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AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY’S RESPONSE  
TO STAFF’S INITIAL COMMENTS 

 
 COMES NOW Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a Ameren Illinois, and for its Response to 

the Staff’s Initial Comments filed on March 15, 2012, states as follows: 

1. In this docket, Staff filed Initial Comments offering direction to the utilities and to 

the On-Bill Financing (“OBF”) evaluator.  Below, is Ameren Illinois’ response to these 

directives. 

2. With respect to the independence of the evaluator, Staff recommends that the 

contract with the evaluator require that any correspondence between the evaluator and any party 

providing information relevant to the OBF evaluation, should be simultaneously submitted to the 

Staff.  Staff Initial Comments at 3.  Ameren Illinois supports this provision in the evaluator 

contract.  We, note, however, that the nature of the correspondence must be “relative to the OBF 

evaluation.”  This is an important distinction.  For example and by way of understanding, a 



communication that sets forth a time and place for a meeting between the evaluator and others 

would not be material and certainly not relevant to the OBF evaluation.  Therefore, we conclude 

the communication should be relevant and material to the OBF evaluation. 

3. Staff recommends that in order to ensure transparency in the evaluation process 

and independent of the evaluator that any data used in the evaluations is also made available to 

the Staff.  In particular, the evaluation upon which Staff focuses is the cost effectiveness 

evaluation of the programs.  Staff concludes the details of the cost effectiveness test can be 

addressed with the evaluators, but at the minimum, the test should consider the elements used in 

the energy efficiency program Total Resource Cost test calculations, minus any energy 

efficiency program costs that are not relevant to the OBF programs, plus any OBF program cost 

not found in energy efficiency programs.  Staff Initial Comments at 3.  Staff goes on to make 

other observations concerning what the evaluator may recommend and what data may be 

collected, and the like.  For consistency, as similar to the orders in Dockets 07-0539 and 10-

0568, the Total Resource Cost  test should be applied at the total program level and not the 

measure level. (Further, we assume the inclusion of measures from the energy efficiency 

portfolio applies to Ameren Illinois' entire portfolio (electric and gas measures) given that the 

company was approved for a single OBF program and an integrated dual fuel portfolio.)  

4. Finally, Staff asserts the evaluators should consider how it will standardize its 

methodology and criteria across the utilities.  Staff’s Initial Comments at 4.  Ameren Illinois 

agrees, acknowledging there may be differences and distinctions in comparing gas utilities with 

gas utilities and electric utilities with other electric utilities, and even taking into account the 

uniqueness of Ameren Illinois, which is a combination utility and the uniqueness of the different 

energy efficiency portfolios from where the OBF program measures may be derived. 



WHEREFORE, for the reasons and arguments set forth above, Ameren Illinois Company 

respectfully request that the Staff Initial Comments be approved, as noted and acknowledged by 

Ameren Illinois, and for such other and further relief as deemed equitable and just. 

 

Dated: March 29, 2012  



Respectfully submitted, 

AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY  
   d/b/a Ameren Illinois 
 
 
   By:  /s/ Edward C. Fitzhenry   
   Edward C. Fitzhenry 
   Licensed:  State of Illinois 
   ARDC #6180218 
   Managing Associate General Counsel 
   Ameren Services Company 
   One Ameren Plaza 
   1901 Chouteau Avenue  
   P.O. Box 66149 (MC 1310) 
   St. Louis, MO 63166-6149 
   (314) 554-3533, voice 
   (314) 554-4014, facsimile 
   efitzhenry@ameren.com 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
 I, Edward C. Fitzhenry, hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing Response to the Staff’s 

Initial Comments was filed on the Illinois Commerce Commission’s e-Docket and was served 

electronically to all parties of record in this docket on this 29th day of March, 2012. 

 
 
 
       /s/ Edward C. Fitzhenry   
   Edward C. Fitzhenry 
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