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On June 6, 2012 the Attorney General’s office filed the People of the State of 
Illinois’s Motion to Consolidate Dockets 11-0537, 11-0580, 11-0780, 11-0786, and 11-
0588. 

Section 200.600 states:  

The Commission or Hearing Examiner may order two or more 
proceedings involving a similar question of law or fact to be consolidated 
where rights of the parties or the public interest will not be prejudiced by 
such procedure. The Commission or Hearing Examiner may order 
separate proceedings if issues cannot be conveniently disposed of with 
other issues in the proceeding, or if for any other reason severance of the 
parties is required.  
 
There are too many problems with an attempt to consolidate consumer complaint 

cases into a Section 16-125(e) storm waiver case. The burden of proof is not with the 

same parties. In the Storm Waiver case, the burden is on the utility to prove it is entitled 

to the waiver. In a consumer complaint case, the burden is on the complainant to prove 

that their damages are related to the actions of the utility. While the issue of the 

consumer’s complaints may arise out of the same storm systems, the burdens are not 

the same for all parties.  This is not a similar question of law or fact necessary for 

consolidation. 

The schedule for submitting testimony was established on October 6, 2011 in 

Docket 11-0588. It would not be fair the other parties if the complainants were allowed 

to provide live testimony and the other parties had to be ready to rebut the testimony. It 

also is not fair to expect pro-se complainants to be prepared for an evidentiary hearing 

under Section 16-125(e).The hearing for this docket begins on July 10, 2012. There is 

too much potential for prejudice if this consolidation was granted. The consolidation of 

the cases will complicate the record and will not lead to judicial efficiency for any of the 

listed dockets. 

Therefore, the People of the State of Illinois’s Motion to Consolidate Dockets 11-

0537, 11-0580, 11-0780, 11-0786, and 11-0588 is hereby denied. 

 


