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TO: The Commission 
 
FROM: John D. Albers, Administrative Law Judge 
 J. Stephen Yoder, Administrative Law Judge 
 
DATE: July 2, 2012 
 
SUBJECT: Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a Ameren Illinois 
 

Verified Petition for Approval of Multi-Year Performance 
Metrics pursuant to Section 16-108.5(f) and (f-5) of the 
Public Utilities Act. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Deny the petition for rehearing and reopen the record on the 

Commission's own motion. 
 
 
 On February 2, 2012, Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a Ameren Illinois (“AIC”) filed 
with the Commission a petition seeking approval of its multi-year performance metrics 
under Section 16-108.5(f) of the Public Utilities Act.  On May 29, 2012, the Commission 
entered an Order approving AIC's (i) metrics plan and (ii) Rider Modernization Action 
Plan-Metrics ("MAP-M").  On June 28, 2012, AIC filed a petition for rehearing of certain 
limited aspects of its metrics plan and Rider MAP-M.  AIC's request for rehearing, 
however, does not relate to an adverse conclusion in the May 29, 2012 Order.  Rather, 
AIC seeks a modification to the Order to facilitate its efforts on rehearing in Docket No. 
12-0244.  Docket No. 12-0244 addressed AIC's smart grid advanced metering 
infrastructure ("AMI") deployment plan.  The Commission rejected that plan in a May 29, 
2012 Order in Docket No. 12-0244 because AIC failed to demonstrate that its plan was 
cost-beneficial to customers.  AIC has revised its AMI deployment plan and has sought 
approval of it through a petition for rehearing in Docket No. 12-0244. 
 
 To facilitate its revised AMI deployment plan, AIC seeks to modify when its ten-
year performance period begins for its AMI-related metrics.  The AMI-related metrics 
consist of (1) a 56% reduction in issuance of estimated electric bills (Section 16-
108.5(f)(5)), (2) a 56% reduction in the amount of consumption on inactive electric 
meters (Section 16-108.5(f)(6)), and (3) a $3,500,000 reduction in uncollectible electric 
expenses (Section 16-108.5(f)(8)).  The May 29, 2012 Order approving the metrics plan 
and Rider MAP-M adopted AIC's uncontested preferred starting date of January 1, 
2013.  In the event that rehearing in Docket No. 12-0244 (assuming it is granted) is not 
completed prior to November 1, 2012, AIC would like to have the option of extending 
the starting date for the AMI-related metrics to January 1, 2014.   
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 If the Commission grants rehearing in Docket No. 12-0244, modifying the starting 
date for AIC's AMI-related metrics may be worth considering.  Doing so through 
rehearing, however, may not be appropriate.  In the Commission's practice, rehearing is 
conducted in relation to contested issues and often serves as a prelude to a district 
court appeal.  The issue of the metrics starting date was not contested and the nature of 
the relief now sought by AIC is better suited for reopening.  Although as a practical 
matter, the outcomes of these two options are nearly identical, the Commission should 
deny rehearing and reopen the record on its own motion to consider AIC's request.  The 
deadline for Commission action on AIC's application for rehearing is July 18, 2012. 
 
JDA 
 


