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Rolling Meadows to treat valuable ash trees
By Melissa Silverberg 

Despite voting against treatment for the majority of city trees infected by emerald ash borer, the Rolling 
Meadows City Council has agreed to try and save about 30 large, valuable ash trees in the city’s downtown.

Council members voted last year against a major treatment plan because of its costs and concerns that it would 
only postpone the inevitable removal of trees infested with the ash borer.

But under staff recommendations, the council approved spending about $1,700 to treat 31 large green and 
white ash trees along Kirchoff Road.

“We are looking to do a little experimentation to identify some ash trees we could treat without spending a lot of 
money, given that some of the larger trees along Kirchoff Road have value and we don’t want to lose them,” 
Public Works Director Fred Vogt said.

There are about 1,600 city-owned ash trees that will need to be removed and replaced over the next few years, 
but since the infection is spreading slower in Rolling Meadows than in other communities, the removal will be 
spread over three or five years, Vogt added.

Some aldermen questioned spending any money at all on treatment that could instead be put toward 
replacement trees.

“Should we be spending money to try to save a tree that’s going to die sooner or later anyway?” Alderman John 
D’Astice asked.

Public works removed 35 ash trees last month and anticipate another 50 or so removals in the fall. The bulk of 
tree removals will come over the next several years, said City Forester Jim McFeggan. Fall removals will begin 
the first week in September and be completed by mid-October.

An earlier estimate for the cost of removing and replacing infected trees was near $2 million.

“No one saw the emerald ash borer coming and Rolling Meadows is no different. We all overplanted ash trees,” 
McFeggan said. “But some of these trees that are high-quality may be worth treating and worth saving.”

Officials are allowing residents to treat parkway trees at their own cost. A resident must obtain a no cost permit 
form and turn it in to the public works department for approval. All EAB treatments on city-owned ash trees 
must be performed by a certified arborist, according to a letter to residents letting them know about treatment 
options.

McFeggan said Rolling Meadows has not had kind of large-scale treatment movement from residents that has 
been seen in other towns, and that only one resident has used the EAB treatment permit form so far.

“It seems like everyone is learning about this at the same time and no one knows what the right solution is,” 
said Alderman Mike Cannon. “I think we should try a few different things and see what happens.”
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Emerald ash could cost Rolling Meadows $1.7 
million
By Melissa Silverberg 

Dealing with the impact of the emerald ash borer could cost Rolling Meadows up to $1.7 million, a high price, 
but much less than what other Northwest suburbs plan to spend, officials said Tuesday.

The city has about 1,700 ash trees, 35 of them already infected and in need of removal, Public Works Director 
Fred Vogt told the city council this week.

The rest will be removed or replaced over the next several years, he said, adding that infestation in Rolling 
Meadows has not progressed as quickly as elsewhere.

With the cost for removal and replanting topping out at about $1,000 per tree, $1.7 million would be a worst-
case scenario, said City Manager Barry Krumstok.

“The numbers from our larger neighbors are so much higher, sometimes being small saves a little money,” said 
Mayor Tom Rooney.

Arlington Heights recently estimated its ash borer costs at up to $11.5 million, and Schaumburg has placed a 
$9 million price tag on its plan to remove and replace ash trees.

The city plans to notify people living near the 35 trees that will be removed and keep an eye on the other ash 
trees. The city already removed eight trees last spring.

There are treatment options for ash trees, but Rolling Meadows staff is recommending against that option 
because of the cost and risk the tree may still become infected. The estimate for treating all ash trees would be 
between $80,000 and $150,000 a year for at least 10 years, officials said.

Individual residents can choose to treat their ash trees at their own cost.

Officials say the city will establish a no-charge permit process to keep track of who is treating their own trees 
and if that treatment is successful. Information about emerald ash borer and the process for homeowners to 
treat their own tress will be sent to residents this spring.

The council will take up the discussion again in May or June to decide what size trees will replace the infected 
ash trees, a decision that could make a $250,000 or more difference in city costs.

Smaller trees could cost $50 each, but trees up to the city standard of a 2.5-inch diameter would cost at least 
$200 per tree, Krumstok said. The city has not decided if homeowners will need to share in replacement costs.

Looking ahead, Vogt predicted in his report that the landscape of the city will be “significantly altered” by 
emerald ash borer, since on some streets 50 percent or more of the trees are ash.
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“The decimation of these trees, especially within a one to three year period, will have a stunning detrimental 
appearance,” he said.
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Welcome back to TribLocal!

Advertisement: 

Please pardon our dust as we transition our network of suburban websites to Chicago Tribune. Share feedback 
with us at triblocalfeedback@tribune.com.

 

Northfield village president warns residents about emerald ash 
borer

Emerald ash borer can be identified in ash trees by the D-shaped entry holes they make in the trunk. (John P. Huston, Tribune reporter)

The sky may not be falling in Northfield, but ash trees soon will be.

To address an escalating problem with emerald ash borer, the village is expecting to remove and replace 60 infested ash trees this year, 
according to a letter from Village President Fred Gougler to Northfield residents.

Since the village does not help remove or replace trees on private property, Gougler instructed residents to identify any potential 
problems with ash trees early.

Over the spring, summer and fall of 2010, village foresters saw an increase in EAB locations from 4 to 40, Gougler wrote in his letter.

Since the ash borer was first identified in 2009, Northfield has identified 421 ash trees on public parkways alone, according to Gougler.

Village policy is to remove, rather than treat, infected trees, “because the process is costly and must be repeated for the life of the tree,” he 
wrote.

The village budget includes $70,000 to remove and replace infested ash trees — $14,000 of which is from a Metropolitan Mayors Caucus 
grant.

“Over the next year, 60 publicly situated ash trees will be removed due to EAB infestation,” Gougler wrote. “These trees will be replaced 
with native trees such as hackberry, oak, elm and ginkgo trees.”

In his letter, Gougler alerts residents to the growing crisis of emerald ash borer and instructs property owners with ash trees on private 
property to identify the ash borer to either begin treatment or have the tree removed.

He noted that the escalating problem has resulted in quarantine for most of northeastern Illinois.

   By John P. Huston TribLocal reporter April 29, 2011 at 6:00 a.m.
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“This means that only authorized tree companies may remove wood from diseased ash trees,” Gougler wrote to residents. “It is otherwise 
prohibited to move diseased or infested ash.”

Approved tree companies are listed at illinoiseab.com, Gougler noted.

There are several signs of emerald ash borer infestation:

* Bark is stripped away, particularly due to woodpeckers trying to eat the larvae just under the surface.

* The tree starts dying from the top, as the borer prevents water and nutrients from traveling upward.

* New branches sprout from the tree’s base, as it tries to stay alive.

* Small, quarter-inch D-shaped holes in the trunk, where the emerald ash borer exited after laying larvae eggs just underneath the outer 
layer of bark.

Residents in need of help identifying emerald ash borer can contact village staff at (847) 784-3555 or email Village Planner and 
Landscape Architect Linnea O’Neill at loneill@northfieldil.org.
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