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M E M O R A N D U M________________________________________________ 
 
TO: The Commission 
 
FROM: J. Stephen Yoder and Jan Von Qualen  
 Administrative Law Judges 
 
DATE: May 23, 2012 
 
SUBJECT: Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a Ameren Illinois 

 
 Verified Petition for Approval of Smart Grid Advanced 

Metering Infrastructure Deployment Plan.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: Enter Attached Order Rejecting Ameren's Smart Grid 

Advanced Metering Infrastructure Deployment Plan. 
 
 
 This matter was held at the May 22, 2012 Regular Open Meeting and is 
being resubmitted for the May 29, 2012 Special Open Meeting.  No changes have 
been made. 
 

On March 30, 2012, Ameren Illinois Company (“Ameren”) filed a petition under 
Section 16-108.6 of the Public Utilities Act (“Act”) seeking approval of its Smart Grid 
Advanced Metering Infrastructure Deployment Plan (“AMI Plan”).  Section 16-108.6 
provides that the Commission shall issue its order regarding the AMI plan within 60 
days of the filing or no later than May 29, 2012. 

 
Petitions to intervene were filed by the Citizen's Utility Board ("CUB"), Comverge, 

Inc., and the Environmental Law and Policy Center ("ELPC").  A notice of appearance 
on behalf of the People of the State of Illinois, by and through Lisa Madigan, Attorney 
General of the State of Illinois ("the AG") was also filed. 

 
Section 16-108.6 provides that the Commission shall issue an order approving, 

or approving with modification, the AMI Plan if the Commission finds that the AMI Plan 
contains five pieces of information specified therein and also finds that the 
implementation of AMI Plan will be cost-beneficial as laid out in that Section of the Act. 

 
The attached Order finds that Ameren's AMI Plan contains the five pieces of 

information required by Section 16-108.6 of the Act.  The Order also finds that Ameren's 
AMI Plan does not meet the cost-beneficial standard as specified in the Act nor can it be 
modified to meet the cost-beneficial standard. 
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While there were few contested issues in the proceeding, Ameren takes issue 

with the conclusion in the proposed order that the AMI Plan does not meet the  cost-
beneficial standard in Section 16-108.6 of the Act.  No other party takes issue with that 
conclusion in the proposed order. 

 
 The AG believes the order should recognize the existing Part 280 requirements 
relating to notifying customers of disconnection.  The AG also believes that any 
Commission-approved AMI Plan should include the requirement that a utility's AMI 
deployment is coordinated with its Section 16-108.5 reliability investments to ensure 
delivery service reliability and cost-effectiveness of the AMI investment.  Finally, the AG 
believes the Commission should closely monitor Ameren's customer education plan 
when and if an AMI Plan is approved. 
 
 CUB/ELPC does not believe the Commission should approve Ameren's AMI Plan 
as filed.  CUB/ELPC recommends that the Commission order a series of workshops 
regarding the AMI Plan. 
 
 The attached order contains minor nonsubstantive changes to the proposed 
order.  The changes are in response to the briefs on exceptions filed by the parties as 
well as to correct typographical errors in the proposed order.  Because the proposed 
order was not previously distributed to the Commission, the changes are not identified 
in the attached order. 

 
As noted above, the deadline for Commission Action is May 29, 2012. 

 
 
JSY/JVQ 


