for Commonwealth Edison Company, that he 

has read the foregoing Petition, that he is knowledgeable of the facts stated therein and that the 

facts stated therein are true and correct to the best of his information and belief. 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to 
Before me on this -f--2.. day of 
July, 2012. 

Frank A. Luedtke 


