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_____________________________________ 

 

Staff of the Illinois Commerce Commission (“Staff”), by and through its 

undersigned counsel, pursuant to Section 200.830 of the Illinois Commerce 

Commission’s (“Commission” or “ICC”) Rules of Practice (83 Ill. Adm. Code 200.830), 

respectfully submits its Brief on Exceptions (“BOE”) to the Proposed Order (“PO”) 

issued by the Administrative Law Judges (“ALJs”) on May 1, 2012.   

On January 3, 2012, pursuant to Section 16-108.5(c), Ameren Illinois Company 

d/b/a Ameren Illinois (“AIC” or “the Company”)  filed and requested approval of a 

performance-based formula rate tariff, Rate MAP-P. See ICC Docket No. 12-0001.  The 

Company then filed its Petition for Approval of Multi-Year Performance Metrics on 

February 2, 2012 in which the Company requested the issuance of an order from the 

ICC, within 120 days of the filing of the Petition, approving (i) the Company’s Multi-Year 

Performance Metrics (‘Metrics Plan”) and (ii) Rider MAP-M.  The PO clearly and 

concisely reflects the issues raised by the Company, Staff, and the other parties who 

have intervened.  Although Staff supports most of the conclusions contained in the PO, 
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there are some issues to which Staff takes exception as stated below.  Staff addresses 

issues to which it replies in the order in which they appear in the PO. 

I. Exception No. 1

F. AIC shall achieve a $3.5 million dollar reduction in uncollectible 
expense using a baseline of the average uncollectible expense for the 
years 2008 through 2010. 

: III. Development of the Section 16-108.5(f) Performance 
Metrics and Tariff  

The language in the following paragraph on page 9 of the PO should be modified 

to read “electric uncollectible expense” instead of “uncollectible electric expense.”  

Further, in conjunction with the addition of the Tariff Language Revisions set forth below 

as a new section H, language regarding Ms. Jones’ testimony is unnecessary and 

should be deleted from this section of the PO: 

 
 AIC understands that this metric requires a $3,500,000 reduction 
over a 10-year period in electric uncollectible electric expense using a 
baseline of the average electric uncollectible electric expense for the years 
2008 through 2010. AIC suggests that the electric uncollectible electric 
expense represents those debts owed AIC that are not capable of being 
collected after reasonable collection efforts have been undertaken, less 
any recoveries, as reported by AIC on the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission Form 1, Account 904, adjusted to exclude gas uncollectible 
gas expense. AIC states that the 2008 to 2010 average electric 

 
uncollectible electric expense is $17,773,333. 

 Staff witness Burma Jones states that in AIC’s Modernization 
Action Plan Multi-Year Performance Metrics 2013-2022, AIC refers to 
losses from uncollectible utility revenues for the electric portion of its 
business as “uncollectible electric expense.”  Ms. Jones avers that the 
correct terminology is “electric uncollectible expense,” as the two phrases 
do not have the same meaning and are not interchangeable.  Ms. Jones 
notes that AIC agreed to change the language in its proposed Rider MAP-
M to reflect “electric uncollectible expense.”  Staff does not appear to 
contend that it has any other issues with this metric. 
 
 AG/AARP discusses the uncollectible metric only in connection with 
its arguments regarding AIC and the Commission rules regarding a 
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premise visit prior to disconnections, which is addressed in a later section 
of this Order 

The Commission notes that AIC has indicated it has no issue with 
Staff's suggested language change for this metric, therefore it will be 
approved.  As there appears to be no other dispute on the base-line for 
the uncollectible metric, the Commission will also approve that baseline.  
As to AIC's suggestion that this metric is dependent on the full 
implementation of AMI technology, the Commission again notes that this 
issue is addressed elsewhere in this Order, and note that AIC agrees it is 
bound by the Act and the Commission rules. 

 

II. 

The PO does not reflect Staff’s four proposed revisions to the tariff language in 

Rider MAP-M.  AIC agreed with these changes.  Therefore, Staff proposes the following 

addition to the PO on page 11: 

Exception No. 2:  Tariff Language Revisions 

H. 

  

Tariff Language Revisions 

 

Staff proposed four changes to the tariff language in Rider MAP-M. 

1. 

 

In the original filing of AIC’s Modernization Action Plan Multi-
Year Performance Metrics 2013 - 2022 and in the tariff sheets for 
Rider MAP-M, the Company referred to losses from uncollectible 
utility revenues for the electric portion of its business as 
“uncollectible electric expense.”  The correct terminology is “electric 
uncollectible expense.” 

2. 

 

In Docket No. 12-0001, Petition for approval of Rate MAP-P 
Modernization Action Plan – Pricing, AIC agreed to include an 
additional workpaper to reflect the calculation of the performance 
metrics penalty that will be used in conjunction with the annual 
reconciliation of the performance rate.  For consistency between 
the tariffs for Rider MAP-M and Rate MAP-P, Staff proposed that 
the Company include language under the section “Implementation 
of the Penalty” in Rider MAP-M to indicate that the penalty is 
reflected on the workpaper accompanying the annual informational 
filing for Rate MAP-P. 
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3. 

 

Concerns were raised in Docket No. 11-0772, the 
proceeding for approval of Commonwealth Edison Company’s 
(“ComEd”) multi-year performance metrics and associated Rider 
DSPM, pertaining to how the penalty is determined in the event of a 
waiver request.  ComEd proposed changes to language in Rider 
DSPM to address the concerns.  In order to be consistent between 
Rider DSPM and Rider MAP-M and to alleviate similar concerns in 
the instant docket, Staff proposed that AIC amend language in 
Rider MAP-M regarding how the penalty is determined should the 
Company request a penalty waiver because it has not met the 
target level of achievement necessary to avoid a penalty. 

4. 

 

In order to promote transparency and to remove any 
ambiguity regarding how AIC will determine if it has achieved its 
respective annual performance goal, Staff proposed that AIC 
include within the tariff sheets for Rider MAP-M a formula to 
calculate its performance relative to its goal for each metric. 

 

 

AIC has indicated it agrees with Staff’s suggested language 
changes, with the exception of including the formula to calculate the 
Company’s performance relative to its goal for each metric.  The Company 
states that a formula is not needed for the SAIFI, CAIDI and Customers 
Exceeding Electric Service Reliability Targets metrics because the goal is 
not achieved if the Company’s Performance Year actual result is greater 
than the Performance Year goal.  Staff has indicated agreement with the 
Company’s rationale. 

 

The Commission notes there are no outstanding issues regarding 
the language changes proposed by Staff; therefore, they are approved. 
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III. CONCLUSION 

 Staff respectfully requests that the Illinois Commerce Commission approve 

Staff’s recommendations in this docket.  

 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

        __________________________ 

     
James V. Olivero 
Michael J. Lannon 
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