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VERIFIED PETITION 

Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a Ameren Illinois (“Ameren Illinois”), by and through its 

attorneys, submits this verified Petition pursuant to and in compliance with Section 16-108.6 of 

the Public Utilities Act. 220 ILCS 5/16-108.5 (“Act”). 

1. Ameren Illinois is engaged in the business of supplying electric power and energy 

throughout its service territory in the State of Illinois.  Ameren Illinois is a “public utility” as 

defined in 220 ILCS 5/3-105, an “electric utility” as defined in 220 ILCS 5/16-102, and a 

“combination utility” and “participating utility” as defined in 220 ILCS 5/16-108.5(b).   

2. On October 26, 2011, Illinois enacted “Smart Grid” legislation when it passed 

P.A. 97-616.  On December 30, 2011, the legislation was amended by P.A. 97-646.  Illinois’ 

“Smart Grid” legislation is now codified as Section 16-108.5 – 16-108.8.  In enacting this “Smart 

Grid” legislation, Illinois established a voluntary infrastructure investment program to encourage 

certain electric utilities to make significant investment to upgrade and modernize the State’s 

electrical distribution network.  For those electric utilities who participated in the program, a 

sizeable portion of the investment must be spent on Smart Grid electric system upgrades.   

3. On January 3, 2012, Ameren Illinois elected to become a “participating utility” in 

the State’s electric infrastructure investment program and petitioned the Illinois Commerce 

Commission (“Commission”) to approve a performance-based formula rate to be annually 
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updated to recover Ameren Illinios’ actual electric delivery services costs including the costs 

associated with investments made as part of the infrastructure investment program.  By electing 

to participate in the State’s program, Ameren Illinois now must invest a minimum of $625 

million of incremental capital expenditures over a 10-year period on distribution infrastructure 

improvements and Smart Grid electric system upgrades. 

4. Each “participating utility” in the State’s infrastructure investment program is 

required to file a Smart Grid Advanced Metering Infrastructure Deployment Plan (“AMI Plan” 

or “Plan”) with the Commission.  As a “combination utility”, as defined in Section 16-108.5, 

Ameren Illinois is required by statute to file its AMI Plan by April 1, 2012. 

5. In accordance with Section 16-108.6, Ameren Illinois has filed its AMI Plan after 

consultation with the Smart Grid Advisory Council (“Council”).  On March 27, 2012, the 

Council held its initial meeting.  As part of that meeting, Ameren Illinois presented a draft of its 

Plan to the Council. 

6. In accordance with Section 16-108.6, Ameren Illlinois did not file its AMI Plan 

until the evaluation report in the Commission-approved AMI Pilot Program has been issued.  On 

August 4, 2011, the evaluation report in the Commission-approved AMI Pilot Program for 

Commonwealth Edison Company in ICC Docket No. 09-0263 was posted. 

7. In accordance with Section 16-108.6, Ameren Illinois’ AMI Plan contains the five 

elements required by statute: 

• A Smart Grid AMI vision statement that is consistent with the goal of developing 
a cost-beneficial Smart Grid; 

• A statement of Smart Grid AMI strategy that includes a description of how the 
utility evaluates and prioritizes technoldgy choices to create customer value, 
including a plan to enhance and enable customers' ability to take advantage of 
Smart Grid functions beginning at the time an account has billed successfully on 
the AMI network; 
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• A deployment schedule and plan that includes deployment of AMI to all 
customers for a participating other than a combination utility, and to 62% of all 
customers for participating utility that is a combination utility. 

• Annual milestones and metrics for the purposes of measuring the success of the 
AMI Plan in enabling Smart Grid functions, and enhancing consumer benefits 
from Smart Grid AMI; and 

• A plan for the consumer education to be implemented by the participating utility. 

8. In accordance with Section 16-108.6, Ameren Illinois' AMI Plan is consistent 

with the standards of the National Institute of Standard and Technology (“NIST”) for Smart Grid 

interoperability that are currently in effect. 

9. In accordance with Section 16-108.6, Ameren Illinois’ AMI Plan includes open 

standards and internet protocol to the maximum extent possible consistent with cyber security. 

10. In accordance with Section 16-108.6, Ameren Illinois’ AMI Plan maximizes, to 

the extent possible, a flexible smart meter platform that can accept remote device upgrades and 

contain sufficient internal memory capacity for additional storage capabilities, functions and 

services without the need for physical access to the meter. 

11. In accordance with Section 16-108.6, Ameren Illinois’ AMI Plan secures the 

privacy of personal information and establishes the right of consumers to consent to the 

disclosure of personal energy information to third parties through electronic, web-based and 

other means in accordance with State and federal law and regulations regarding consumer 

privacy and protection of consumer data. 

12. Pursuant to Section 16-108.6, after notice and hearing, the Commission “shall, 

within 60 days of the filing of an AMI Plan, issue its order approving, or approving with 

modificiation, the AMI Plan” if the Commission finds that the AMI Plan contains the five 

required elements stated above in paragraph 7 and further finds that “the implementation of the 

AMI Plan will be cost-beneficial consistent with the principles established through the Illinois 
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Smart Grid Collaborative, giving weight to the results of any Commission-approved pilot 

designed to examine the benefits and cost of AMI deployment.”  The materials submitted 

herewith this Petition provide the basis for the Commission to approve the Plan as presented. 

13. Section 16-108.6 provides that: 

“Cost beneficial” means a determination that the benefits of a 
participating utility's Smart Grid AMI Deployment Plan exceed the 
costs of the Smart Grid AMI Deployment Plan as initially filed 
with the Commission or as subsequently modified by the 
Commission. This standard is met if the present value of the total 
benefits of the Smart Grid AMI Deployment Plan exceeds the 
present value of the total costs of the Smart Grid Deployment Plan. 
The total cost shall include all utility costs reasonably associated 
with the Smart Grid AMI Deployment Plan. The total benefits 
shall include the sum of avoided electricity costs, including 
avoided utility operational costs, avoided consumer power, 
capacity, and energy costs, and avoided societal costs associated 
with the production and consumption of electricity, as well as other 
societal benefits, including the greater integration of renewable and 
distributed power sources, reductions in the emissions of harmful 
pollutants and associated avoided health-related costs, other 
benefits associated with energy efficiency measures, demand-
response activities, and the enabling of greater penetration of 
alternative fuel vehicles. 

 As demonstrated in and supported by the testimony and exhibits submitted in support of 

this Petition, the present value of the total benefits of Ameren Illinois’ AMI Plan exceeds the 

present value of the total costs of Ameren Illinois’ AMI Plan. 

14. In support of this Petition, Ameren Illinois is filing the testimonies and exhibits of 

the following witnesses: 

• Ameren Exhibit 1.0 – Direct Testimony of Mr. J. Bruce Hollibaugh:  Mr. 
Hollibaugh introduces the AMI Plan and attaches it to his testimony as Ameren 
Exhibit 1.1. 

• Ameren Exhibit 2.0 – Direct Testimony of Mr. Michael Abba:  Mr. Abba 
introduces the AMI Cost Benefit Analysis and attaches it to his testimony as 
Ameren Exhibit 2.1. 
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The testimony and exhibits submitted with this filing demonstrate that Ameren Illinois' AMI 

Plan satisfies the statutory requirements, as set forth in Section 16-108.5, and should be approved 

by the Commission. 

WHERFORE, based on the foregoing, Ameren Illinois Company respectfully requests 

that the Illinois Commerce Commission approve its AMI Plan, and for such other and further 

relief as deemed equitable and just.  
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Dated:  March 30, 2012 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 

AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY  
d/b/a Ameren Illinois 
 
 
 
By: /s/ Edward C. Fitzhenry   
Edward C. Fitzhenry 
Matthew R. Tomc 
AMEREN SERVICES COMPANY 
One Ameren Plaza 
1901 Chouteau Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63166 
(314) 554-3533, voice 
(314) 554-4014, voice 
efitzhenry@ameren.com 
mtomc@ameren.com 

 
Mark A. Whitt 
WHITT STURTEVANT LLP 
155 E. Broad St, Suite 2020 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
(614) 224-3911, voice 
whitt@whitt-sturtevant.com 
 
Albert D. Sturtevant 
WHITT STURTEVANT LLP 
180 N. LaSalle Street, Suite 1822 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 
(312) 251-3017, voice 
sturtevant@whitt-sturtevant.com 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 I, Edward C. Fitzhenry, Counsel for Ameren Illinois Company, certify that a copy of the 

foregoing Verified Petition was filed on the Illinois Commerce Commission’s e-docket and was 

served electronically to all parties of record in this docket on this 30th day of March, 2012. 

 

        /s/ Edward C. Fitzhenry  
       Edward C. Fitzhenry 

 


